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Errors in the Baptist Manual
John Isaac Edwards

 The Standard Manual for Baptist 
Churches by Edward T. Hiscox strikes a dis-
cord with what the infallible word of God 
teaches. Consider a few examples:

 The Lord’s Supper Observance. In ref-
erence to the Lord’s supper, the manual 
says, “As to the time, place, and frequency, 
no Scriptural directions are given. These are 
left optional with the churches. They are 
usually on Sundays, but not necessarily. As 
to the supper, our churches have very gen-
erally come to observe it on the first Sun-
day of each month.” There are Scriptural di-
rections concerning the Lord’s supper. Acts 
20:7 says, “Upon the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break 
bread...” 

 Baptism. The manual states: “It is com-
mon to say that baptism and the Lord’s sup-
per are the only ordinances appointed by 
Christ to be observed by his churches.” Bap-
tism is not a church ordinance, but an act 
which puts one into the church (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:13; Colossians 1:24; Acts 2:47). Ac-
cording to the manual, “Baptism is not es-
sential to salvation, for our churches utterly 
repudiate the dogma of baptismal regener-
ation; but it is essential to obedience.” This 
teaches that neither baptism or obedience 
is essential to salvation! The Bible teaches 
that baptism is an act of obedience and is es-

sential (Romans 6:3-4, 17-18; Mark 16:16; 
Hebrews 5:8-9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). The 
manual further says, “Baptism is the immer-
sion, or dipping, of a candidate in water, on a 
profession of his faith in Christ and evidence 
of regeneration.” This teaching puts salva-
tion before baptism. Baptist doctrine has the 
wrong order as Jesus put salvation after bap-
tism (Mark 16:16).

 Voting In Members. The manual reads, 
“The churches have candidates come before 
them, make their statement, give their expe-
rience, and then their reception is decided by 
a vote of the members.” Where is the Scrip-
ture for this? I read where the Lord automat-
ically adds one to His church when He is 
baptized (Acts 2:38, 41, 47).

 Grace Only/Faith Only Salvation. On 
page 61, the manual has salvation “whol-
ly of grace.” On the very next page, it has 
salvation “solely by faith.” This is clearly a 
contradiction! Neither statement is true. To 
be saved, men must hear (Matthew 17:5), 
believe (John 8:24), repent (Acts 2:38), con-
fess his faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10), be 
baptized (Mark 16:16), and be faithful (Rev-
elation 2:10).

 This study shows the Baptist Church and 
the Bible do not agree. We plead with you to 
simply accept what the Bible says. 
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The Wrong Baptism
John Isaac Edwards

 Paul found at Ephesus some who had re-
ceived the wrong baptism. They were baptized 
unto John’s baptism, a baptism that was then in-
valid (Acts 19:1-5). Have you ever considered 
that you might have received the wrong baptism?

 Baptized As a Baby. If you were baptized as 
a baby, then you have the wrong baptism. Bible 
baptism is “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38) 
and a baby has no sins (Ezekiel 18:20; Mark 
10:14-15). 

 Baptized Thinking You Were Saved Before 
Baptism. If you were baptized thinking you 
were already saved before being baptized, you 
have the wrong baptism. Since salvation “is in 
Christ” (2 Timothy 2:10) and we are “baptized 
into Christ” (Galatians 3:27), we are not saved 
until we have been baptized. The Lord taught, 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 
16:16). 

 Baptized with the Wrong Confession. Many, 
instead of confessing “I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God”, as was done in Bible days 
(Acts 8:37), make other confessions or leave out 
the confession altogether. If you did not make 

the proper confession when you were baptized, 
then you have the wrong baptism.

 Baptized Having Water Sprinkled or Poured 
Over You. Bible baptism is not a sprinkling or 
pouring of water over a person, but is a burial 
of the whole person in water. Paul taught, “Bur-
ied with him in baptism...” (Colossians 2:12). 
Baptism demonstrated in Acts 8 shows a burial 
as “they came unto a certain water...they went 
down both into the water...he baptized him...and 
they came up out of the water” (vv. 36-39). If you 
were baptized having water sprinkled or poured 
over you, then you have the wrong baptism.

 Baptized into a Church Other Than the 
Lord’s Church. The Bible mentions only “one 
body” (Ephesians 4:4), “which is the church” 
(Colossians 1:24). We enter the church as we are 
“baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13). 
If you were baptized into a body other than the 
one body revealed in the Scriptures, then you 
have the wrong baptism.

 If you have received the wrong baptism, will 
you do as the Ephesians who, “When they heard 
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus” (Acts 19:5)?
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