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The Principal Thing
John Isaac Edwards

 What, to you, is the principal thing? 
The Bible answers, “Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy 
getting get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7). 

 The Value of Wisdom. The wisdom books 
of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes highlight the 
value of wisdom. “For wisdom is better than 
rubies; and all the things that may be desired 
are not to be compared to it” (Proverbs 8:10). 
“How much better is it to get wisdom than 
gold! and to get understanding rather to be 
chosen than silver!” (Proverbs 16:16). Wis-
dom is “better than strength” and “better than 
weapons of war” (Ecclesiastes 9:16, 18). Wis-
dom is so valuable that it is not to be sold! 
(Proverbs 23:23).

 Getting Wisdom. The Scriptures appeal to 
us to, “Get wisdom, get understanding: for-
get it not...” (Proverbs 4:5). “But where shall 
wisdom be found? and where is the place of 
understanding?” (Job 28:12).

 Keeping God’s Commandments. As Mo-
ses appealed to God’s people to keep His 
commandments he said, “Keep therefore and 
do them; for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding...” (Deuteronomy 4:6). God’s 
commandments for us today are found within 
the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16-17; Psalm 
119:172). “Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments...” (Revelation 22:14).

 The Fear of the Lord. Job 28:28 records, 
“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; 
and to depart from evil is understanding.” 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom...” (Psalm 111:10) and “The fear of the 
Lord giveth wisdom...” (Proverbs 2:6). 

 Numbering our Days. The Psalmist de-
clared, “So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12). Wisdom is found in living with a keen 
sense of the brevity of life.

 The Rod and Reproof. Wise Solomon stat-
ed, “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but 
a child left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame” (Proverbs 29:15). Do you want your 
son to be wise? “Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto 
thy soul” (Proverbs 29:17).

 In Christ. Paul wrote of Christ, “In whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge” (Colossians 2:3).

 Ask. James penned, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him” (James 1:5).

	 “Happy	 is	 the	 man	 that	 findeth	 wisdom,	
and the man that getteth understanding” (Prov-
erbs 3:13).
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A Sinner’s Requests unto God
John Isaac Edwards

 The caption in my Bible below Psalm 51 
reads, “A Psalm of David, when Nathan the 
prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to 
Bathsheba.” You may want to read Psalm 51 
and underscore a sinner’s requests unto God.

 Have Mercy upon Me. “Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy lovingkind-
ness...” (v. 1).  

 Blot Out My Transgressions. “...accord-
ing unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out my transgressions” (v. 1). Verse 9 
adds, “...blot out all mine iniquities.” 

 Wash Me Throughly. “Wash me throughly 
from mine iniquity...” (v. 2). Verse 7 continues, 
“...wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”

 Cleanse Me. “...and cleanse me from my 
sin” (v. 2).

 Purge Me. “Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean...” (v. 7).

 Make Me to Hear Joy and Gladness. “Make 
me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones 
which thou hast broken may rejoice” (v. 8).

 Hide Thy Face from My Sins. “Hide thy 
face from my sins...” (v. 9).

 Create in Me a Clean Heart. “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God...” (v. 10).

 Renew a Right Spirit Within Me. “...and 
renew a right spirit within me” (v. 10).

 Cast Me Not Away. “Cast me not away 
from thy presence...” (v. 11).

 Take Not Thy Holy Spirit from Me. “...
and take not thy holy spirit from me” (v. 11).

 Restore unto Me the Joy of Thy Salva-
tion. “Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-
tion...” (v. 12).

 Uphold Me. “...and uphold me with thy 
free spirit” (v. 12).

 Writing Christians John said, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”           
(1 John 1:8-9).
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