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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 The Bible is a book on 
sacrifice. Sacrifices began to be 
offered at Abel’s altar in 
Genesis 4. The law required an 
altar of sacrifice (Ex. 20:24). 
Paul wrote the Romans, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living 
sacrifice…” (Rom. 12:1). 
Hebrews 13 teaches, “By him 
[that’s Christ] therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks to 
his name. But to do good and to 
communicate forget not: for 
with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased” (vv. 15-16). Scattered 
saints were told, “Ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). I’m 
calling our attention to sacrifice 
demonstrated throughout the 
word of God.  

 1) When Abraham Offered 
His Son. Genesis 22 finds the 
Lord proving Abraham. The 
patriarch was instructed, “Take 
now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and 
get thee into the land of Moriah; 
and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee 
of” (v. 2). How would you have 

responded? The faith chapter 
reports, “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his only 
begotten son, Of whom it was 
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called: Accounting that God 
was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead…” (Heb. 
11:17-19). Now that’s faith-
filled sacrifice! Remember what 
the heavenly voice said to him? 
“…now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son 
from me” (Gen. 22:12). 

 2) When David Offered 
Burnt Offerings Unto The 
Lord. The 24th chapter of 2 
Samuel records David’s sin in 
numbering the people. When 
God let him choose his 
punishment, the Lord sent a 
pestilence upon Israel. David 
was instructed, “Go up, rear an 
altar unto the Lord in the 
threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite” (v. 18). Araunah said, 
“Let my lord the king take and 
offer up what seemeth good 
unto him: behold, here be oxen 
for burnt sacrifice, and 
threshing instruments and other 
instruments of the oxen for 
wood” (v. 22). When presented 
an opportunity to offer unto the 
Lord that which involved no 
cost to David personally, he 

said, “…Nay; but I will surely 
buy it of thee at a price: neither 
will I offer burnt offerings unto 
the Lord my God of that which 
doth cost me nothing….” (v. 
24). What a great attitude of 
sacrifice!  

 3) When Solomon Offered 
At The Temple Dedication. 
Come with me to 2 Chronicles 
7. Put yourself there, when “…
king Solomon offered a 
sacrifice of twenty and two 
thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep…”  
(v. 5). Verse 7 says, “Moreover 
Solomon hallowed the middle 
of the court that was before the 
house of the Lord: for there he 
offered burnt offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings, 
because the brasen altar which 
Solomon had made was not able 
to receive the burnt offerings, 
and the meat offerings, and the 
fat.” Can you imagine? 

 4) When A Poor Widow 
Threw In Two Mites. 
Beholding money cast into the 
temple treasury, “…there came 
a certain poor widow, and she 
threw in two mites, which make 
a farthing” (Mk. 12:41-42). To 
many the giving of this poor 
widow might seem as nothing, 
but to her it was everything. 
The Lord observed, “…That 
this poor widow hath cast more
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in, than all they which have cast 
into the treasury: For all they 
did cast in of their abundance; 
but she of her want did cast in 
all that she had, even all her 
living” (vv. 43-44). She could 
have thought, “I’m too poor — 
I have nothing to give, or I only 
have two mites — I’ll keep one 
and give the other.” If you had 
been this widow, would you 
have cast in all your living? 
That’s sacrifice! 

 5) When A Woman Poured 
Very Precious Ointment On 
Jesus’ Head. As Jesus was in 
Simon’s Bethany house, “…
there came a woman having an 
alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious; and 
she brake the box, and poured it 
on his head” (Mk. 14:3). Some 
said, “Why was this waste of 
the ointment made? For it might 
have been sold for more than 
three hundred pence, and have 
been given to the poor” (vv. 
4-5). 300 pence would be equal 
to about a year’s wages! Would 
you set aside the equivalent of a 
year’s wages for Christ and 
Him crucified? When you 
sacrifice something of great 
value for the Lord, some may 
think what a waste; that could 
have been given to_________! 

They fail to realize how 
important and worthy the Lord 
is! 

 6) When The Churches Of 
Macedonia Went Beyond Their 
Power. To stimulate the 
Corinthians to abundant giving, 
Paul pointed out the giving of 
Macedonian brethren. “How 
that in a great trial of affliction 
the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their 
liberality. For to their power, I 
bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of 
themselves” (2 Cor. 8:2-3). 
These brethren could have 
allowed their circumstances — 
“great affliction” and “deep 
poverty” — to exclude them 
from the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints. They 
did not! Some have to be 
begged and pleaded with to 
give. It is just the reverse with 
these folks as they were, 
“Praying us with much entreaty 
that we would receive the 
gift…” (v. 4). Sometimes those 
you think would give the least 
give the most and those who 
would give the most give the 
least.  

 7) When The Philippians  

Sent Once And Again. Paul 
wrote the church at Philippi, 
“For even in Thessalonica ye 
sent once and again unto my 
necessity” (Phil. 4:16). The 
support of these brethren for 
gospel preaching is called, “…a 
sacrifice acceptable, 
wellpleasing to God” (v. 18). 
Instead of sacrificing for the 
preaching of the gospel, some 
sacrifice preachers for other 
things. Gospel preaching is 
worth sacrificing for! (Rom. 
10:13-17; 1 Cor. 1:21; Dt. 25:4; 
Lk. 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:14). 

 8) When Christ Gave 
Himself. The supreme sacrifice 
was offered at Calvary when 
Christ “…gave himself for 
us…” (Titus 2:14)! All the 
elements of acceptable sacrifice 
are present in Christ’s offering: 
gift was of great value — 
“himself” (Eph. 5:2) and “his 
own blood” (Heb. 9:12); the 
best (Jn. 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19); 
freely given (Jn. 10:17-18).    

 May these sacrifice 
demonstrations move us to, 
“Offer the sacrifices of 
righteousness…” (Ps. 4:5). 
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