
“BY WHAT AUTHORITY 
DOEST THOU THESE 

THINGS?” #2 
John Edwards 

 SUBSCRIBE TO A HUMAN 
CREED, CONFESSION, OR 
CONSTITUTION? For the first 
three centuries, there was no 
such instrument as a man-made 
creed to govern and regulate the 
people of God. Either the 
church was incomplete and 
imperfect during that time, or 
the Bible was all-sufficient for 
the government of the church. If 
the Bible, and the Bible alone, 
was the rule of faith and 
practice in all matters of 
religion at that time, why not 
use the same creed today? Who 
will deny that the Bible 
furnishes us with everything we 
need religiously? “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). Will you discard your 
divisive Manual and strike 
hands with us across the Bible 
as the only safe, infallible guide 
in all matters religious? 

 ENGAGE IN WORKS 
UNKNOWN TO THE NEW 
TESTAMENT? If the law of 
Moses, recorded in the Old 
Testament, was adequate to 
guide the nation of Israel 

religiously and politically; then, 
equally so is the law of Christ 
sufficient to direct the church in 
all work and worship. To 
involve the church in acts not 
included in the law of Christ is 
to indict the law of Christ as 
being an imperfect law. Yet, it is 
called “the perfect law of 
liberty” (Jas. 1:25). Who can 
believe that the law of Moses, 
with all its imperfections, was 
able to do what God intended it 
to do, but the law of Christ, in 
all its glory, is insufficient to 
guide and govern the Israel of 
God in all that it does? If a 
practice is not according to the 
word of God, it cannot be done 
“by faith” (2 Cor. 5:7; Rom. 
10:17). If there is no book, 
chapter and verse for a thing, it 
cannot be done “in the name of 
the Lord” (Col. 3:17). Will you 
give up everything unknown to 
the New Testament, and join us 
as we seek to restore the church 
as God planned it, Christ built it 
and the Holy Spirit revealed it? 

____________________  

MIRACLES OF 
HEALING 

John Edwards 

 There is a notable difference 
between New Testament 
miracles of healing and the 
“miracles of healing” purported 
today. Take note of some 
different kinds of miracles of 
healing in New Testament days:  

 Leprosy (Mt. 8:2-3). 
 Palsy (Mt. 9:2-8).  
 Blindness and 
speechlessness (Mt. 12:22). 
 Missing limbs (Mt. 
15:30-31). 
 Deafness and speech 
impediment (Mk. 7:32-37). 
 Great fever (Lk. 4:38-39). 
 Withered hand (Lk. 6:6-11). 
 Blood hemorrhage (Lk. 
8:43-44). 
 Severed ear (Lk. 22:50-51). 

 We deny that men today 
possess the power to work 
miracles of healing as the Lord, 
His apostles or those endowed 
with spiritual gifts in the first 
century. Is there anyone willing 
to publicly affirm that they have 
such power? We challenge you 
to come forward and do what 
these did. We will let you know 
if anyone steps forward. 

____________________ 
  
CHARACTERISTICS OF 
BIBLE MIRACLES #1 

John Edwards 

 A good way to see that 
miracles have ceased is to 
observe differences in Bible 
miracles and “miracles” 
purported today. Characteristics 
of Bible miracles are not 
characteristic of modern 
“miracles.” Those who claim 
power to perform miracles as 
the Lord, His apostles or those 
endowed with spiritual gifts 
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need to explain these 
differences: 

 IMMEDIATE. When Peter 
took the man lame from his 
mother’s womb by the hand, 
“immediately his feet and ankle 
bones received strength. And he 
leaping up stood, and walked, 
and entered with them into the 
temple” (Acts 3:7-8). The man 
did not receive strength 
progressively, but 
instantaneously! Why do 
“miracles” today not have the 
same immediate results as Bible 
miracles? 

 FAITH NOT REQUIRED. 
Today, faith is put as a condition  
of miraculous healing, and 
healing is in proportion to one’s 
faith. If one is not completely 
healed, then he did not fully 
believe, or so we are told. 
Really this is just a dodge! With 
Bible miracles, no faith is 
evident in many cases and there 
are cases where no faith was 
possible (Lk. 7:11-17; Acts 
13:11-12). Why do “miracles” 
today require things not 
required in Bible miracles? 

 ALL HEALED. Jesus went 
about “healing all manner of 
sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people” (Mt. 

4:23-24). Acts 5:16 records, 
“There came also a multitude 
out of the cities round about 
unto Jerusalem, bringing sick 
folks, and them which were 
vexed with unclean spirits: and 
they were healed every one.” 
Nobody was culled out or 
turned away. At the “miracle” 
campaigns and crusades today, 
why are they not healed every 
one? 

 EXPECTATION NOT 
REQUIRED. Some are made to 
believe that in order to see a 
miracle they must expect a 
miracle. Bible miracles did not 
require expectation, but were 
often unexpected. A good 
example is when the lame man 
at the temple gate expected 
alms, but received a miracle of 
healing instead (Acts 3:2-7). 
Why should we expect today 
that which was unexpected in 
Bible days? 

 NOT ADVERTISED BY THE 
ONE PERFORMING THEM. 
Have you observed how modern 
“miracle workers” advertise and 
publicize their “great wonders”? 
Jesus not heal for notoriety. In 
fact, on a number of occasions, 
Jesus commanded that the 
healed “tell no man” (Mk. 
3:7-12; 7:31-37; 8:22-26). Why 

is a modern “miracle crusade” 
preceded by an advertising 
campaign, when Bible miracles 
were not advertised by the one 
performing them? 

 NOT DONE FOR MONEY. 
We read where the lame man of 
Acts 3 was expecting to receive 
alms of Peter and John, but 
where do you find Peter and 
John expecting money or 
charity from the lame man? 
Today’s “faith healers” have it 
backwards! I suggest that when 
the money stops pouring in that 
the “healing power” will stop 
flowing out! Why do “healers” 
today beg and plead for money, 
when healing in New Testament 
days was not done for money? 

 PRESENCE UNNECESSARY. 
The one doing the healing and 
the one being healed did not 
have to be together for the 
miracle of healing to take place. 
A good example is when “God 
wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul: So that from his 
body were brought unto the sick 
handkerchiefs or aprons, and 
the diseases departed from 
them, and the evil spirits went 
out of them” (Acts 19:11-12). 
Let’s see the “miracle men” and 
“wonder workers” do this 
today!
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