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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 According to an April 23 
news report, Campbell’s Soup 
Company recalled more than 
4,000 pounds of chicken soup 
products because of a label 
mixup. Instead of Chicken with 
Whole Grain Pasta, consumers 
found Italian-Style Wedding 
Spinach & Meatballs in Chicken 
Broth in their 18.6-oz.cans. I’m 
making spiritual application of 
this in our study.  

 1) Importance Of Labels. 
A label is a classifying phrase or 
name applied to a person or 
thing. It provides information 
and serves as a means of 
identification. Who would deny 
the importance of labels on food 
products? Campbell’s label 
mixup led the USDA to issue a 
Class 1 recall, categorized as “a 
reasonable probability that the 
use of the product will cause 
serious, adverse health 
consequences or death” because 
of a known allergen not 
declared on the product label. 
When it comes to food 
products, would anyone say, “It 
really doesn’t make any 
difference what label you put on 
it; one is just as good as 
another”? Would you get upset 
with the USDA for issuing the 
recall, or appreciate them 
warning you about that from 
which you could potentially 
die?  

 2) Spiritual Labels. There 
is a spiritual sense in which God 
has labeled His people.  
 As individuals. Acts 11:26 
reports, “….And the disciples 
were called Christians first in 
Antioch.” The designation 
“Christian” classifies one as a 
follower of Christ. Peter 
penned, “For even hereunto 
were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should 
follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 
Agrippa said unto Paul, 
“Almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian” (Acts 26:28). 
The preacher was not trying to 
convince the king to be a 
Buddhist, a Hindu, or a Muslim. 
Peter said, “Yet if any man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify 
God on this behalf” (1 Pet. 
4:16). Can you imagine one 
subscribing to the Koran, 
yielding his allegiance to 
Muhammed, worshipping Allah 
and being called “a Christian”? 
That’s a label mixup! Or a 
Christian, who is classified as 
being “risen with Christ” and 
having “put on the new man,” 
living in “fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, 
and covetousness, which is 
idolatry” (Col. 3:1-10)? Such is 
a label mixup, like the scribes 
and Pharisees whom the Lord 

likened unto “whited 
sepulchres” and concerning 
whom He said, “Even so ye also 
outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity” (Mt. 
23:27-28).  
 With reference to the 
church. The church revealed in 
the New Testament is spiritually 
labeled. Romans 16:16 records, 
“….The churches of Christ 
salute you.” Paul wrote, “Unto 
the church of God which is at 
Corinth…” (1 Cor. 1:2). The 
Hebrew writer penned, “To the 
general assembly and church of 
the firstborn…” (Heb. 12:23). 
As a radioactive isotope, 
fluorescent dye, or enzyme is 
used to make something 
identifiable in biology and 
chemistry, these spiritual 
expressions are descriptive of 
the church. When a group of 
people are referred to by such 
Biblical words and phrases, one 
would expect all that is 
represented by those 
expressions to be characteristic 
of those so labeled. The church 
revealed in the New Testament 
is God-planned (Eph. 3:10-11), 
Christ-built (Mt. 16:18), blood-
purchased (Acts 20:28), and 
Christ-headed (Eph. 1:21-23). 
The relationship of Christ with 
the church is such that “…the 
church is subject unto Christ…
in every thing” (Eph. 5:24). 

A Label Mixup  
John Isaac Edwards



Assembling At:
4017 E Margaret DR

Terre Haute, IN 47803
[Exit 11 (I-70) W on HWY 46,                 

W on Margaret DR approx. 1 mile]

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.

Come be with us!

We Speak Where the 
Bible Speaks.

We Are Silent Where the 
Bible Is Silent.

We Do Bible Things in 
Bible Ways.

www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

The Terre Haute SPEAKER  is published weekly by the church of Christ at Terre Haute, Indiana.

“And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus…” are the words 
of Paul to the saints and faithful 
brethren at Colosse (Col. 3:17). 
There are those today who refer 
to themselves as “churches of 
Christ”, but when you open the 
can, instead of chicken you find 
spinach and meatballs! When 
churches lose the essential 
qualities that make the church 
of Christ the church of Christ, 

and yet call themselves “the 
church of Christ”, there is a 
label mixup! When “churches 
of Christ” are organized with 
arrangements not found in the 
word of Christ, involve 
themselves in works nowhere 
authorized by Christ or fail to 
do the Lord’s work the Lord’s 
way, worship in manners not 
directed by Christ, and/or their 
teaching is not solely “the 
doctrine of Christ” but adds to 

or diminishes from the way, the 
word and the will of Christ, 
there is a label mixup! 

 This just shows that you 
can’t always go by the label. 
You have to look and see what 
is on the inside. “Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is 
good” (1 Th. 5:21). 

____________________

Come And Learn About The Holy Spirit 

 Studies begin today in the auditorium class concerning one of the most misunderstood Bible 
subjects — the Holy Spirit. John Isaac Edwards will be teaching the classes with material he has 
prepared on the subject. We will begin with an introductory lesson this morning about the Godhead, 
showing from the Scriptures that there are three separate and distinct persons in the Godhead; 
namely, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. In future Wednesday and Sunday studies, if the 
Lord permit, we will discuss such things as: Why there is so much confusion about the Holy Spirit; 
The use of the word “spirit” in the Bible; The fact that the Holy Spirit is a divine person; How the 
Holy Spirit works through the medium of the word of God in convicting men and women of sin, 
bringing about their new birth and effecting their spiritual growth; and manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit (the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit). You are encouraged to arrange your schedule so as to be present for 
every Bible class, as these lessons will build on each other and you will not want to miss a single 
session. We invite you to come and learn what the Holy Spirit has revealed about Himself!
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