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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 God instituted marriage at 
the beginning to supply man a 
suitable companion (Gen. 
2:18-24), to propagate the 
human family (Gen. 1:28), and 
to keep the race morally pure  
(1 Cor. 7:2). 

 The decision as to who we 
marry is the second most 
important decision we make in 
life — second only to our 
decision to obey the Lord.  

 Long and careful 
consideration and prayer should 
come before this consequential 
choice. 

 A wife for his son, Isaac,  
was a matter of great concern to 
Abraham (Gen. 24:1-9). 

 Why is it so important as to 
who we marry? 

 1) IMPACTS OUR OWN 
SANITY.  

 Wisdom literature teaches:  
  
 “It is better to dwell in a 
corner of the housetop, than 
with a brawling woman in a 
wide house” (Prov. 21:9; 
25:24). 
  
 “It is better to dwell in the 
wilderness, than with a 
contentious and an angry  

woman” (Prov. 21:19). 
  
 “A continual dropping in a 
very rainy day and a 
contentious woman are 
alike” (Prov. 27:15).  

 We could marry someone 
unbearable! Wise Solomon said, 
“For three things the earth is 
disquieted, and for four which it 
cannot bear” (Prov. 30:21). 
Among that list: “…an odious 
woman when she is  
married” (v. 23). An odious 
woman is extremely unpleasant; 
repulsive. 
  
 Few things in life, outside 
of our relationship with the 
Lord, impact our joy and sorrow 
as who we select as our life-
long companion!  

 2) EXERTS A POWERFUL 
PULL ON OUR HEART.  

 This is recognized in the 
warning given to Israel in 
Deuteronomy 7:1-6. 
Concerning all the “ites” in the 
land, “…thou shalt make no 
covenant with them, nor shew 
mercy unto them: Neither shalt 
thou make marriages with them; 
thy daughter thou shalt not give 
unto his son, nor his daughter 
shalt thou take unto thy son. 
For they will turn away thy son  
from following me…” (vv. 2-4). 

 This statement is among 
Joshua’s exhortation before his 
death: “Take good heed 
therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the Lord your God. Else 
if ye do in any wise go back, 
and cleave unto the remnant of 
these nations, even these that 
remain among you, and shall 
make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to 
you: Know for a certainty 
that…they shall be snares and 
traps unto you, and scourges in 
your sides, and thorns in your 
eyes…” (Josh. 24:11-13). 

 Such brought about the 
downfall of Solomon! “Of the 
nations concerning which the 
Lord said unto the children of 
Israel, Ye shall not go in to 
them, neither shall they come in 
unto you: for surely they will 
turn away your heart after their 
gods: Solomon clave unto these 
in love….and his wives turned 
away his heart” (1 Ki. 11:2-3). 
If it happened to him, be 
assured it can happen to us! 

 3) INFLUENCES THE 
GENERATION TO COME. 

 It is written, “One 
generation passeth away, and 
another generation 
cometh” (Eccl. 1:4).  

 There are different
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generations described in the 
word of God (Prov. 30:11-14): 
“an evil generation” (Dt. 1:35), 
“a perverse and crooked 
generation” (Dt. 32:5), “a very 
froward generation, children in 
whom is no faith” (Dt. 32:20), 
“a generation which knew not 
the Lord” (Judg. 2:10), “a 
stubborn and rebellious 
generation; a generation that 
set not their heart aright, and 
whose spirit was not stedfast 
with God” (Ps. 78:8). And then 
there is “the generation of them 
that seek God” (Ps. 24:6). “God 
is in the generation of the 
righteous” (Ps. 14:5).  

 What the generation to 
come will be is largely 
influenced by the present 
generation. Thus, much 
emphasis is placed in the 
Scriptures on teaching the 
generation to come (Ps. 78:4-7; 
Dt. 4:9-10; 6:7-9; 11:19-21; 
Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4). 

 Like father, like son (1 Ki. 
22:41-43; 2 Ki. 21:20) and “As 
is the mother, so is her 
daughter” (Ezek. 16:44) is 
often the case! 

 Before there was John, 
there was Zecharias and 
Elisabeth. “And they were both 
righteous before God, walking 
in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord 
blameless” (Lk. 1:6). 

 4) AFFECTS OUR PARENTS 
STATE OF MIND.  

 Genesis 26 reports, “And 
Esau was forty years old when 
he took to wife Judith the 
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, 
and Bashemath the daughter of 
Elon the Hittite: Which were a 
grief of mind unto Isaac and to  
Rebekah” (vv. 34-35). 

 Genesis 27 finds Rebekah 
saying to Isaac, her husband, “I 
am weary of my life because of 

the daughters of Heth: if Jacob 
take a wife of the daughters of 
Heth, such as these which are of 
the daughters of the land, what 
good shall my life do me?” (v. 
46).  

 Solomon said: 

  “….A wise son maketh a 
glad father: but a foolish son is 
the heaviness of his mother”  
(Prov. 10:1).  

 “A wise son heareth his 
father’s instruction…”  
(Prov. 13:1). 

 “A wise son maketh a glad 
father: but a foolish man 
despiseth his mother”  
(Prov. 15:20). 

 Let’s consider our parents 
and show ourselves to be wise 
in the choices we make, 
including the decisive decision 
of who we marry. 
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