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The Body Is Not One Member!
by John Isaac Edwards

The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

! Paul wrote the 
Corinthians, “For the body is 
not one member, but many” (1 
Cor. 12:14). Do you know any 
body who needs to realize 
this? We all do, right? Since 
the body is not one member…!!
! 1) You Are Not a 
Church of Christ. When 
asked what they are 
religiously, a member of the 
church may be heard to say, 
“I’m a church of Christ” or 
even worse “I’m a church of 
Christer.” No, you are not. If 
so, then the church could 
meet in a phone booth, but 
you are not a church of Christ, 
for the body is not one 
member! The way to say that 
is — I’m a Christian, a 
member of the church of 
Christ. “…the disciples were 
called Christians first in 
Antioch” (Acts 11:26).!!
! 2) There Is a 
Difference Between an 
Individual and the Church. I 
don’t know of anything that 
has caused more problems 
down through the years than a 
failure to recognize the 
distinction between an 
individual and the church. 

There are those who think that 
whatever an individual may do 
the church may do. They have 
overlooked the fact that the 
body is not one member! 
Matthew 18:15-17 shows a 
clear distinction between 
individual activity and actions 
of the church. If what an 
individual does the church is 
doing, then no need to “tell it 
unto the church” for they 
would already know! There is 
a difference between what a 
brother may do alone, what 
two or three more may do, 
and what the church as such 
may do! Another good 
example is when Paul wrote 
Timothy, “If any man or 
woman that believeth have 
widows, let them relieve them, 
and let not the church be 
charged; that it may relieve 
them that are widows 
indeed” (1 Tim. 5:16). There is 
a difference between what an 
individual member may do 
and what the church as such 
may do, since the body is not 
one member!!!
! 3) We Need Each 
Other. From a physical 
standpoint, is there a part of 
your body that you would say, 

“I have no need of you”? How 
about your right arm? Do you 
need it? What about your 
kidneys or liver? Need them? 
Yet, there are those in the 
body of Christ, sometimes, 
who fail to realize how much 
we need each other. Paul 
wrote, “And the eye cannot 
say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee: nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. Nay, much more 
those members of the body, 
which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary” (1 Cor. 
12:21-22).!!
! 4) What the Church 
Does or Does Not Do Is Not 
Dictated By One Member. 
Do you know anyone who 
needs to realize this? 
Diotrephes did! John said, “I 
wrote unto the church: but 
Diotrephes, who loveth to 
have the preeminence among 
them, receiveth us not” (3 Jn. 
9). The church will not grow 
where there is a Diotrephes! 
The church must not be held 
hostage by the thinking of one 
member! Remember, Christ 
“is the head of the body, the 
church” (Col. 1:18), not you or 
anyone else!



! 5) Every Member Has 
Work to Do. There’s work for 
all to do. Suppose one of your 
body members just quit 
working, or decided I’ll let 
another member do it. Your 
hand can’t do what your heart 
does and your kidneys can’t 
do what your feet do. It takes 
all the members doing their 
part, right? This is the way it is 
with the body of Christ! Too 
often, 90% of the work is done 
by 10% of the members, in 
some places. One or two 
members can’t do it all! 
Someone might get to 
thinking, “If I can’t do what 
brother elder does or sister 
servant does,” then I’m just 
not of the body. How 
ridiculous! Ever read 1 
Corinthians 12:12-27? The 
key to church growth is every 
joint supplying and every part 
working as Paul declared, 
“From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual 
working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of 

itself in love” (Eph. 4:16). So, 
get to work! Don’t get upset 
because nobody did what 
anybody could do!!!
! 6) Members Must 
Work Together. Since the 
body is not one member, but 
many — the body members 
must all learn to work 
together, right? “…God hath 
tempered the body 
together…” and “…there 
should be no schism in the 
body…” (1 Cor. 12:24-25). 
Think what would happen if 
your right arm worked against 
your left or if your left leg tried 
to go in a different direction 
than your right. This is the way 
it is in some churches, and 
such just will not work! “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that there be no 
divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the 
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).!!
! 7) We Must Meet Our 
‘One Another’ 
Responsibilities. No man is 
an island, right? Yet, some 

seem to be so self-centered 
that they can’t see past their 
own nose! “…the members 
should have the same care 
one for another” (1 Cor. 
12:25). The members should 
be so connected that “whether 
one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it” (1 
Cor. 12:26). As Paul wrote the 
Romans, “Rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Be of the 
same mind one toward 
another….” (Rom. 12:15-16). 
John recorded these words 
from the Saviour, “…That ye 
love one another; as I have 
loved you…” (Jn. 13:34-35). 
The Romans were instructed, 
“…follow after the things 
which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may 
edify another” (Rom. 14:19). 
That’s important! We are also 
taught, “Use hospitality one to 
another…” (1 Pet. 4:9). Are 
you doing this?!!
! A lot of good lessons 
are to be learned from the 
body is not one member!
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