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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
“TO DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE”   

by John Isaac Edwards

The scene in Luke 23 shows 
prophecy being fulfilled as “…he 
was numbered with the 
transgressors…” (Is. 53:12; Mk. 
15:27-28). We call attention to the 
statement of the Lord made to one 
of the thieves crucified with Him: 
“Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in 
paradise” (Lk. 23:43). 

 1) TO DAY. Have you stopped 
to think about today? Many miss 
out on blessings of today, living in 
the past (thinking about yesterday) 
or worrying about the future (what 
shall be on the morrow). The 
Scriptures often talk about today. 
The Psalmist said, “….To day if ye 
will hear his voice, Harden not 
your heart, as in the provocation, 
and as in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness: When your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw 
my work” (Ps. 95:7-9). This 
reaches back to the wilderness 
wandering time of Numbers 14. 
The Lord said, “Because all those 
men which have seen my glory, and 
my miracles, which I did in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, and have 
tempted me now these ten times, 
and have not hearkened to my 
voice; Surely they shall not see the 
land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that provoked me see it” (vv. 
22-23). The Hebrew writer picked 
up on this in exhorting first-
century Christians to steadfastness 
(Heb. 3:7, 13, 15; 4:7). Today you 
can hearken to the Lord’s voice. 
Today your heart can become 

hardened. Today you can provoke 
the Lord. Today you can be 
exhorted. Today you can exhort 
another. Today is uncertain. James 
spoke of those who would say, “To 
day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and sell, and get 
gain…” and said, “…Whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the 
morrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth 
away. For that ye ought to say, If 
the Lord will, we shall live, and do 
this, or that” (Jas. 4:13-15). Recall 
all that befell Job in a day (Job 
1:13)? Remember the rich man 
who had plans “…for many 
years…” unto whom God said, “…
this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee…” (Lk. 12:19-20)? These 
serve as reminders “…thou 
knowest not what a day may bring 
forth” (Prov. 27:1). Jesus told 
about a certain man who came to 
his son and said, “…go work to 
day in my vineyard” (Mt. 21:28). 
We must do all that we can today 
for “…the night cometh, when no 
man can work” (Jn. 9:4). The use 
of “to day” shows the transition of 
the penitent thief from this life to 
afterlife was immediate — from 
immense suffering to paradise. 
How things can change in a day! 

 2) THOU. This shows 
individuality. The Lord deals with 
us as individuals. This is observed 
with the Ethiopian eunuch as 
revealed in Acts 8. Philip asked 
him, “Understandest thou what 

thou readest?” (v. 30). The eunuch 
said, “See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip said, If thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou 
mayest” (vv. 36-37). In Acts 9, as 
Saul fell to earth, the Lord said, 
“…Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?…I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest…” (vv. 4-5).“And he 
trembling and astonished said, 
“Lord what wilt thou have me to 
do? And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must 
do” (v. 6). In the city he was told, 
“And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 
Cornelius, in Acts 10 & 11, was 
instructed to send for Peter, “…he 
shall tell thee what thou oughtest 
to do” (Acts 10:6) or “Who shall 
tell thee words, whereby thou and 
all thy house shall be saved” (Acts 
11:14). With reference to the prison 
keeper in Acts 16, he brought Paul 
and Silas out and said, “…Sirs, 
what I do to be saved? And they 
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house” (Acts 16:30-31). 
Philippians 2:12 teaches, “…work 
out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” The plea of the 
thief was, “…Lord, remember 
me…” (Lk. 23:43). He didn’t ask 
about any family members that 
might have around, nor inquire 
about the other thief, or anyone 
else for that matter. It came down 
to him and the Lord. Notice to 
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whom Jesus said, “To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise.” This man 
was a thief. We read in Luke 10 of a 
man who “…fell among thieves, 
which stripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead” (v. 39). 
Could there be any hope for such a 
one as a thief? The teaching of Paul 
in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 shows that 
the unrighteous (including 
fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, 
effeminate, abusers of themselves 
with mankind, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners) can 
be washed, sanctified, and justified. 
Yes, there is hope for sinners. We 
can be forgiven and go to paradise! 
That’s the blessed hope of the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ! 
  
 3) SHALT BE. The words “shalt 
be” express a promise. God’s 
promises have often been in the form 
of shalt be’s. Take God’s promises to 
Abraham, for example. “…thou 
shalt be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). 
“And thou shalt go to thy fathers in 
peace; thou shalt be buried in a 
good old age” (Gen. 15:15). “…thou 
shalt be a father of many 
nations” (Gen. 17:4). The life of 
Abraham affirms that whatever God 
says shalt be, shalt be!  

 4) WITH ME. Think of being 
with the Lord! “We are confident, I 
say and willing rather to be absent 
from the body, and to present with 
the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). “For I am in 
a strait betwixt two, having a desire 

to depart, and to be with Christ; 
which is far better” (Phil. 1:23). 
Concerning the second coming, the 
dead in Christ and those who are 
alive at Christ’s coming, “…the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (1 Th. 4:16-17). How 
comforting! On the other hand, “…
them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ…shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power” (2 Th. 1:9). Will 
we be with the Lord, or separated 
from the Lord? If we die in sin, we 
can’t go to be with the Lord (Jn. 
8:21). 

 5) IN PARADISE. The word 
“paradise” appears 3 times (Lk. 
23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7). It 
suggests a garden or pleasure-
ground. It is used two ways: 
 — Of the intermediate state of 
the righteous dead. At death, “Then 
shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was: and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7). 
Jesus’ body was placed in Joseph’s 
tomb (Mt. 27:57-60). His spirit was 
in God’s hands (Lk. 23:46). He went 
to paradise of Hades (Ps. 16:10; Acts 
2:27). The account of the rich man 
and Lazarus shows there are two 
compartments to the unseen realm of 
departed spirits: paradise, a place of 

comfort, called Abraham’s bosom, 
and a place of torment (Lk. 
16:19-31). They were in a state of 
conscious existence: could see, 
recognize, feel, speak, plead, reason, 
desire, and remember. A great gulf 
separated the two. There is no 
changing the destiny of the deceased. 
Repentance must take place now, in 
one’s lifetime. Thus, the urgency of 
today! 
 — Of the eternal state of the 
righteous dead. At the final judgment 
of all nations, the righteous go away 
into life eternal (Mt. 25:31-46; Rom. 
2:6-9; 2 Th. 1:7-10), where they 
have access to the tree of life (Rev. 
2:7; 22:2, 14). 

 Sometimes the account of the 
thief is misused in an attempt to 
avert the Lord’s teaching concerning 
baptism (Mk. 16:16). It was not until 
53 days after the thief died and went 
to paradise that it was preached, 
“Repent, and be baptized…for the 
remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38). “…
a testament is of force after men are 
dead…” (Heb. 9:17). Jesus was alive 
when He uttered these words to the 
thief. He also told a wee little man in 
a sycamore tree, “This day is 
salvation come to this house…” (Lk. 
19:9). We might as well climb a 
sycamore tree and expect to be 
saved as to seek salvation without 
obeying the Lord! Christ is “…the 
author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). 
Have you obeyed? Now the 
accepted time (2 Cor. 6:2).
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