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THE SIN OF 
DRUNKENNESS 

Bill Cavender 

 “Woe unto him that giveth 
his neighbor drink, to thee that 
pourest thy venom, and makest 
him drunken also” (Hab. 2:5). 
“Drink no wine nor strong 
drink…that ye may make a 
distinction between the holy and 
the common, and between the 
unclean and the clean” (Lev. 
10:9-10). “Abstain from every 
form of evil” (1 Th. 5:22). 

 Drunkenness Is A Sin — A 
Malignant Sin. Malignant 
means: “tending or threatening 
to produce death; virulent, as a 
malignant tumor; characterized 
by rapid course.” Drinking is a 
malignant sin in two respects. 
First, its growth is rapid and 
sure from one stage to another: 
a social drinker to an habitual 
drinker, to a problem drinker, 
then an alcoholic (drunkard). 
There are six stages from 
soberness to drunkenness: 1. 
Dry and decent; 2. Delighted 
and devilish; 3. Delinquent and 
disgusting; 4. Dizzy and 
delirious; 5. Dazed and 
dejected; 6. Dead drunk! 
Secondly, it develops into and is 
associated with other grievous 
sins, such as cursing, gambling, 
dancing, lewdness, adultery, 
rape, robbery, suicide, murder, 
etc. The history of beverage 
alcohol is the history of sin! 

 What is good about 
drinking? NOTHING! No man 
ever lost his job for drinking too 
little. No doctor ever told his 
patient, “Your chances would be 
better if you had only drank 
more.” No employer says, 
“Give me a drinker every time.” 
No wife says, “My husband 
would be the best man in the 
world if only he would drink.” 
No husband has ever said, “My 
wife would be a much better 
wife and mother if she would 
drink more.” No insurance 
company ever offered reduced 
rates to drinkers. No police 
chief ever advocated more 
saloons and liquor stores as a 
means of reducing crime. No 
home or business ever increased 
in value when a tavern opened 
next door. The case for drinking 
is: broken homes, ruined 
reputations, broken lives, sick 
bodies and minds, hospitals, 
penal institutions, cemeteries, 
and lost souls — all tell the 
dreadful stories of drinking and 
drunkenness. 

 Drinking, instead of 
belonging to a decent society, 
belongs to auto wrecks that 
blight our streets and highways; 
to the morgue where the dead 
are found after the tavern fight; 
to the penitentiary where it has 
sent multitudes of otherwise 
good men; to the bad debt rolls 
where the names are found who 
spend all in the purchase of the 
brew of hell; in the gutter where 
it sends its “men of distinction” 

who become the “finished 
product of the brewer’s art”; to 
the divorce courts where hate 
and strife have replaced love 
and peace in the once-happy 
home; to the juvenile courts 
where it sends the youngsters to 
whom the brewers sold their 
products; and it belongs in hell 
where it finally sends the souls 
of those who are foolish enough 
to believe they can 
manufacture, sell and drink 
alcohol and mock God. 
Galatians 6:7-8. 

 A tramp, drinking in a 
saloon, was challenged by a 
young man: “Make us a speech. 
It’s poor liquor that doesn’t 
loose a man’s tongue.” 
Swallowing his drink the tramp 
straightened himself with a 
grace and dignity which his dirt 
and rags could not hide, and 
said, 

 “Gentlemen, tonight I look 
at you and myself, and it seems 
I look upon the picture of my 
lost manhood. This bloated face 
was once young and handsome 
and this wretched body once 
was as strong as any man’s. I 
was a man in the world of men. 
I once had a home, friends and a 
job. I had a wife as beautiful as 
an artist’s dream and I dropped 
the priceless pearl of her honor 
and respect in the wine cup, saw 
it dissolve, and quaffed it down 
in the devil’s draught. 

 I had children as sweet as  
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the flowers of spring and I saw 
them fade and die under the 
blighting curse of a drunken 
father. I had a home where love 
lighted the flames upon the 
altar, and ministered before it, 
and I put out the holy fire and 
darkness and desolation reigned 
in its stead. I had aspirations and 
ambitions that soared as high as 
the morning, but I broke and 
bruised their beautiful wings 
and at last strangled them that I 
might hear their cries no more. 

 Today I am a man with no 
wife to caress him, a father 
without a child to swing joyfully 
and proudly upon the gate in 
anticipation of his return, a 
tramp without a home to call his 
own, a man in whom every 
good impulse is dead and all 
swallowed up in the quicksand 
of drink.” 

Messenger Of Truth 
February 9, 1969 

____________________ 

THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST AUTHOR 

John Edwards 

 Many great and beloved 
authors have lived and died. But 

the Lord is the world’s greatest 
author! We will consider three 
things which make Him the 
world’s greatest author: 

 HE IS NOT THE AUTHOR 
OF CONFUSION. Even great and 
notable authors are sometimes 
authors of confusion. But the 
Lord God is not! Paul wrote, 
“For God is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints” (1 
Cor. 14:33). The word “author” 
has undergone a change in 
meaning. Today, the word 
“author” is used in reference to 
a writer of a book, an article, or 
piece of literature. In Biblical 
days, there were two Greek 
words for our one English word 
“author”. One of these two 
original words denoted that 
which causes something. The 
other signified one who is a 
leader in. Here, in 1 Corinthians 
14:33, the writer refers to that 
which causes something. The 
Lord is not the cause of 
confusion; and that is one thing 
that makes Him the world’s 
greatest author. 

 HE IS THE AUTHOR AND 
FINISHER OF OUR FAITH. 
Speaking of “the race that is set 
before us”, the Hebrew writer 

said that we must run “looking 
unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith” (Heb. 
12:1-2). Here Christ is signified 
as being the leader of faith. He 
trod the path of faith. He is the 
perfect example of faith. We 
must look unto Jesus, the leader 
and perfecter of faith, for the 
true example of loyal faith  
(1 Pet. 2:21). 

 HE IS THE AUTHOR OF 
ETERNAL SALVATION. Hebrews 
5:8-9, “Though he were a Son, 
yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered; And 
being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him.” 
Christ is the mediating cause of 
eternal salvation. Obedience is 
not inherited. It must be learned. 
And sometimes the school of 
suffering is the greatest teacher 
of obedience. If Christ had not 
become “obedient unto 
death” (Phil. 2:8), eternal 
salvation would not be 
available! Nevertheless, that 
salvation is conditioned upon 
one’s obedience to Him. Have 
you obeyed the Lord? He will 
blot out your sins (Acts 3:19) 
and write your name in heaven 
(Heb. 12:23). No other author 
can do that! 
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