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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
WHO WERE THE 

AARONITES? 
John Edwards 

 In the reading of Scripture, 
one comes across “the 
Aaronites”. Among the armies 
that came to David at Hebron 
we read, “And Jehoiada was the 
leader of the Aaronites, and 
with him were three thousand 
and seven hundred” (1 Chr. 
12:27). At a later time, Zadok 
was their chief. “…of the 
Aaronites, Zadok” (1 Chr. 
27:17). The Aaronites were the 
descendants of Aaron:“the 
children of Aaron” (Josh. 21:4), 
“the sons of Aaron” (1 Chr. 
6:50) or the “house of 
Aaron” (Ps. 115:10, 12), the 
elder brother of Moses (Ex. 
6:20; 7:7) and first high priest 
of Israel (Ex. 29; Lev. 8). 

____________________ 

WHO OR WHAT IS 
ABADDON/APOLLYON? 

John Edwards 

 In the Revelation John saw 
seven angels to whom were 
given seven trumpets (8:2). 
When the fifth angel sounded, 
John saw a star fall from heaven 
unto the earth and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless 
pit (9:1). When he opened the 
bottomless pit, there arose a 
smoke out of the pit (9:2). 
There came out of the smoke  

locusts upon the earth and unto  
them was given power (9:3). 
Their power was limited to 
torment those men which have 
not the seal of God in their 
foreheads (9:4-6). Revelation 
9:11 records, “And they had a 
king over them, which is the 
angel of the bottomless pit, 
whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the 
Greek tongue hath his name 
Apollyon.” Thus, Abaddon/
Apollyon is the name of the 
angel of the bottomless pit as 
depicted in Revelation 9. The 
meaning of the word is “a 
destroyer.” The term appears in 
Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; Psalm 
88:11; Proverbs 15:11; 27:20 
and is rendered “destruction”. 

____________________ 

THE RIVER ABANA 
John Edwards 

 Abana was one of the 
rivers of Damascus that 
Naaman thought better than all 
the waters of Israel. When a 
messenger was sent unto the 
leprous Syrian captain saying, 
“Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thou 
shalt be clean” (2 Ki. 5:10), 
“Naaman was wroth, and went 
away and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come 
out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the Lord his 
God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? may I 
not wash in them, and be clean? 
So he turned and went away in 
a rage” (vv. 11-12). It was not 
until he did what the man of 
God said that “his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a 
little child, and he was 
clean” (v. 14). This is a 
reminder that “my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your 
thoughts” (Is. 55:8-9).  

____________________
   
WHO WAS ABAGTHA? 

John Edwards 

 Abagtha is mentioned in 
the book of Esther. He was one 
of the seven chamberlains that 
served in the presence of 
Ahasuerus, title of the king of 
Persia. When king Ahasuerus 
was “merry with wine” during a 
week long drinking party, he 
commanded Abagtha and his 
other officials “To bring Vashti 
the queen before the king with 
the crown royal, to shew the 
people and the princes her 
beauty: for she was fair to look 
on” (Est. 1:10-11). To reject the 
word of the king’s chamberlain 
was to refuse “the king’s 
commandment” (Est. 1:12).
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MOUNT ABARIM 
John Edwards 

 Abarim, meaning “regions 
beyond”, was a mountain or 
range of mountains east of the 
Jordan River in the land of 
Moab facing Jericho. Abarim is 
mentioned 4 times in the Old 
Testament (Num. 27:12; 33:47, 
48; Dt. 32:49). It was here that 
the Lord instructed Moses to go, 
“…and behold the land of 
Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel for a 
possession: And die in the 
mount whither thou goest up…
Because ye trespassed against 
me among the children of Israel 
at the waters of Meribah-
Kadesh, in the wilderness of 
Zin; because ye sanctified me 
not in the midst of the children 
of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the 
land before thee; but thou shalt 
not go thither unto the land 
which I give the children of 
Israel” (Dt. 32:48-52).  

____________________
   

ABASE, ABASED,  
AND ABASING 

John Edwards 

 These words appear a total  

of 9 times throughout the word 
of God. The basic meaning is to 
“bring low.” The Lord answered 
Job out of the whirlwind: “…
behold every one that is proud, 
and abase him. Look on every 
one that is proud, and bring 
him low…” (Job 40:11-12). A 
man has the ability, if he will, to 
“abase himself” (Is. 31:4). God 
is able to exalt him that is low, 
and abase him that is high. The 
Lord God said concerning the 
profane wicked prince of Israel, 
“Remove the diadem, and take 
off the crown: this shall not be 
the same: exalt him that is low, 
and abase him that is 
high” (Ezek. 21:26). 
Nebuchadnezzar said of the 
King of heaven, “…those that 
walk in pride he is able to 
abase” (Dan. 4:37). The Lord 
taught, “…every one that 
exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted” (Mt. 
23:12; Lk. 14:11; 18:14). Thus 
every man must learn “…not to 
think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think; but to 
think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith” (Rom. 12:3). 
Paul used “abased” in the 
context of support, in respect of 
want, being hungry and 
suffering need in Philippians 

4:10-12. He asked the 
Corinthians, “Have I committed 
an offense in abasing myself 
that ye might be exalted, 
because I have preached to you 
the gospel of God freely?”  
(2 Cor. 11:7). 

____________________

THINGS ABATED 
John Edwards 

 The word “abated” occurs 
6 times in the Old Testament. It 
means decreased.  
 1) WATERS ABATED. It is 
said of the Genesis flood waters 
that “the waters were abated”  
(Gen. 8:3, 8, 11). Genesis 8:5, 
“…the waters decreased….” 
 2) MONEY ABATED. 
Leviticus 27 teaching about 
vows shows money abated from 
the estimation (v. 18).  
 3) NATURAL FORCE 
ABATED. Generally, when one 
ages his natural vigor decreases. 
It was said of Moses at 120 
when he died, “his eye was not 
dim, nor his natural force 
abated” (Dt. 34:7). Amazing! 
 4) ANGER ABATED. Judges 
8:1-3 reveals the “anger” of the 
men of Ephraim “was abated”. 
Anger is to be “put away” (Eph. 
4:31) and “put off” (Col. 3:8).
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