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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11).
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BAPTISM IS…
John Edwards

In the religious world today,
there are many different
philosophies that are being
taught in regards to what
baptism is. Therefore, there is a
lot of confusion among people
concerning this act of
obedience. Yet God in His word
has supplied us with a vivid
description of baptism and some
things that baptism is…
BAPTISM IS A BURIAL. The
word “baptism” comes from
the Greek word “baptisma”
which means: an immersion; an
overwhelming; a submersion.
The word “baptism” itself
depicts this act of obedience as
a burial. The latter part of Acts
the eighth chapter records the
conversion of the Ethiopian
eunuch and verses 36-39
declare that the eunuch was
baptized. In this example, the
Bible announces that “they went
down both into the water” and
that they came “up out of the
water”. In Romans 6:3-4, the
apostle Paul explains that we
are “buried with him by
baptism.” The Scriptures also
reveal that John baptized near
Aenon “because there was
much water there” (Jn. 3:23).
“Much water” would not be
needed if you were to sprinkle
or pour a little water over
someone!
BAPTISM IS AN ACT
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INVOLVING WATER. Water is
the element into which we are
baptized. It was stated in John
3:23 that John baptized near
Aenon “because there was
much water there.” Also, in
Acts chapter eight the eunuch
said, “See, he is water.”
Furthermore, Philip and the
eunuch went down into the
water and came up out of the
water (Acts 8:36-39). From
these passages we can easily
understand that baptism is an
act involving water.
BAPTISM IS FOR THE
REMISSION OF SINS. The blood
of Christ was shed for the
remission of sins (Mt. 26:28).
John 19:33-34 reveals that His
blood was shed in His death.
Therefore, when one reaches
the death of Christ, he then
comes in contact with the blood
of Christ and receives the
remission of sins. In Romans
6:3-4, Paul reveals that we
reach the death of Christ when
we are buried by baptism. It is
through baptism and only
baptism that we reach the death
of Christ and come in contact
with His blood, thus receiving
the remission of sins. Peter
stated it plainly when he said,
“Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins”
(Acts 2:38). The blood of Christ
takes away our sins and it is
through baptism that we reach
His blood.

Number 51
BAPTISM IS THE WAY INTO
THE KINGDOM. It must first be
understood that the church is set
forth in the figure of a kingdom.
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “I
will build my church” and in
verse 19 He told Peter that He
would give him the “keys of the
kingdom”. Once a person has
heard the word, believed it,
repented of his sins, confessed
his faith in Christ and been
baptized, it is then that a person
becomes a citizen in the
kingdom of God, being “added
to the church” (Acts 2:47) or
“translated into the kingdom”
(Col. 1:13).
BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO
SALVATION. There are
numerous individuals who have
the idea that baptism is
incidental to salvation. Those
who claim this will often teach
that you are saved at the point
of faith. Friend, we must realize
that it does not matter what the
majority of individuals say (Mt.
7:13-14), but it matters what
God says. In Mark 16:16 He
says, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be
damned.” To be saved, it is
essential to believe and be
baptized, but to be damned
(lost) all you have to do is just
not believe (Jn. 8:24). In 1 Peter
3:21 inspiration reveals,
“baptism doth also now save
us”. The Bible also informs us
that Christ will come “in
flaming fire taking vengeance

on them that obey not the gospel
of Christ” (2 Th. 1:7-9). If I am
going to be saved, I must be
baptized.

thoughts, our words, and our
actions.

MAINTAINING
SELF-CONTROL

OUR THOUGHTS. Paul tells
us in Romans 12:3 not to think
too highly of ourselves, but to
think soberly. Solomon said in
Proverbs 23:7, “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he”.
From this passage I ask the
following questions: What are
we filling our minds with? Do
we spend all of our time
watching television? What
types of literature are we
reading? What do we listen to
on the radio? What are our
friends telling us? In Philippians
4:8 Paul tells us to think on
things that are true, honest, just,
pure, lovely, and things of good
report. If we’re not thinking on
these things, we may be
thinking on things which will
damn our soul.

The apostle Paul said in 1
Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep
under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any
means, which I have preached
to others, I myself should be a
castaway.” In order to bring our
bodies into subjection to the
Lord, we must maintain selfcontrol. Self-control is a part of
three vital areas of our lives: our

OUR WORDS. The Psalmist
said, “Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy
sight, O Lord, my strength, and
my redeemer” (Ps. 19:14). The
words of our moth must be
acceptable in the Lord’s sight.
Jesus said, “That every idle
word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the
day of judgment” (Mt. 12:36).

The religious world has
attempted to shatter what the
Bible teaches about baptism.
They ridicule and mock Bible
baptism by establishing their
own type of baptism. We also
live in the midst of a society
which looks upon baptism as
foolishness. Remember, “it
pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). Let us
respect and accept what the
Bible teaches about baptism!
____________________
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We must stop to count the cost
of not controlling our words.
We must do as James said, “be
swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath” (Jas. 1:19).
Wrath, or anger, brings on
actions which are not acceptable
with the Lord of Hosts.
OUR ACTIONS. Peter said,
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which
war against the soul” (1 Pet.
2:11). Philippians 2:14 tells us
to “Do all things without
murmurings and disputings.”
We must abstain from fleshly
lusts and be found doing all
things without murmurings and
disputings. Solomon said in
Ecclesiastes 12:14, “God shall
bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether
it be good, or whether it be
evil.”
In Romans 14:12 Paul said,
“So then every one of us shall
give account of himself to
God.” Whether or not we have
controlled our thoughts, our
words, and our actions will be a
factor in the day of judgment.

THANK YOU FOR
BEING WITH US TODAY!
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We Speak Where the
Bible Speaks.

[Exit 11 (I-70) W on HWY 46,
W on Margaret DR approx. 1 mile]

We Are Silent Where the
Bible Is Silent.

Assembling Times:

We Do Bible Things in
Bible Ways.

Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.

Come be with us!
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