
 Volume 3                                 December 21, 2014                               Number 51

! The word “house” 
appears more than 2,000 
times throughout the word of 
God. It is used different 
ways, depending on the 
context. This study brings to 
our attention six different 
houses.!!
! 1) The Family. This is 
the first way the word 
“house” is used in the 
Scriptures. God told Noah, 
“Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark” (Gen. 
7:1). Hebrews 11:7 records, 
“By faith Noah, being warned 
of God of things not seen as 
yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the 
saving of his house.” 
Cornelius “feared God with 
all his house” (Acts 10:2). 
Three things about the 
family-house: It is God-
instituted (Gen. 2:18-24), 
man-headed and woman-
subjected (Gen. 3:16; Eph. 
5:22-33), and the child-
rearing place (Gen. 1:28; 
Eph. 6:4). !!
! 2) A Dwelling Place. 
“And Jacob journeyed to 
Succoth, and built him an 

house, and made booths for 
his cattle” (Gen. 33:17). 
Some things the Bible 
teaches about this house: It 
is a place for practicing 
hospitality (Gen. 19:2-4, 
10-11; 24:23, 31-32), a place 
for teaching (Dt. 6:7-9; 
11:19-21; Acts 5:42; 20:20), 
and a place for eating and 
drinking (Acts 2:46; 1 Cor. 
11:22, 34). Haggai finds the 
Lord’s people putting too 
much emphasis on this 
house to the neglect of the 
Lord’s house (Hag. 1:2, 4, 9).!
! !
! 3) The Old 
Testament Temple. It came 
into David’s heart to build a 
house for God (2 Sam. 7:2, 
7). It was built and dedicated 
by David’s son, Solomon (1 
Ki. 4-8). This is the place 
where Jews assembled for 
worship (Dt. 16).!!
! 4) The Physical 
Body. Paul wrote, “For we 
know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 

The physical body houses 
the eternal spirit (Zech. 12:1; 
Jas. 2:26). We need to take 
good care of this house and 
glorify God in it (1 Cor. 
6:18-20).!!
! 5) The New 
Testament Church. Paul 
spoke of “…the house of 
God, which is the church of 
the living God…” (1 Tim. 
3:15). As a spiritual house (1 
Pet. 2:5), the church is God-
planned (Eph. 3:10-11), 
Christ-built (Mt. 16:18), 
blood-purchased (Acts 
20:28), Christ-headed (Eph. 
1:21-23) and heaven-bound 
(1 Cor. 15:24).!!
! 6) The Meeting 
House. The command to 
assemble requires a meeting 
place and thus authorizes a 
meeting house (Heb. 10:25). 
This is where saints gather 
to worship God and do the 
work of the Lord. “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:24). 
Can you be found in this 
house when the doors are 
open? !
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! God has always 
called upon man to obey 
Him. The keynote of 
Deuteronomy is obedience 
(Dt. 10:12-13). The whole 
duty of man is to fear God 
and keep His 
commandments (Eccl. 
12:13). We ought to obey 
God was the answer of the 
apostles (Acts 5:29). Christ 
is “…the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that 
obey him” (Heb. 5:9). Down 
through the ages, 
obedience to God has been 
expressed in the lives of 
men and women. So, we 
take a look at expressions of 
obedience. !!
! 1) “Thus Did Noah.” 
When God commissioned 
Noah to make an ark, it is 
said, “Thus did Noah; 
according to all that God 
commanded him, so did 
he” (Gen. 6:22). !

! 2) “So Abram 
Departed.” When the Lord 
called Abram out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, his obedience is 
expressed in ten words: “So 
Abram departed, as the Lord 
had spoken unto him” (Gen. 
12:4).!
! !
! 3) “The Children of 
Israel Went.” When Israel 
was given instruction 
concerning the Lord’s 
Passover observance, it is 
written, “And the children of 
Israel went away, and did as 
the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did 
they” (Ex. 12:28). !!
! 4) “Moses Did As 
the Lord Commanded.” 
Leviticus 8:4 records, “And 
Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him…”!!
! 5) “Joshua Left 
Nothing Undone.” “As the 

Lord commanded Moses his 
servant, so did Moses 
command Joshua, and so 
did Joshua; he left nothing 
undone of all that the Lord 
commanded Moses” (Josh. 
11:15).!!
! 6) “The People Went 
Forth and Made 
Themselves Booths.” 
When the law of God was 
read, the people found 
written that they should 
make booths. They went and 
did as commanded in the law 
(Neh. 8:16).!!
! 7) “The Disciples 
Did As Jesus Had 
Appointed Them.” These 
words are recorded in 
connection with His entrance 
into Jerusalem (Mt. 21:6) 
and the preparation for the 
Passover (Mt. 26:19).!!
! May it be said of us!!
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