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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

WHAT THE BIBLE 
ONLY WILL MAKE 

Bill Cavender 
  
 The church in the first 
century was complete without 
any existing denomination or 
human organization. Five 
centuries afterwards Roman 
Catholicism became full-grown. 
Sixteen hundred years 
afterwards the first “Protestant” 
denomination was born. 

 It follows that 
denominational churches today, 
though numbered by the 
hundreds, constitute no part of 
the church of Christ. In the first 
century when the gospel of 
Christ was obeyed, such 
obedient made people ONLY 
Christians and Christians 
ONLY. It must follow then that 
the same plan of salvation, 
when obeyed today, will make 
ONLY Christians and Christians 
ONLY. But notice what makes 
what. 

 The New Testament, when 
obeyed, makes Christians, 
members of the body of Christ, 
the church of Christ (Mk. 
16:15-16; Acts 2:37-38, 41, 47; 
Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4-6; 5:23-27; 
Col. 1:18; Acts 11:26; 26:28). 
BUT… 
 The Bible plus the Book of 
Mormon will make one a 
Mormon. 
 The Bible plus the 
Methodist Discipline makes one 
a Methodist. 

 The Bible plus the Baptist 
Manual will make one a Baptist. 
 The Bible plus the 
Confession of Faith makes one 
a Presbyterian. 
 The Bible plus the Prayer 
Book will make one an 
Episcopalian. 
 The Bible plus the 
Catechism will make one a 
Roman Catholic. 

 Paul wrote that the gospel 
is “the power of God unto 
salvation,” and that people were 
“saved by the gospel” (Rom. 
1:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). Remember 
that when this pure gospel of 
Christ is mixed with the 
doctrines, opinions, and 
traditions of men it loses its 
saving power. Condemnation 
rather than salvation is then the 
result (2 Jn. 9-11; 2 Th. 2:9-12; 
Gal. 1:6-10). In the New 
Testament, when people wanted 
to be saved from their sins, they 
believed the truth, the gospel 
(Mk. 16:16), repented of their 
sins (Acts 17:30), confessed 
their faith in Jesus (Rom. 
10:9-10), and were baptized 
(immersed) for the forgiveness 
of their past sins (Acts 2:38; 
22:16). Then they were saved; 
God added them to the church 
of Christ; they were children of 
God by faith (Acts 2:38, 47; 
Gal. 3:26-27); and as members 
of Christ’s church they were 
called “Christians” (Acts 
11:26). This is the plan of 
salvation in the New Testament. 
God’s plan has not changed. By 

it one is made ONLY a 
Christian and a Christian ONLY. 
Dear reader, why not obey the 
Bible only and become a 
Christian only? 

____________________ 

A MAN  
NAMED ELYMAS 

John Edwards 
  
 It would be easy to 
overlook Elymas. He is 
mentioned only once in the 
Bible. Acts 13:8, “But Elymas 
the sorcerer (for so is his name 
by interpretation) withstood 
them, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith.” Let’s 
learn some lessons from 
Elymas.   

 A SORCERER. When Paul 
arrived at Paphos, on his first 
preaching trip, he “found a 
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, 
a Jew, whose name was Bar-
jesus” (Acts 13:6). Verse 8 
identifies this man as “Elymas 
the sorcerer”. Sorcery was often 
used to trick people, making 
them think you were some great 
power, like Simon, the sorcerer 
of Acts 8:9-11. 

 A FALSE PROPHET. Acts 
13:6 refers to Elymas as “a 
false prophet”. Peter wrote, 
“But there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers 
among you…” (2 Pet. 2:1). A 
man does not necessarily have 
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to be of bad character or have 
impure motives to be a false 
teacher. If one teaches false 
doctrine, then he’s a false 
teacher. We must always be on 
guard for the false (1 Jn. 4:1). 

 WITHSTOOD BARNABAS 
AND SAUL. Deputy Sergius 
Paulus “called for Barnabas 
and Saul, and desired to hear 
the word of God. But Elymas…
withstood them…” (Acts 
13:7-8). When you point folks 
to the word of God, often there 
will be those who forcefully 
oppose you. 

 SOUGHT TO TURN AWAY 
THE DEPUTY FROM THE 
FAITH. The reason Elymas 
withstood these gospel 
preachers is: “seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the 
faith” (Acts 13:8). Paul, “filled 
with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes 
on him, And said, O full of all 
subtilty and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, thou enemy of 
all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” (Acts 13:9-10). 

 A BLIND MAN. The Lord 
struck Elymas with blindness as 
“there fell on him a mist and a 
darkness; and he went about 

seeking some to lead him by the 
hand” (Acts 13:11). This shows 
how the Lord feels about false 
teachers and serves as a warning 
to any who would oppose the 
truth and turn away folks from 
the faith! 

____________________ 

TO THE  
HIGHEST DEGREE 

John Edwards 
  
 This study points out three 
things that are expressed in the 
Scriptures to the highest degree.   

 VANITY OF VANITIES. 
Solomon stated, “Vanity of 
vanities, saith the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity” (Eccl. 1:2). “Vanity of 
vanities” is vanity to the highest 
degree. When the wise man 
gave his heart to seek and 
search out by wisdom 
concerning all things done 
under the sun, he found all to be 
“vanity and vexation of 
spirit” (Eccl. 1:14; 2:11, 17, 26; 
4:4, 16; 6:9). The only thing of 
real worth is to “Fear God, and 
keep his commandments”  
(Eccl. 12:13-14).  

 GOD OF GODS. God is 
God to the highest degree. 
There is no God like Jehovah 
God. “For the Lord your God is 
God of gods, and Lord of lords, 
a great God, a mighty, and a 
terrible, which regardeth not 
persons, nor taketh reward”  
(Dt. 10:17). The Psalmist 
exclaimed, “O give thanks unto 
the God of gods: for his mercy 
endureth for ever” (Ps. 136:2).  

 KING OF KINGS. In the 
majestic marriage scene of 
Revelation 19, Christ the 
bridegroom of bridegrooms 
“hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS” (v. 16). Paul wrote 
concerning Christ, “Which in 
his times he shall shew, who is 
the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of 
lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). Christ 
Jesus is king, to the highest 
degree. He is the possessor of 
“All power…in heaven and in 
earth” (Mt. 28:18). Before His 
feet “every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue shall confess”  
(Rom. 14:11). Have you made 
Jesus King of your life, to the 
highest degree? 
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