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! The keynote of        
Deuteronomy is obedience 
as Moses exhorted the 
children of Israel in the plain 
of Moab to obey God. “At 
the end of every seven 
years”, there was to be a 
public reading of the law 
“before all Israel” (Dt. 
31:10-11). Deuteronomy 
31:12 records, “Gather the 
people together, men, and 
women, and children, and 
thy stranger that is within 
thy gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the Lord 
your God, and observe to 
do all the words of this law.” 
This purpose sentence 
contains four simple steps 
to obedience.!
! !       
! 1) Hear. This is where        
obedience begins. One will 
never obey the Lord, if he is 
unwilling to hear the word of 
the Lord. Moses appealed to 
the Lord’s people with the 
words, “…Hear, O Israel…” !
(Dt. 5:1; 6:3-4; 9:1). The New 
Testament puts much 
emphasis on hearing as well. 
Jesus often declared, as 
recorded in Matthew 11:15, 

“He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.” Do you have 
ears? God said of Jesus, “…
This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him” (Mt. 17:5). As 
Peter began his sermon on 
Pentecost he uttered, “Ye 
men of Israel, hear these 
words…” (Acts 2:22). One 
reason it is so vital that we 
hear the word of the Lord 
is,“…faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17).!!
! 2) Learn. It’s not        
enough for us to just hear. 
We must also learn, and this 
requires effort on our part. 
Moses said, “Hear, O Israel, 
the statutes and judgments 
which I speak in your ears 
this day, that ye may learn 
them, and keep, and do 
them” (Dt. 5:1). Jesus 
addressed the Pharisees, 
“But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth…” (Mt. 9:13). 
Jesus invites us with the 
words, “Come…learn of 
me…” (Mt. 11:28-29). The 
Lord simply said, “Now 
learn…” (Mt. 24:32). If one 
will not hear, he will not 

learn; and if he doesn’t learn, 
he never will obey!!!
! 3) Fear. Fear of the Lord        
is reverence for the Lord that 
moves us to do His bidding. 
Moses admonished Israel, 
“Thou shalt fear the Lord thy 
God…” (Dt. 6:13; 10:20). The 
“…whole duty of man” is to 
“…Fear God, and keep His 
commandments” (Eccl. 
12:13). Peter preached, “But 
in every nation he that 
feareth him (that’s God), and 
worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him” (Acts 
10:35). Do you want to be 
accepted with God? Then, 
you must fear God!!!
! 4) Do. Obedience        
requires that we do what the 
Lord says. Time and again, 
Moses impressed Israel with 
the need to do what God 
says (Dt. 4:1; 6:18; 8:1; 
11:32; 12:32). The New 
Testament is for doing (Mt. 
7:21; Lk. 6:46; Jas. 1:25; 
Rev. 22:14).!!
! Follow these four simple        
steps to eternal salvation 
(Heb. 5:9)!
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! As one reads the word        
of God, he can be 
impressed with some things 
God sets before His people. !
! !       
! 1) His Law. Moses        
asked Israel, “And what 
nation is there so great, that 
hath statutes and 
judgments so righteous as 
all this law, which I set 
before you this day?” (Dt. 
4:8). Deuteronomy 4:44 
records, “And this is the law 
which Moses set before the 
children of Israel.” God sets 
His law before us that we 
might walk therein (1 Ki. 
9:6; 2 Chr. 7:19; Jer. 9:13; 
26:4; 44:10; Dan. 9:10).!!
! 2) A Blessing and a        
Curse. It is written, “Behold, 
I set before you this day a 
blessing and a curse; A 
blessing, if ye obey the 
commandments of the Lord 
your God, which I command 

you this day: And a curse, if 
ye will not obey the 
commandments of the Lord 
your God…” (Dt. 11:26-28). 
It’s always been true that 
obedience brings a blessing 
and disobedience brings a 
curse (Lev. 26; Dt. 28; Rev. 
22:14).!!
! 3) Life and Good and        
Death and Evil. Moses 
spake these words to Israel, 
“See, I have set before thee 
this day life and good, and 
death and evil; In that I 
command thee this day to 
love the Lord thy God, to 
walk in his ways, and to keep 
his commandments and his 
statutes and his judgments, 
that thou mayest live…” (Dt. 
30:15-16). By choosing to 
keep the commandments, 
they chose life and good. But 
if they chose not to obey the 
Lord, they chose death and 
evil (Dt. 30:19).!

! 4) Hope. The better        
book speaks of “…a better 
hope…” (Heb. 7:19); “…the 
hope set before us: Which 
hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast…” (Heb. 6:18-19). 
Paul wrote, “For we are 
saved by hope” (Rom. 8:24). !!
! 5) A Race. The Hebrew        
writer mentioned “…the race 
that is set before us” (Heb. 
12:1). We must enter the 
race, run according to the 
rules, and run until the race 
is over to win the prize!!!
! 6) An Open Door. The        
Philadelphia church was told, 
“…behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no 
man can shut it…” (Rev. 3:8). 
An open door was set before 
the Gentiles (Acts 14:27) and 
the apostle Paul (1 Cor. 16:9; 
2 Cor. 2:12). Opportunity 
often knocks but once!!
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