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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

WARNING  
AGAINST ERROR 

John Edwards 

 There is constant need for 
warning against error. Peter 
penned, “Ye therefore, beloved, 
seeing ye know these things 
before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fall from your own 
steadfastness” (2 Pet. 3:17). 

 ERROR IS OF THE DEVIL. 
Error was first introduced by 
Satan, in the garden of Eden, 
when the father of lies said, “Ye 
shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4; 
Jn. 8:44). As God is “a God of 
truth and without iniquity, just 
and right is he” (Dt. 32:4), the 
devil, “the god of this world” (2 
Cor. 4:4), is a god of error and 
with iniquity, unjust and wrong 
is he! Those who propagate 
error are “the children of the 
devil” (Acts 13:10; 1 Jn. 3:8, 
10). 

 ERROR INVOKES DIVINE 
ANGER. When Uzzah “put 
forth his hand to the ark of 
God,” which none were 
authorized to touch (Num. 
4:15), “the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against Uzzah; and 
God smote him there for his 
error; and there he died by the 
ark of God” (2 Sam. 6:6-7). 
Throughout the pages and ages 
of sacred history, death has been 
the companion of error.  

 ERROR IS TO BE 
EXPOSED. Ever since man has 
possessed the knowledge of 
good and evil, he has been 
inclined to try to hide and cover 
error (Gen. 3:5, 10). There is no 
cloak of any human 
construction that can conceal 
error, “For there is nothing 
covered, that shall not be 
revealed; neither hid, that shall 
not be known” (Lk. 12:2). As 
light expels darkness, truth 
exposes error (Jn. 3:20-21). 
Error, and those involved in it, 
have always been identified in a 
specific way. God, by His 
servant Jeremiah, identified the 
work of idolatry as “the work of 
errors” (Jer. 10:15; 51:18). 
Jesus said to the Saducees, 
which denied the resurrection, 
“Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of 
God” (Mt. 22:23, 29). Paul 
labeled homosexuality as 
“error” in Romans 1:27, and 
named Hymenaeus and Philetus 
as having “erred concerning the 
truth” in 2 Timothy 2:16-18. 
Jude made mention of “the 
error of Balaam” in Jude 11. 
Children of light are 
commanded, “And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). 

 ERROR IS TO BE ATONED 
FOR. Under the law of Moses, 
on the day of atonement, the 
high priest entered the most 
holy place and made a blood  

offering “for himself, and for 
the errors of the people” (Heb. 
9:7). “But in those sacrifices 
there is a remembrance again 
made of sins every year. For it 
is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take 
away sins” (Heb. 10:3-4). Yet, 
we have been made to “joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement” (Rom. 
5:11). One cannot continue to 
“live in error” (2 Pet. 2:18) and 
receive atonement. He must 
make a clean escape from error 
by coming out, separating 
himself from error (2 Cor. 
6:17), and applying the blood of 
Jesus in being “baptized into 
his death” (Rom. 6:3-4), where 
He shed His blood (Jn. 
19:33-34). The Christian who 
has been “led away with the 
error of the wicked” (2 Pet. 
3:17) is cleansed by the blood 
of Jesus as he renounces and 
repudiates his error in 
repentance, confession of his 
sins, and walking in the light 
(Acts 8:22; 1 Jn. 1:7-9).  

 May our desire always be, 
“Teach me…and cause me to 
understand wherein I have 
erred” (Job 6:24). And, as 
James said, “Let him know, that 
he which converteth the sinner 
from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of 
sins” (Jas. 5:20). 

____________________ 
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HOW DO YOU VIEW 
OTHER RELIGIONS? 

John Edwards 

 This is a question that 
comes up from time to time. 
There are really only three ways 
of looking at other religions — 
through the eyes of pluralism, 
relativism or exclusionism. 

 PLURALISM. The pluralist 
says, “Every religion has 
something true to tell us.” We 
live in a pluralistic society, in 
which numerous distinct ethnic, 
religious, or cultural groups 
coexist. These cultural 
influences are shaping religious 
thought in America. The 
pluralist would tell us that 
reality is composed of many 
ultimate substances; that there is 
some truth in every religion. If, 
as claimed, there is truth in all, 
but not all truth in any, why 
limit a person to only a part of 
the truth, when he could have 
access to all of the truth by 
practicing all of the religions? 
The truth is that one cannot be a 
Christian and, at the same time, 
practice Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islamism, or Judaism, for these 
are opposing religions.  

 RELATIVISM. The relativist 
says, “My religion is true for 
me; your religion is true for 
you.” This theory suggests that 
conceptions of truth and moral 
values are not absolute, but are 
relative to the persons or groups 
holding them. If you think up 
and I think down, for you it is 
up and for me it is down. If you 
say black and I say white, for 
you it is black and for me it is 
white. Two plus two equals four 
— this is true everywhere in the 
world. If one said, “To you it is 
four but to me it is five,” we 
would think him ignorant or 
silly or both! 

 EXCLUSIONISM. The 
exclusionist says, “My religion 
is not only true, but it is the 
only truth.” The Bible is an 
exclusive book. Christianity is 
an exclusive religion. The 
Lord’s church is an exclusive 
body. “There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope of your calling; 
One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, One God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you 
all” (Eph. 4:4-6). When “there 
is one”, this is to the exclusion 
of all others! To say that one  

church is as good as another, 
one must admit that one God is 
as good as another. To look at 
religion any other way is to be 
blind to the Bible! 

 How do you view other 
religions? 

____________________ 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

 With this being the last 
bulletin of 2019, we would like 
to express our thanks to our 
supporters for your fellowship 
in the gospel which makes this 
work possible. Many have 
sacrificed much to make this 
work what it is today! All glory 
is given to God “that giveth the 
increase” (1 Cor. 3:7)! We have 
entered our 9th year of work in 
Terre Haute, Indiana, where we 
are privileged to work with the 
finest people on earth. We look 
forward, if the Lord will, to 
continuing speaking as the 
oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11) in 
the next decade with your help 
and by God’s grace.  

       — the John Edwards family
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