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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
IS JESUS REALLY THE 

SON OF GOD? 

 Many people in the world 
view Jesus as a prophet like 
Muhammad, a wise man like 
Socrates or an enlightened one 
like the Buddha, but deny that 
He is the literal Son of God. Is 
Jesus the Son of God, or not? 

 HE SAID HE IS. When 
Jesus brought sight to the blind 
man, in the ninth chapter of 
John, He said unto him, “Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God? 
He answered and said, Who is 
he, Lord, that I might believe on 
him? And Jesus said unto him, 
Thou hast both seen him, and it 
is he that talketh with thee”  
(Jn. 9:35-37). Will you accept 
His word for it? 

 THE FATHER SAID HE IS. 
When Jesus took Peter, James 
and John up into a high 
mountain apart and was 
transfigured before them as 
recorded in Matthew 17:1-5, 
“he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (2 Pet. 1:16-18). 
Will you accept what the Father 
said about His Son? 

 THE APOSTLES SAID HE 
IS. As eye and ear witnesses of 
Christ (1 Jn. 1:1-3), the apostles 
did “testify that the Father sent 

the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world” (1 Jn. 4:14). 
Immediately upon his 
conversion, Paul “…preached 
Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God” (Acts 
9:20). Their testimony cost 
many of them their lives. Would 
you die for a lie? Will you 
accept the testimony of those 
guided “into all truth” (Jn. 
16:13)? 

 Now, what will you say? 
Will you say with the man of 
Ethiopia, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 
8:37)? 

____________________ 

WILL SINNERS BE 
REDUCED TO 

NONEXISTENCE? 
John Edwards 

 Among “Fundamental 
Beliefs of Seventh-Day 
Adventists”, according to the 
Church Manual by the General 
Conference Committee, “the 
finally impenitent, including 
Satan, the author of sin, will, by 
the fires of the last day, be 
reduced to a state of 
nonexistence, becoming as 
though they had not been, thus 
purging the universe of God of 
sin and sinners.” If sinners will 
be reduced to nonexistence: 

 THE LORD DID NOT 
TEACH IT. Jesus declared,  

“Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels” (Mt. 
25:41). The abode of the sinner, 
following the judgment, will be 
commensurate with the abode of 
the righteous. “And these 
[cursed sinners] shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal”  
(Mt. 25:46). 

 PAUL DID NOT KNOW IT. 
If annihilation doctrine is true, 
why didn’t the apostle Paul say 
anything about it? To the 
contrary he taught, “wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon 
every soul of man that doeth 
evil” (Rom. 2:5-9). How can a 
soul experience tribulation and 
anguish when it is as though it 
had not been? 

 THE HEBREW WRITER 
DID NOT PEN IT. The epistle to 
the Hebrews reads, “He that 
despised Moses’ law died 
without mercy under two or 
three witnesses: Of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?” (Heb. 10:28-29). How 
is annihilation “sorer 
punishment” than death without 
mercy?
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 JOHN DID NOT SEE IT. 
The Spirit by John revealed, 
“And the devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever”  
(Rev. 20:10). Does that sound 
like a state of nonexistence? If 
sinners, who shall be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever, 
are reduced to nonexistence, 
will God cease to exist since He 
“liveth for ever and ever”  
(Rev. 4:9)? 

 The Scriptures nowhere 
teach that sinners will be 
reduced to a state of 
nonexistence, but that they will 
suffer in an unending state of 
conscious torment.  

____________________ 

DOES MAN HAVE  
AN IMMORTAL SOUL? 

John Edwards 
  
 The Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Seventh-Day Adventists and the 
World Wide Church of God all 
hold to the view that man does 
not have an immortal soul. 

 “…fish, birds, animals, and  

humans are all called ‘souls 
(nephesh)’ in the Bible. They do 
not have souls. They are 
souls…” (Good News, p. 88). 

 “We as Adventists believe 
that, in general, the Scriptures 
teach that the soul of man 
represents the whole man, and 
not a particular part independent 
of the other component parts of 
man’s nature; and further, that 
the soul of man cannot exist 
apart from the body, for man is 
a unit…” (Questions on 
Doctrine, pp. 515, 520). 

 These false beliefs stem 
from a misunderstanding of 
Bible teaching concerning the 
soul of man. 

 THE WORD “SOUL” IN 
THE BIBLE. Sometimes the 
word “soul” refers to the entire 
individual as “eight souls were 
saved by water” (1 Pet. 3:20). 
Then there are occasions where 
the word “soul” is used in 
reference to part of man that is 
immortal. It is said of Rachel 
that “her soul was in 
departing” (Gen. 35:18). What 
left Rachel when she died? Peter 
said, “Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in obeying the 
truth…” (1 Pet. 1:22). What 
does a person purify when he 

obeys the truth? Certainly not 
the physical body as Peter 
taught, “Not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh” (1 Pet. 
3:21). Sometimes the words 
“soul” and “spirit” are used 
interchangeably as in Luke 
23:46 and Acts 2:27-31.  

 MAN IS A TRIUNE BEING, 
COMPOSED OF SPIRIT, SOUL 
AND BODY. Paul wrote, “…and 
I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Th. 
5:23). If man does not have a 
soul, and the soul cannot exist 
apart from the body, Jesus did 
not know it for He said, “And 
fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell”  
(Mt. 10:28). 

 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
were very much alive, though 
their bodies had long been in the 
grave (Mt. 22:32). You have a 
soul, given to you by God 
(Zech. 12:1), worth more than 
the whole world (Mt. 16:26), 
that will outlive your body and 
needs to be secured for eternity! 

____________________
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