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 With the Pandemic, many 
recognize the need for and 
importance of a vaccine. Much 
has been said about the 
effectiveness of the COVID-19 
vaccine: how effective a 
particular vaccine is and when it 
reaches full effectiveness. This 
made me think about another 
malady worse than the virus — 
SIN (Rom. 3:23; 6:23; 1 Jn. 3:4; 
5:17). We need a vaccine, a 
remedy, a solution to the 
problem of sin. This is what the 
gospel supplies. I recommend 
that, when administered 
properly, the gospel is 100% 
effective! It is effective in: 

 CALLING. The Bible speaks 
of a special people known as 
“the called” (Rom. 1:6): called 
to be saints (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 
1:2), called unto fellowship (1 
Cor. 1:9), called to peace (1 
Cor. 7:15), called into grace 
(Gal. 1:6), called unto liberty 
(Gal. 5:13), called in one hope 
(Eph. 4:4), called in one body 
(Col. 3:15), called unto holiness 
(1 Th. 4:7), called out of 
darkness into light (1 Pet. 2:9), 
called unto eternal glory (1 Pet. 
5:10). How does God call men 
today? 2 Thessalonians 2:14 
says, “Whereunto he called you 
by our gospel…” Everything 
necessary for this divine calling 
is contained in the gospel! 

 BEGETTING. In order for 
one to be a child of God, he 
must be begotten. There must 
be the new birth. Jesus said, “…
Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again”  
(Jn. 3:3-7). Peter penned, 
“Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). There 
can be no begetting apart from 
the planting of seed. The gospel 
is the spiritual begetting seed! 1 
Peter 1:25 teaches, “But the 
word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto 
you.” Paul informed the 
Corinthians, “…for in Christ 
Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel” (1 Cor. 
4:15).  

 STABLISHING. There is great 
need for us to be spiritually 
stablished! “Rooted and built 
up in him, and stablished in the 
faith…” (Col. 2:7). “To the end 
he may stablish your hearts…”  
(1 Th. 3:13). “Comfort your 
hearts, and stablish you in every 
good word and work” (2 Th. 
2:17). “Be ye also patient; 
stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh” (Jas. 5:8). “But the God 
of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10). The 

gospel is fully effective in 
stablishing! Paul pointed out in 
his letter to the Romans, “Now 
to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ…” (Rom. 16:25). 
Timothy, a “fellow-labourer in 
the gospel of Christ” was sent 
to the Thessalonians “…to 
establish you, and to comfort 
you concerning your faith” (1 
Th. 3:2). If we are not 
established, it is no fault of the 
gospel! 

 SAVING. We need to be 
saved, and the gospel saves! 
“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). The 
Corinthians were reminded, 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein 
ye stand; By which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain” 
(1 Cor. 15:1-2). It is no wonder 
then Paul spoke of “…the 
gospel of your salvation…”  
(Eph. 1:13).  

 WHEN THE GOSPEL IS 
NOT EFFECTIVE. If one is not 
called, begotten, stablished or 
saved, it is no fault of the 
gospel! Some other factors may 
be the issue. The gospel is not
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effective: 

 When the gospel is not 
obeyed. The gospel must be 
obeyed to be effective! “But 
they have not all obeyed the 
gospel….” (Rom. 10:16). Peter 
asked, “…what shall the end be 
of them that obey not the gospel 
of God?” (1 Pet. 4:17). 2 
Thessalonians 1:8 says, “In 
flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 When the gospel is 
preached with wisdom of 
words. Paul said, “For Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ should be made of 
none effect” (1 Cor. 1:17). One 
translation says, “not with 
clever speech”. Another says, 
“not with eloquent wisdom”. 
The gospel does not need our 
cleverness or eloquence. In fact, 
that is not helpful, but hurtful! 
Just the pure, simple gospel in 
an honest and good heart is all 
that is needed! 

 When the gospel is hid. 2 
Corinthians 4:3 declares, “But if 
our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost.” 

 When the gospel is 
perverted. Paul penned, “I 
marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: Which is 
not another; but there be some 
that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ”  
(Gal. 1:6-7). A perverted gospel 
is powerless to save! 

 When the gospel is not 
mixed with faith. There must be 
the proper mixture for the 
gospel to work; it must be 
mixed with faith in the hearer! 
“For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them: 
but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard 
it” (Heb. 4:2). 

 When commandments of 
men are taught for doctrines. 
Jesus said the scribes and 
Pharisees “…made the 
commandment of God of none 
effect by your tradition” (Mt. 
15:6). Also, “But in vain they 
do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of 
men” (Mt. 15:9). 

 When the gospel is sugar-
coated or watered-down. There 
was no sugar-coating or 

watering-down in the words 
spoken by men of God in the 
first-century. In Acts 2, Peter 
preached of Jesus, “…ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain” (v. 
23). “…God  hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and 
Christ” (v. 36). “Now when 
they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” (v. 37). Acts 
7:54 says, “When they heard 
these things, they were cut to 
the heart…” The word of God 
is the sword of the Spirit, and 
“…sharper than any two-edged 
sword…” (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 
4:12). Gospel preaching is 
heart-cutting and heart-pricking 
preaching! 

 When the gospel does not 
reach an honest and good 
heart. Remember the parable of 
the sower (Lk. 8:5-15)? The 
only place the seed fell that was 
productive was “…on good 
ground…” (v. 8). This 
represents “…they, which, in an 
honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and 
bring forth fruit with 
patience” (v. 15). What kind of 
heart do we have? 
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