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! The fact that you and 
I are able to consider such 
a question is quite 
astounding in and of itself. 
The word “reasonable” 
suggests based on good 
sense. There is no question 
about it, man is a 
reasonable being. He is 
able to think, understand, 
and form judgments by a 
logical process. How did 
man acquire such power of 
the mind?!!
! What the Bible 
Says. The Bible says, “In 
the beginning God created 
the heaven and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). The 
account of this creation is 
recorded in the first two 
chapters of the Bible. 
Exodus 20:11 affirms, “For 
in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day…” 
On day six of the creation 
week, “God said, Let us 
make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. So God 
created man in his own 
image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and 
female created he them” !
(Genesis 1:26-27). Thus, 
man was formed; a full-
grown, highly-skilled, 
intelligent and intellectual 
person. He was given the 
capacity to reproduce 
(Genesis 1:28), able to tend 
a garden (Genesis 2:15), 
placed under a system of 
law (Genesis 2:16-17), 
possessed the power of 
language (Genesis 2:20), 
the privilege of choice 
(Genesis 3:1-6), and the 
ability to feel fear, guilt and 
shame (Genesis 3:8-10). 
How did man develop the 
ability to reason? The 
Creator endowed him with 
that power when He made 
him in His own image at the 
beginning. !!
! What Man Says. 
Man theorizes that the 
universe was created in an 
enormous explosion nearly 

14 billion years ago and 
that all phases, forms, and 
grades of life that now exist 
evolved from a single cell. 
We are told that original cell 
was a non-sex cell and that 
upon millions and millions 
of years it accidentally 
divided itself and became a 
dual cell, male and female. 
Through a process of 
evolution that took place 
over millions of years, here 
we are.!!
! Which is more 
reasonable, what the Bible 
says or what man says? 
That is for you to decide. 
How do you account for 
your ability to reason, not to 
mention all the order and 
design in the universe 
around us? Is it by chance 
or the result of Almighty 
God? “Through faith we 
understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of 
God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of 
things which do appear” !
(Hebrews 11:3). What the 
Bible says is more 
reasonable than alternative 
explanations of man. 
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! The attention of the 
world has been directed to 
Sochi, Russia, host site for 
the 2014 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games. 
Watching the competition, 
we are impressed with 
going for the gold.!!
! We Are Going for 
the Gold. Heaven, the 
reward for the faithful, is 
described as a city of gold. 
“...the city was pure gold, 
like unto clear glass….and 
the street of the city was 
pure gold, as it were 
transparent glass” !
(Revelation 21:18, 21). 
Unlike the gold medals 
awarded in Sochi, the 
reward in heaven is “…
incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away…” 
(1 Peter 1:4).  !!
! Gold-Winning 
Essentials. These are a 

must, if we are going to lay 
hold of heaven.!!
! Desire. The Olympic 
athletes have a strong 
desire to win the gold. You 
can see it in their eyes. Our 
burning desire must be 
heaven! It is said of the 
faithful, “But now they 
desire a better country, that 
is, an heavenly…” !
(Hebrews 11:16).!!
! Commitment. We 
see commitment on the part 
of those competing in 
Sochi. Our commitment to 
the Lord must be real! 
“Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind…” (Luke 
10:27).!!
! Sacrifice. Athletes in 
these games, and their 

families, know the meaning 
of sacrifice. As we strive for 
heaven, we must sacrifice. !
Paul said, “…present your 
bodies a living sacrifice…” !
(Romans 12:1). The Lord 
taught, “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me” !
(Matthew 16:24).!!
! Endurance. 
Olympians bear pain and 
endure hardships. So must 
we! “…let us run with 
patience the race that is set 
before us” (Hebrews 12:1). 
“…he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be 
saved” (Matthew 24:13).!!
! “…Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant…
enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord” (Matthew 25:21) will 
trump any national anthem 
heard in Sochi!!
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