
 Volume 6                                  February 26, 2017                                  Number 9

The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 The song, A Beautiful Life 
says, “My life on earth is but a 
span, And so I’ll do the best I 
can.” The global slogan of 
Mercedes-Benz is, “The Best Or 
Nothing.” I’m making spiritual 
application of this in our study. 
When it comes to what we offer 
unto the Lord, it ought to be the 
best or nothing! A reading of 
Genesis 4:4-5 shows the Lord 
never has accepted just anything. 
Under the law, it had to be the 
best to be accepted (Lev. 
22:18-25; Num. 18:12, 29). The 
time of Malachi finds the Lord’s 
people offering less than the best 
and the Lord saying, “Who is 
there even among you that would 
shut the doors for nought? neither 
do ye kindle fire on mine altar for 
nought, I have no pleasure in 
you, saith the Lord of hosts, 
neither will I accept an offering at 
your hand” (Mal. 1:10). Some 
areas of application: 

 1) The Best Of Our Time. 
Are we giving the Lord the best 
of our time? The Scriptures have 
a lot to say about time. Ever read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8? “To every 
thing there is a season, and a time 
to every purpose under the 
heaven…” Have you taken time 
for God’s purpose? Job 7:1 asks 
this rhetorical question, “Is there 
not an appointed time to man 
upon earth?” Remember Psalm 
90:10? “The days of our years are 

threescore years and ten; and if 
by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, yet is their 
strength labour and sorrow; for it 
is soon cut off, and we fly away.” 
The Psalmist declared, 
“Remember how short my time 
is…” (Ps. 89:47). We are taught, 
“Redeeming the time” (Eph. 
5:16; Col. 4:5). Do you know 
what time it is? Paul wrote the 
Romans, “And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when 
we believed” (Rom. 13:11). It 
may be that you’ve not been 
giving God the best of your time. 
Some so fill their time for 
themselves and others that they 
have little to nothing left for the 
Lord. How about spending the 
“the rest of his time” to the will 
of God (1 Pet. 4:2-3). As the 
Psalmist said, “But we will bless 
the Lord from this time forth and 
evermore” (Ps. 115:18). 

 2) The Best Of Our 
Treasure. Wisdom literature 
records, “Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first 
fruits of all thine increase”  
(Prov. 3:9). Do we do this? 
Remember when it came time for 
the Lord’s people to build the 
tabernacle, a portable worship 
place during the wilderness-
wandering period? Do you know 
where all the precious materials 

came from? Treasure came from 
willing hearts. “Take from among 
you an offering unto the Lord: 
whosoever is of a willing heart, 
let him bring it, an offering of the 
Lord [now notice the treasure 
brought]; gold, and silver, and 
brass, And blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ 
hair, And rams’ skins dyed red, 
and badgers’ skins, and shittim 
wood, And oil for the light, and 
spices for anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense, And onyx 
stones, and stones to be set for 
the ephod, and for the 
breastplate” (Ex. 35:5-9). If you 
had been a Jew,  would you have 
thought, “I think I’ll hold on to 
my gold and silver. Why fine 
linen? I’ve got some remnant that 
I don’t have any use for; I’ll 
bring that. I’m not sure about the 
rams’ skins and badgers’ skins; 
they look really nice hanging on 
my wall. And those stones would 
be really nice around my house.” 
It would seem that many today 
want the best for themselves, and 
give “of their abundance”, 
without making any sacrifice, 
like the rich who cast money into 
the treasury in Mark 12:41-44. 
Remember how the people gave 
for the tabernacle? They brought 
“…much more than enough…the 
people were restrained from 
bringing. For the stuff they had 
was sufficient for all the work to 
make it, and too much” (Ex.
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36:5-7). Imagine that! Also for 
the temple-building, in addition 
to all that David prepared, the 
people “…offered willingly, And 
gave for the service of the house 
of God of gold five thousand 
talents and ten thousand drams, 
and of silver ten thousand talents, 
and of brass eighteen thousand 
talents, and one hundred thousand 
talents of iron. And they with 
whom precious stones were found 
gave them to the treasure of the 
house of the Lord…” (1 Chr. 
29:6-8). Know how the people 
were able to give after this sort? 
They recognized they were giving 
the Lord what was His (1 Chr. 
29:14-16). Luke 8:2-3 mentions 
women which ministered unto the 
Lord of their substance. 
Remember the woman having an 
alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious, brake 
the box, and poured it on Jesus’ 
head (Mk. 14:3-8)? Some thought 
she wasted it! Or how what the 
rich fool who made no mention of 
God or others; only self? “So is 
he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward 
God” (Lk. 12:21). Jesus said, 
“For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also” (Mt. 
6:21). Where you put your 
treasure is a great indicator of 
where your heart is. Where’s 

yours? Have you been giving 
God the best of your treasure? 

 3) The Best Of Our Talents. 
We have responsibility to the 
extent of our ability and 
opportunity. The parable of the 
talents finds talents being given 
“to every man according to his 
several ability” (Mt. 25:15). How 
have we been using our abilities? 
Exodus 18:21 provided “able 
men, such as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetousness” to be 
placed over the people. Would 
you have used your ability in 
such a way? In the worship 
chapter of the Old Testament, it is 
written, “Every man shall give as 
he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord thy God 
which he hath given thee” (Dt. 
16:17). Our ability is of God and 
not ourselves. “And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work” (2 
Cor. 9:8). Have you been 
cheating God by not thinking 
you’re able? Remember you 
don’t have to serve after someone 
else’s ability; you glorify God by 
serving him after the best of your 
ability! “…if any man minister, 
let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all 

things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ…” (1 Pet. 4:11). 

 4) The Best Of Our Toil. To 
toil is to labour with wearisome 
effort, like fisherman Peter who 
said, “Master, we have toiled all 
the night…” (Lk. 5:5). Some may 
so toil in fishing and other 
endeavors that they have no toil 
left for the Lord. If you had been 
living at the time the Roman 
letter was penned, would you 
have been commended for your 
labor in the Lord (Rom. 16:6, 
12)? Paul is a great example of 
labour! Read 1 Corinthians 15:10. 

 In the folly of idolatry 
teaching of Isaiah 44, he tells of a 
man who cuts down a tree, burns 
part of it to cook his food and 
warm himself, and with the 
leftovers he makes a god. Such a 
religion is no more satisfying 
than feeding on ashes! How many 
times are we like that when it 
comes to God Almighty? We use 
our time, treasure, talents and toil 
on ourselves and try to give God 
what’s left, and most of the time 
there’s not much left! Think how 
it would improve our lives and 
the work and worship of the local 
church, when each Christian has 
this ‘best or nothing’ mentality, 
commits to doing the best he can!
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