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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

Bill Cavender 
  
 “For if I build again the 
things which I destroyed, I make 
myself a transgressor”  
(Gal. 2:18).   

 When Paul publicly 
rebuked Peter before the church 
at Antioch, he made the above 
statement in his remarks. Peter 
had played the hypocrite by 
separating himself from the 
Gentile brethren in the church 
when certain Jewish brethren 
had come to Antioch from 
Jerusalem. A division resulted in 
the church between Jewish and 
Gentile Christians due to Peter’s 
action. By doing what he did, 
Peter perpetrated division which 
the gospel condemned, and 
which Jesus died to heal by 
reconciling both Jews and 
Gentiles in one body by His 
death on the cross (Eph. 
2:11-22). Peter preached unity 
between Jews and Gentiles, yet 
practiced division. Thus Paul 
rebuked him and pointed out to 
him and to the church that Peter 
was a transgressor, for he was 
building again (separation 
between Jews and Gentiles) the 
very things which he destroyed.  

 Churches of Christ have in 
past years and generations 
pointed out the errors of 
denominationalism, condemned 
their divisions, debated their 

false doctrines, and showed 
their attitude toward God’s word  
to be altogether wrong. Yet most 
of these churches of Christ in 
this generation now are building 
what once they destroyed. 
Many, many churches of Christ 
will compare favorably with any 
denomination under heaven, and 
in their concepts and practices 
are altogether denominational in 
character. 

 For example, many are just 
denominations in their 
exaltation of men. We had a 
good example of this in this 
area. Jimmy Allen, an ultra-
liberal, came to town. He was 
exalted to high heaven. But the 
name of the Saviour, Jesus, was 
not mentioned nor His saving 
gospel. Everything was 
“Jimmy”. Ads flooded the local 
newspaper saying “Jimmy Is 
Coming”. In the classified ads 
was the invitation to “hear 
Jimmy Allen”. The billboards 
urged people to hear Jimmy 
Allen. In the newspaper article, 
his travels, his degrees, his 
meetings, his family, etc. etc. 
was in detail, but not a word 
about the eternal purpose of 
God, the saving gospel, and 
Christ who died. Division and 
denominationalism is a sure 
result of the exaltation of men 
(1 Cor. 1:10-18).  

 Churches of Christ now 
parade their “Doctors”, their 
“Professors”, their “World 
Travelers”, their “Campaign 

Speakers”, etc. All of this is 
common to denominationalism 
but foreign to the New 
Testament. Never did the 
apostles of Jesus so exalt 
themselves nor permit such 
exaltation. No man is a true 
preacher who would permit silly 
brethren to so use him, and true 
Christians will not exalt men so. 
My brethren in liberal churches 
of Christ can outdo anything the 
denominations concoct now. 

 These churches of Christ 
are denominational in fact by 
their centralizing their work in 
various central agencies. In the 
New Testament, every local 
church was entirely independent 
from, equal to, and organized 
like, every other church. Each 
church had its own elders, 
deacons and members (Acts 
14:23; Phil. 1:1; Acts 20:28; 1 
Pet. 5:2-3). Each church did its 
own work, carried on its own 
worship, supported its own 
preachers and had an 
autonomous existence as if it 
were the only church in the 
world. There were no 
organizational ties of any form 
or fashion binding churches 
together. No church ever 
planned or purposed a work 
involving another church and its 
resources.  

 Denominationalism 
involves the tying and binding 
of churches together, voluntarily 
or involuntarily. One local 
Baptist church is not a  
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denomination, but a plurality of 
Baptist churches tied together 
organizationally through the 
Southern Baptist Convention is 
a denomination in every sense 
of the word. Those individual 
Baptist churches which 
participate in this Convention 
arrangement are, therefore, 
denominational churches. The 
same is true of local churches of 
Christ. One local church is not a 
denomination. But a plurality of 
local churches of Christ, tied 
together through a central 
organization such as an 
“overseeing eldership,” or 
“sponsoring church” or “a board 
of directors” are in every sense 
denominational churches. Those 
churches of Christ who support 
the Herald of Truth, which 
involves a centralized eldership, 
sponsoring church arrangement; 
and those churches of Christ 
which support human 
benevolent societies such as 
Boles Home under a board of 
directors, are denominational 
churches. It is right and proper 
to call them such.  

 Is this not true? If not, why 
not? If local Baptist churches, 
centralized in their work 
through a Convention, are a 
denomination, why are not local 
churches of Christ a 

denomination when they 
centralize their work in and 
through a board of men 
somewhere? Answer please! 

Messenger Of Truth 
February 9, 1969 

____________________ 

A MOST 
UNWHOLESOME 

DOCTRINE 
John Edwards 

  
 Paragraph 69 of the 
Methodist Discipline states: 
“We are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and not for our 
own works or deservings. 
Wherefore, that we are justified 
by faith only is a most 
wholesome doctrine, and very 
full of comfort.” 

 The “faith only” doctrine 
taught by Methodists is most 
unwholesome as it does not 
consent to the wholesome 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Tim. 6:3-5).  

 CONTRADICTS THE LORD. 
The Lord said, “He that 

believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved…” (Mk. 16:16). Jesus 
said it takes faith and baptism to 
save; not faith only.  

 CREATES A UNIVERSAL 
SALVATION. If we are saved by 
faith only, then how could any 
be lost for at the judgment all 
will believe. The Lord said,  
“…every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess 
to God” (Rom. 14:11).  

 MAKES GOD A LIAR. God, 
in His word, says, “Ye see then 
how that by works a man is 
justified, and not by faith 
only” (Jas. 2:24). Faith must be 
put to work as the Bible says, 
“Faith without works is 
dead” (Jas. 2:17, 26). Hebrews 
11 people were said to have 
faith because of what they DID.  

 Nothing alone saves us. We 
are saved by God (1 Tim. 
2:3-4), by Christ (Mt. 18:11), by 
grace (Eph. 2:8), by faith (Rom. 
5:1), by preaching (1 Cor. 1:21), 
by the gospel (Rom. 1:16), by 
baptism (1 Pet. 3:21) and the 
list goes on.  

READ THE BIBLE 
THROUGH 2022! 
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