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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
WITH HIS WORD  
by John Isaac Edwards

Luke reports of the Lord’s 
teaching: “…his word was with 
power” (Lk. 4:31-32). To impress 
us with the power of His word, 
I’m calling our attention to the 
phrase, “…with his word…” as 
found in Matthew 8:16. Have you 
thought about all that is 
accomplished WITH HIS WORD?  

 1) A LEPER WAS MADE 
CLEAN. Matthew 8 finds a leper 
coming to Jesus saying, “Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean” (v. 2). Leprosy was a skin 
disease for which there was no 
known cure. Such caused one to 
be unclean (Lev. 13:45) and put 
out of the camp (Num. 5:2). With 
His word, this leper was made 
clean as Matthew reports Jesus 
saying, “I will; be thou clean. 
And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed” (Mt. 8:3).  

 2) A CENTURION’S SERVANT 
WAS HEALED. The commander 
of a century in the ancient Roman 
army besought Jesus, “Lord, my 
servant lieth at home sick of the 
palsy, grievously tormented” (Mt. 
8:5-6). Jesus said, “I will come 
and heal him” (Mt. 8:7). The 
centurion answered, “Lord, I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof: but speak 
the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed” (Mt. 8:8). Would 
you have had the faith of this 
man — Lord, just say the word 

and my servant will be healed? 
Jesus marveled at the man’s faith 
(vv. 10-12) and said unto the 
centurion, “Go thy way; and as 
thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee. And his servant was 
healed in the selfsame hour”  
(Mt. 8:13). 

 3) A FEVER LEFT PETER’S 
WIFE’S MOTHER. Matthew 
reveals, “And when Jesus was 
come into Peter’s house, he saw 
his wife’s mother laid, and sick of 
a fever. And he touched her hand, 
and the fever left her: and she 
arose, and ministered unto them” 
(Mt. 8:14-15). Luke’s account 
informs us: “And he stood over 
her, and rebuked the fever; and it 
left her: and immediately she 
arose and ministered unto 
them” (Lk. 4:39). This is a good 
place to point out that Peter was a 
married man; thus, not a pope! 

 4) SPIRITS WERE CAST 
OUT. The text upon which our 
study is based says: “When the 
even was come, they brought unto 
him many that were possessed 
with devils: and he cast out the 
spirits with his word…”  
(Mt. 8:16). An example of such 
being done is recorded in 
Matthew 8:28-33.  

 5) ALL THAT WERE SICK 
WERE HEALED. Matthew 
continues, “…and healed all that 

were sick” (Mt. 8:16). No 
sickness or disease was too great 
to be healed with His word (Mt. 
4:23-24)! Matthew 8:17 relates, 
“That it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet, saying, Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our 
sicknesses.” This is a quote from 
Isaiah 53:4. Thus, with His word 
prophecy was fulfilled! 

 6)  A GREAT TEMPEST WAS 
CALMED. “And, behold, there 
arose a great tempest in the sea, 
insomuch that the ship was 
covered with the waves…And his 
disciples came to him, and awoke 
him, saying, Lord, save us: we 
perish” (Mt. 8:24-25). Jesus “…
arose, and rebuked the wind, and 
said unto the sea, Peace, be still. 
And the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm” (Mk. 4:39). 
The men marveled, “What 
manner of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him!” 
(Mt. 8:27). 

 7) LIFE IS GIVEN. The word 
of Christ has life-giving power! 
Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life” (Jn. 5:24). This is 
the very reason Jesus came: “…
that they might have life, and that
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they might have it more 
abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). It’s not 
enough to just hear and believe, 
we must be keepers of His word! 
Jesus declared, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, If a man keep my 
saying, he shall never see 
death” (Jn. 8:51). 

 8) WE ARE MADE CLEAN. A 
reading of Matthew 15:18-20 will 
cause one to learn there are 
things which defile or make us 
unclean. With His word we can 
be made clean, spiritually. Jesus 
taught, “Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have 
spoken unto you” (Jn. 15:3). This 
takes place through obedience to 
His word as Peter pointed out: 
“Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth…”  
(1 Pet. 1:22).  

 9) THE DEAD ARE RAISED. 
With His word, Lazarus was 
raised to life after being dead 
four days. Jesus “…cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

And he that was dead came 
forth…” (Jn. 11:43-44). There is 
power in that same word to bring 
forth all that are in the graves. 
“Marvel not at this: for the hour 
is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, And shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation”  
(Jn. 5:28-29). 

 10) WE WILL BE JUDGED. 
Jesus stated, “He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last 
day” (Jn. 12:48). Paul penned, 
“For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). With 
His word, our eternal destiny will 
be decided as Matthew 25 

portrays Jesus, as a shepherd 
dividing his sheep from the goats. 
He will either say, “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world” or 
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:34, 
41). May each of us consider: 
Which will it be for me? 

 WITH HIS WORD should give 
us great respect for His word! 
May we be like Peter, who had 
toiled all the night, and taken 
nothing fishing. When told by the 
Lord, “Launch out into the deep, 
and let down your nets for a 
draught”, Peter said, “…
nevertheless at thy word I will let 
down the net” (Lk. 5:4-5). “And 
when they had this done, they 
inclosed a great multitude of 
fishes: and their net brake” (Lk. 
5:6). We need to have enough 
respect for the Lord’s word to do 
whatever He says, whether we 
see any sense in it or not!

EACH ONE FIND ONE (JN. 1:41)!
EACH ONE BRING ONE (JN. 1:42)!

EACH ONE TEACH ONE (2 TIM. 2:2)!
EACH ONE WIN ONE (PROV. 11:30)!
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