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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
THESE ARE 
RIGHTEOUS 
John Edwards 

 The Bible often speaks of 
the righteous. In fact, the word 
“righteous” occurs 238 times in 
my Bible. Often, there is a 
contrast between the righteous 
and the wicked, as in Proverbs 
10 (vv. 3, 11, 16, 24, 25, 28, 30, 
32). These are righteous:  

 RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE. The 
first person to be called 
righteous was Abel. Jesus spoke 
of “the blood of righteous Abel” 
in Matthew 23:35. Hebrews 
11:4 says, “he obtained witness 
that he was righteous….” John 
said his works were “righteous” 
(1 Jn. 3:12). The first 
appearance of the word 
“righteous” is in reference to 
Noah. God said, “thee have I 
seen righteous before me in this 
generation” (Gen. 7:1). Lot is 
mentioned by Peter as “that 
righteous man” and “his 
righteous soul” in 2 Peter 2:8. 
Zacharias and Elisabeth “were 
both righteous before God, 
walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless” (Lk. 
1:6). If you had been these, 
would you have been said to be 
righteous? Are you righteous? 
The apostle John declared, “he 
that doeth righteousness is 
righeous, even as he is 
righteous” (1 Jn. 3:7). 

 RIGHTEOUS NATION.  

Wisdom literature reveals, 
“Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Prov. 14:34). In 
Genesis 20, when Abraham 
sojourned in Gerar and the king 
of Gerar took Sarah as Abraham 
said of his wife, She is my 
sister, Abimelech said, “Lord, 
wilt thou slay also a righteous 
nation?” (v. 4). Isaiah 26:2 
states, “Open ye the gates, that 
the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in.” 
It was said of the nation of 
Israel, “And what nation is there 
so great, that hath statutes and 
judgments so righteous as all 
this law, which I set before you 
this day?” (Dt. 4:8). Today, 
Christians constitute “an holy 
nation” (1 Pet. 2:9).  

 RIGHTEOUS GOD. One of 
the great attributes of God is 
that He is righteous! After very 
grievous fire mingled hail, 
Pharaoh sent for Moses and 
Aaron saying, “I have sinned 
this time: the Lord is righteous, 
and I and my people are 
wicked” (Ex. 9:27). The princes 
of Israel and the king humbled 
themselves, in 2 Chronicles 12, 
and said, “The Lord is 
righeous” (v. 6). Ezra, in his 
prayer to God with confession 
of sins, acknowledged, “O Lord 
God of Israel, thou art 
righteous” (Ezra 9:15). The 
Levities, reading, confessing 
and worshipping said, “Thou 
art the Lord…and hast 
performed thy words; for thou 
art righteous” (Neh. 9:7-8). The 

Psalmist recognized God as 
righteous: “the righteous 
God” (Ps. 7:9), “Gracious is 
the Lord, and righteous” (Ps. 
116:5), “The Lord is 
righeous” (Ps. 129:4), “The 
Lord is righteous in all his 
ways” (Ps. 145:17). The book of 
Daniel affirms, “the Lord our 
God is righteous in all his works 
which he doeth” (9:14). Jesus 
prayed, “O righteous Father”  
(Jn. 17:25). 

 RIGHTEOUS LAW. The law 
of God is a righteous law. 
Deuteronomy 4 asks this 
question: “And what nation is 
there so great, that hath statutes 
and judgments so righteous as 
all this law, which I set before 
you this day?” (v. 8). Psalm 
19:9 contains this classic: “the 
judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether.” 
Psalm 119 often assigns the 
word “righteous” to God’s 
judgments or law (vv. 7, 62, 
106, 138, 160, 164, 172). 

 RIGHTEOUS ACTS OF THE 
LORD. The song of Deborah, 
after the Lord delivered Sisera 
and subdued Jabin king of 
Canaan, includes these words: 
“there shall they rehearse the 
righteous acts of the Lord, even 
the righteous acts toward the 
inhabitants of his villages in 
Israel.” Samuel, old and gray-
headed who walked before 
Israel from his childhood said, 
“stand still, that I may reason 
with you before the Lord of all 
the righteous acts of the Lord,
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which he did to you and to your 
fathers” (1 Sam. 12:7). You 
might like to read of some of the 
Lord’s “righteous acts” called to 
mind by this great man of God in 
1 Samuel 12. 

 RIGHTEOUS SERVANT/
BRANCH. There is a righteous 
servant/branch made known in 
the word of the Lord. In the heart 
of all prophecy, the Messianic 
prophet announced, “He shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall 
bear their iniquities” (Is. 53:11). 
This points to Jesus as the 
Ethiopian eunuch was reading 
from Isaiah 53 while riding in the 
chariot from Jerusalem to 
Ethiopia and asked Philip, “of 
whom speaketh the prophet 
this?”, to which Philip “opened 
his mouth, and began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him 
Jesus” (Acts 8:35). He is also 
identified as “a righteous 
Branch.” Jeremiah 23:5 says, 
“Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch….” He is 
called, “the Branch of 
Righteousness” (Jer. 33:15). It 
was prophesied, “Behold, a king 
shall reign in righteousness” (Is. 
32:1). At the death of Jesus, the 

centurion saw what was done and 
glorified God saying, “Certainly 
this was a righteous man” (Lk. 
23:47). John wrote, “we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous” (1 Jn. 2:1). 

 RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. We 
are taught, “Judge not according 
to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment” (Jn. 7:24). 
Certainly, the judgment of God is 
righteous. Paul wrote about “the 
righteous judgment of God” in 
Romans 2:5 and 2 Thessalonians 
1:5. Among Paul’s last words is 
the statement: “Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love 
his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). At 
the judgment, the righteous will 
be rewarded with life eternal (Mt. 
25:37, 46). Will you be among 
them? 

____________________ 

ERASING HISTORY 
John Edwards 

 There is no real way of 
erasing history. What’s done is 
done. Nor is there any 
indication that history should be 

erased. The Bible, the greatest 
history in the world, records the 
mistakes of its heroes, a tribute 
to the fact that God is its author. 
“For there is not a just man 
upon earth, that doeth good, 
and sinneth not” (Eccl. 7:20). In 
fact, there is value in 
remembering history. Paul 
wrote the Ephesians: 
“Wherefore remember, that ye 
being in time past Gentiles in 
the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands; That at 
that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world” (Eph. 
2:11-12). Though history can’t 
be erased and may be 
remembered, it can be forgiven. 
Writing the Corinthians of “the 
unrighteous”, Paul said, “And 
such were some of you: but ye 
are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God” (1 
Cor. 6:11). Thanks be to God for 
His promise: “I will be merciful 
to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more” (Heb. 
8:12).
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