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“Now the Serpent...”
John Isaac Edwards

 We borrow the expression of Moses in 
Genesis 3:1, “Now the serpent...”, to point out 
some basic truths everyone needs to know.

 Is Real. It has been said that the serpent 
in Genesis 3 was not a real snake, but Mo-
ses was borrowing imagery from the mytho-
logical culture of that day. As the text men-
tions “the serpent”, it also mentions “the Lord 
God”, “the woman” and “the garden.” Were 
these real? Absolutely!

 Is the Devil and Satan. The serpent that 
appears in the beginning book of the Bible is 
identified in the final book as “...the Devil, 
and Satan...” (Revelation 12:9; 20:2).

  Is the Tempter. Matthew 4:3 records, “And 
when the tempter came to him...” Just exactly 
who came to Jesus? Verse 1 says, “...tempted 
of the devil.” He has three avenues through 
which He works to entice men to sin: “...the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life...” (1 John 2:16). These were 
employed in the garden of Genesis 3 (v. 6) and 
in the wilderness of Matthew 4 (vv. 3, 6, 8-9). 

 Is a Thief. In the Parable of the Sower, 
“Those by the way side are they that hear; 
then cometh the devil, and taketh away the 
word out of their hearts, lest they should be-
lieve and be saved” (Luke 8:12). Have you 
ever taught someone the truth and wondered 

what happened to the seed that was planted? 
The Devil may have stole it!

 Is a Murderer and a Liar. Jesus told the 
Jews, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). 
The first lie was told when “...the serpent said 
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die” (Gen-
esis 3:4). He’s been at it ever since!
 
 Is a Hinderer. Paul wrote the Thessalo-
nians, “Wherefore we would have come unto 
you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan 
hindered us” (1 Thessalonians 2:18). 

 Has Snares. The Scriptures warn of “the 
snare of the devil” (1 Timothy 3:7; 2 Timothy 
2:26). A snare is a device for catching game. 
We must not be “...ignorant of his devices” (2 
Corinthians 2:11).

 Is Man’s Adversary. Peter penned, “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 

 We must not give him place (Ephesians 
4:27), but stand against his wiles (Ephesians 
6:11), and resist him (James 4:7). 
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Four Theories of Men Answered in Genesis One
John Isaac Edwards

 The Bible often contradicts the conceptions 
and proposed explanations of men. Observe four 
theories of men answered in the first chapter of 
the Bible. 

 The Big Bang Theory. “Scientists general-
ly agree that ‘the Big Bang’ birthed the universe 
about 15 billion years ago. Out of this event - at a 
temperature of nearly a trillion degrees cubed - the 
building blocks of nature formed. They gathered 
and spun out matter, energy, space and time, and 
eventually stars, planets, galaxies, and life itself” 
(Tom Parisi, Northern Illinois University). Given 
the intelligent design and order throughout the uni-
verse, do you accept an orgin by chance, without 
any reason or purpose? “Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear” (Hebrews 11:3).

 The Gap Theory. It is often proposed that 
there was a long time gap between Genesis 1:1 
and Genesis 1:2. Genesis 1:1-2 grammar will not 
allow such a concept, and the very idea is contrary 
to the plain statement of Exodus 20:11, “For in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth...”

 The Age Theory. The view has been advanced 
that the days of creation in Genesis 1 are not twen-
ty-four hour periods, but long ages of hundreds and 
thousands, even millions of years in length. Gen-

esis 1 shows the days divided into “evening and 
morning” (v. 5). Plants were made on the third day 
(vv. 11-13), and the sun did not appear until the 
fourth day (vv. 14-19). Could plants have survived 
millions of years without sunlight? Genesis 1:14 
distinguishes days from years. If a day is years, 
what are years? The same language used in Genesis 
1 (first day, second day, etc.) is found in Numbers 
7 (with reference to the offerings of the princes for 
the dedication of the altar). Were the days of Num-
bers 7 ages or twenty-four hour periods? Still think 
Genesis 1 days were ages? Read Exodus 20:9-11.

 The Evolution Theory. Evolution is a theory 
that the various types of animals and plants have 
their origin in other pre-existing types and that 
the distinguishable differences are due to modi-
fications in successive generations. Genesis 1 af-
firms the law of reproduction according to species 
- after their kind (vv. 11-12, 20-21, 24-25). Ap-
ple seed produces apples. Cats give birth to cats. 
The fact that God’s creative work was “finished” 
eliminates any evolutionary development of new 
species (Genesis 2:1). Genesis also shows man as 
an intelligent and highly skilled being. He did not 
mutter like a monkey or chatter like a chimpanzee, 
but possessed the power of language as “Adam 
gave names to all cattle...” (Genesis 2:20).

 “...let God be true, but every man a liar...” 
(Romans 3:4).


