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The Life of Moses in a Word
John Isaac Edwards

 Moses is one of the great faith heroes of 
the Old Testament (Hebrews 11:23-28). His 
life may be divided into three forty-year peri-
ods: (1) First 40 years in Egypt (Exodus 2:1-
10); Second 40 years in Midian (Exodus 2:11-
4:30); Third 40 years leading Israel (Exodus 
4:18-Deuteronomy 34:7). The life of Moses is 
summed up in the word “deliverance.”  

 Moses Was Delivered. Exodus opens with  
“a new king over Egypt, which knew not Jo-
seph” (Exodus 1:9). This Egyptian ruler set 
over the children of Israel “taskmasters to af-
flict them with their burdens” (Exodus 1:11). 
Pharaoh also charged, “Every son that is born 
ye shall cast into the river...” (Exodus 1:22). 
It was during these circumstances that Moses 
was born to Amram and Jochebed. A reading 
of Exodus 2:1-10 finds Moses being delivered 
from the death decree as he is hid by his moth-
er, put in an ark of bulrushes, and becomes the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

 Moses Delivered His Brother from the 
Smiting Egyptian. Exodus 2:11-12 records 
the story of Moses delivering one of his breth-
ren from an Egyptian. Stephen gives this ac-
count: “And when he was full forty years old, 
it came into his heart to visit his brethren the 
children of Israel. And seeing one of them 
suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged 
him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyp-
tian: For he supposed his brethren would have 

understood how that God by his hand would 
deliver them: but they understood not” (Acts 
7:23-25).

 Moses Delivered the Priest’s Daughters 
from the Shepherds. When the seven daugh-
ters of the priest of Midian came to draw water 
at a well where Moses was sitting, “the shep-
herds came and drove them away: but Moses 
stood up and helped them, and watered their 
flock” (Exodus 2:15-17). The priest’s daugh-
ters gave this report to their father, “An Egyp-
tian delivered us out of the hand of the shep-
herds...” (Exodus 2:19). 

 Moses Delivered Israel Out of Egypt. At 
the burning bush, the Lord called Moses to de-
liver His people out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians and bring them up out of that land unto 
the land of Canaan (Exodus 3:2-10). At the 
age of 80, Moses goes before Pharaoh, deliv-
ers Israel out of Egypt, and spends the last 40 
years of his life leading Israel to the Promised 
Land.  What a story!

 As the prophet raised up like unto Moses 
(Acts 3:22), Christ provides the “deliverance” 
that was prophesied in the Old Testament (Joel 
2:32). He is “the Deliverer” (Romans 11:26). 
Paul wrote of Him, “Who gave himself for our 
sins, that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to the will of God and 
our Father” (Galatians 1:4). 
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Golden Lessons from a Golden Calf
John Isaac Edwards

 While Moses was upon mount Sinai, 
Israel made a golden calf and worshipped it 
(Exodus 32:1-6). Let’s notice some golden 
lessons from this golden calf.  

 Sin Is Observed By an All-Seeing God. 
God saw the sin of Israel (Exodus 32:7-9). 
God sees all that we do as well. “For the ways 
of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and 
he pondereth all his goings” (Proverbs 5:21). 
Hebrews 4:13 says, “Neither is there any crea-
ture that is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do.”

 Sin Has Penalty. Sin brought the wrath of 
God and about three thousand men died (Ex-
odus 32:9-10, 28). Paul wrote, “For the wages 
of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23). James de-
clared, “...sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death” (James 1:15).

 Idolatry Is a Great Sin. When Israel 
made the golden calf and worshipped it, they 
“sinned a great sin” (Exodus 32:30). Sin is the 
transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4). The 
law of Moses stated, “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image...Thou shalt not 

bow down thyself to them, nor serve them...” 
(Exodus 20:4-5). We become guilty of this 
great sin when we are covetous (Colossians 
3:5). “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee 
from idolatry” (1 Corinthians 10:14).

 Atonement Must Be Made for Sin. Moses 
sought to make atonement for the sin of Israel 
(Exodus 32:30-35). On the day of atonement, 
the high priest went into the most holy place 
and offered an atonement sacrifice (Leviticus 
23:27-28; Hebrews 10). We receive atonement 
for sin today through the blood of Jesus Christ 
(Romans 5:11). Have you received the atone-
ment?

 God Blots Sinners Out of His Book. God 
has a book in which the names of the faith-
ful are enrolled. A reading of Exodus 32:30-
33 shows that our name can be blotted out 
of the book! Those going to heaven are “...
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life” (Revelation 21:27). Is your name written 
there?

 May we learn these golden lessons from the 
golden calf. Make atonement for your sins so 
that your name is found in God’s book!


