
THE SIN OF  
A PROUD HEART 

John Edwards 

 The wise man said, “An 
high look, and a proud heart, 
and the plowing of the wicked, 
is sin” (Prov. 21:4). Pride is 
exaggerated self-esteem; 
haughtiness; arrogance. Here 
are some things the Bible 
teaches about pride.  

 PRIDE IS SIN. Solomon 
revealed that a proud heart is sin 
(Prov. 21:4). In Romans one, 
Paul called pride 
unrighteousness and said,  
“…that they which commit such 
things are worthy of death”  
(Rom. 1:29-32).  

 PRIDE IS A HEART 
DISEASE. The Bible speaks of a 
proud heart (Prov. 21:4). The 
Lord pointed out that pride 
comes from the heart (Mk. 
7:21-22). How is your heart? 

 PRIDE IS EVIL. Jesus listed 
pride with murder and theft and 
said, “…all these evil things 
come from within…” (Mk. 
7:23). Further, “The fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogance, and the evil way…”  
(Prov. 8:13). 

 PRIDE DEFILES A MAN. As 
Jesus spoke of things within the 
heart of man, He spoke of pride 
saying, “…all these evil 
things…defile the man” (Mk. 

7:23). To be defiled is to be 
unclean in the sight of God. 
Remove pride and purify your 
heart before the Lord. 

 PRIDE IS AN AVENUE OF 
TEMPTATION. One of the 
avenues the devil uses in 
tempting men to sin is “the 
pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:15-17). 
Jesus was tempted in this 
fashion (Mt. 4:8-10). Humility 
is needed in overcoming 
temptation.  

 PRIDE IS DECEPTIVE. Pride 
makes a man think he is 
something, when he is nothing 
(Gal. 6:3). Eve was deceived by 
the pride of life (1 Tim. 2:14). 
The Bible warns, “Take heed to 
yourselves, that your heart be 
not deceived…” (Dt. 11:16).  

 PRIDE BRINGS 
CONTENTION. Do you know 
how contentions come? The 
Lord revealed, “Only by pride 
cometh contention…” (Prov. 
13:10). The contentions in the 
church at Corinth were brought 
on by members with proud 
hearts (1 Cor. 1:10-11). 

 PRIDE LEADS TO 
DESTRUCTION. Proverbs 16:18 
records, “Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall.” Pride 
contributed to the downfall of 
God’s people in Old Testament 
times (Hosea 5:5). Paul 
declared, “Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take  

heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

 PRIDE IS ABHORRED BY 
GOD. “A proud look” is an 
abomination to God (Prov. 
6:17). The Lord will pour out 
His wrath upon those filled with 
pride (2 Chr. 32:25-26).  

 We need to humble 
ourselves in obedience to God. 

____________________ 

THE IRON GATE 
Robert Jackson 

 In the 12th chapter of Acts, 
we read where the man of God 
had been placed into prison. 
James was beheaded for the 
cause of our Lord. Peter was 
now bound with chains. We 
rejoice to read where the angels 
of the Lord came to this man of 
God and told him what to do in 
order that he might escape the 
hand of Herod. At the very last 
we read that he came to an iron 
gate (Acts 12:10). The iron gate 
did not stop the angel from 
seeing that the man of God was 
put free. Let us not pass over 
the thought of the iron gate 
being there. It was there to keep 
one from going out. There are 
iron gates put in our lives to 
hinder us from doing the will of 
God.  

 IRON GATE OF PREJUDICE. 
Some are so filled with 
prejudice in their hearts toward 
the truth and the church that
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they possibly never will obey 
God. Such is indeed a shame. 
They are prejudice toward the 
plan of salvation. They 
somehow believe that if they 
are baptized, they are sending 
others to hell, and such is not 
so. They think that being added 
to the body of Christ, they are 
sending others to hell, and…this 
is not so. Obeying God never 
sent anyone to hell. Don’t ever 
let anyone put this in your 
mind. Remove this iron gate, 
and obey the Lord. 

 IRON GATE OF 
INDIFFERENCE. The attitude of 
I just don’t care seems to be on 
every hand. This was the 
attitude of the church in 
Laodicea (Rev. 3:15). This is a 
thing that will keep a church 
from growing. It will hinder 
souls from being taught the 
truth. We must not let this iron 
gate stand in our way of doing 
the work of the Lord.  

 IRON GATE OF SUFFERING. 
It is true that we often suffer. 
God has never promised us that 
we would not. Sickness and 
death often strike in the families 
of the most faithful. Sometimes 
people blame God, and turn 
away from the Lord. This is just 
another iron gate in the way to 

keep people from serving the 
Lord. In times of suffering, one 
should see the need of being a 
Christian. Be thankful for the 
word in 1 Thessalonians 4:18.  

 Don’t let any iron gate keep 
you from going to heaven. Obey 
the will of God while you have 
opportunity. Don’t let the gate 
of life close on you, and you be 
on the outside of the Lord. 

____________________ 

AT ALL TIMES 
John Edwards 

 The phrase, “at all times” 
appears eight times in my Bible. 
It’s not some of the time or 
most of the time, but at all 
times! We take a look at 
occasions when men said, “at 
all times”.  

 I WILL BLESS THE LORD 
AT ALL TIMES. The Psalmist 
said, “I will bless the Lord at all 
times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth”  
(Ps. 34:1). We bless the Lord by 
giving thanks unto the Lord 
(Lk. 17:15-16), singing praises 
unto the Lord (Rom. 15:9), and 
by praying unto the Lord (Jn. 
14:13-14). May our attitude be: 

“But we will bless the Lord 
from this time forth and for 
evermore….” (Ps. 115:18). 

 TRUST IN HIM AT ALL 
TIMES. David uttered, “Trust in 
him at all times; ye people, pour 
out your heart before him: God 
is a refuge for us” (Ps. 62:8). To 
trust in the Lord is to have 
confidence in Him. Job is a fine 
example of one who trusted in 
God at all times. He said, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him…” (Job 13:15). We 
must trust in God with all our 
heart (Prov. 3:5).  

 HE THAT DOETH 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AT ALL 
TIMES. The Spirit revealed, 
“Blessed are they that keep 
judgment, and he that doeth 
righteousness at all times” (Ps. 
106:3). To do righteousness is 
to perform the commandments 
of God, “…for all thy 
commandments are 
righteousness” (Ps. 119:172). 

 A FRIEND LOVETH AT ALL 
TIMES. Solomon declared, “A 
friend loveth at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity”  
(Prov. 17:17). To have friends, 
one must “shew himself 
friendly” (Prov. 18:24)!
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