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Severity of God Demonstrated in Numbers
by John Isaac Edwards

 The apostle Paul admonished the 
Romans, “Behold therefore the goodness 
and severity of God...” (Romans 11:22). The 
severity of God is demonstrated time and again 
thoughout the book numbers. Let’s take a look.

 When the Fire of the Lord Burnt 
Among the People. Numbers 11:1 records, 
“And when the people complained, it 
displeased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; 
and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the 
Lord burnt among them, and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.” 

 When the Lord Smote the People 
with a Very Great Plague. The Lord’s 
people became disastisfied with the Lord’s 
provisions, started complaining, and were 
smitten by the Lord. The Lord caused a 
wind to bring quails from the sea to fall by 
the camp. The people gathered and ate the 
quails. “And while the flesh was yet between 
their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of 
the Lord was kindled against the people, and 
the Lord smote the people with a very great 
plague” (Numbers 11:33).

 When Miriam and Aaron Spake 
Against Moses. Because of the Ethiopian 
he had married, Miriam and Aaron, Moses’ 
sister and brother, spake against Moses 

saying, “Hath the Lord indeed spoken only 
by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? 
And the Lord heard it” (Numbers 12:12). The 
Lord called Moses, Aaron, and Miriam out 
unto the tabernacle, His anger was kindled 
against Miriam and Aaron for speaking 
against Moses, and “Miriam became leprous” 
(Numbers 12:10).

 When Israel Was Made to Wander 
Forty Years, and Men Died By the Plague. 
Numbers 13 finds Moses sending twelve 
men to “spy out the land of Canaan.” Ten 
of the spies “brought up an evil report...” 
In Numbers 14, we read where the Lord’s 
people became discouraged and started 
complaining. The text reports, “And your 
children shall wander in the wilderness forty 
years...” (v. 33), and “...those men that did 
bring up the evil report upon the land, died 
by the plague before the Lord” (v. 37).

 When a Stick-Gathering Man Was 
Stoned. The sabbath was set aside as a 
special day of observance wherein no work 
was to be done (Exodus 20:8-11). A man 
was found gathering sticks upon the sabbath 
day as recorded in Numbers 15. Do you 
know what the Lord had to say about such? 
“The man shall surely be put to death: all 
the congregation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp” (v. 35). 



Speaker is published weekly by the church of Christ at Terre Haute, Indiana.
Assembling At:

Holiday Inn Express
2633 Indiana 46

Terre Haute, IN 47803
(Exit 11, I-70 & SR 46)

www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.
The Bible Is Our

Only Guide!
Come Be With Us!

 When the Earth Opened Her Mouth. 
When Korah and his company led a rebellion 
against Moses and Aaron saying, “Ye take too 
much upon you...” (Numbers 16:3), “...the earth 
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that appertained 
unto Korah, and all their goods” (Numbers 
16:32). This demonstrated that the works of 
Moses were of the Lord and not of his own 
mind. Also, “...there came out a fire from the 
Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty 
men that offered incense” (Numbers 16:35).

 When 14,700 Died in a Plague. The 
day following the earth swallowing incident, 
“...the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have 
killed the people of the Lord” (Numbers 
16:41). Wrath went out from the Lord 
and “...they that died in the plague were 
fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside 
them that died about the matter of Korah” 
(Numbers 16:46-49).

 When Moses and Aaron Were Denied 
Entrance into the Promised Land. To 
provide water for the Lord’s people, Moses 
and Aaron were instructed, “...speak ye unto 
the rock...” (Numbers 20:8). Moses “...spake 
unadvisedly with his lips” (Psalm 106:33) 

and “...smote the rock...” (Numbers 20:11). 
The Lord said, “Because ye believed me not, 
to sanctify me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 
congregation into the land which I have given 
them” (Numbers 20:12). Moses was allowed 
to “...see the land...” (Numbers 27:12), but 
did not step foot in the land. How sad!

 When the Lord Sent Fiery Serpents 
Among the People. When the Lord’s people 
became discouraged and started complaining 
about their journey way, “...the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people; and much people of Israel died” 
(Numbers 21:4-6).

 When 24,000 Died in a Plague. The 
scene in Numbers 25 shows “...Israel joined 
himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Israel” (v. 3).        
“...those that died in the plague were twenty 
and four thousand” (v. 9). 

 God is strict. God is stern. God is 
severe. “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise 
being left us of entering into his rest, any 
of you should seem to come short of it” 
(Hebrews 4:1).


