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HOW TO TALK  
TO A LIBERAL 

Johnie Edwards 

 Basically, the church of 
Christ is divided into two 
camps: conservative and liberal. 
Conservative folks are a people 
who believe the Bible is the 
final authority in all religious 
matters. Peter said it this way: 
“According as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue”  
(2 Pet. 1:3). Conservative 
people are concerned about 
speaking “as the oracles of 
God” (1 Pet. 4:11), as they rely 
on the inspiration of all 
Scripture being “profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It’s 
time we learned how to talk to a 
liberal. 
  
 TALK ABOUT 
ENTICEMENTS. A lot of liberal 
churches use all kind of 
allurements to get people to 
attend church services. From 
coffee hour, to gyms and family 
life centers, are used by some to 
induce attendance. The liberals 
need to tell us where the Bible 
authority is for the church 
providing these kind of things 

out of the church treasury. The 
Bible teaches us that “the 
gospel of Christ is the power of 
God unto salvation” (Rom. 
1:16). John said that the 
drawing magnet is “…they shall 
all be taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and 
hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me” (Jn. 6:44-45). 
This is our appeal!  

 TALK ABOUT GOD’S 
STRICTNESS. It seems that 
many do not realize that God 
says what He means and means 
what He says, rightly divided (2 
Tim. 2:15). When God told 
Adam and Eve, “But of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for 
in the day that thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 2:17), God meant 
that! When Uzzah touched the 
ark of the covenant, when God 
had said, “not touch any holy 
thing, lest they die” (Num. 
4:15), He meant that, for “the 
anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Uzzah; and God smote 
him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God” 
(2 Sam. 6:6-7). Liberals must 
deal with God’s strictness in 
regards to such things as they 
are promoting today. 

 TALK ABOUT WHAT DOES 
THE TEXT SAY. Liberals are 
telling us that words are not 
inspired; just the idea. Note 1 
Corinthians 2:13 tells us that the 
Holy Spirit used “words”. In 

fact, Bible words are so inspired 
that a writer made an argument 
on just one letter in a word; the 
letter s, seeds and seed (Gal. 
3:16). If the words of the Bible 
are not inspired, we will have to 
stop making the point that 
baptism is “for” the remission 
of sins (Acts 2:38). 

 DISCUSS WHAT MATTHEW 
19:1-9 REALLY SAYS. All kinds  
of theories are floating around 
concerning marriage, divorce 
and remarriage today. We need 
to get right to the text of 
Matthew 19:1-9, read it, study it 
and teach just what the text 
says. You might be surprised to 
learn how many things being 
said about this subject will be 
cleared up. The text says 
fornication is the exception for 
putting a mate away and 
remarrying. The text also says 
that whosoever marries the put 
away one commits adultery. We 
just need to leave it the way the 
Lord stated it. 

 KEEP SINFUL THINGS OUT 
OF ROMANS 14. It’s common 
to hear liberals putting whatever 
they are trying to justify in 
Romans 14, including doctrinal 
matters and even false teachers. 
A study of Romans 14 will not 
justify such things, since 
Romans 14 is dealing with 
things God has received and we 
can as well. Things which are 
neither good or evil, of 
themselves, but personal likes 
and dislikes are being 

“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

The Terre Haute SPEAKER



Assembling At:
4017 E Margaret DR

Terre Haute, IN 47803
[Exit 11 (I-70) W on HWY 46,                 

W on Margaret DR approx. 1 mile]

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.

Come be with us!

We Speak Where the 
Bible Speaks.

We Are Silent Where the 
Bible Is Silent.

We Do Bible Things in 
Bible Ways.

www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

The Terre Haute SPEAKER  is published weekly by the church of Christ at Terre Haute, Indiana.

discussed. 

 LEARN A BASIC RULE OF 
BIBLE STUDY. Liberals have 
never learned a very basic rule 
that must be observed, when 
studying a passage, is, “to 
whom is the Lord speaking?” 
For instance, many take a 
passage that applies to an 
individual Christian in doing 
good works and apply it to the 
church. A good example is 
taking Galatians 6:10 which 
says, “As we therefore have 
opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men…” It only takes the 
reading of the context to see 
that Paul is writing about “a 
man”; “if a man”; “let every 
man”; “a man”; “he that sows 
and reaps”. These all have 
reference to an individual and 
not the church (Gal. 6:1-9). 

 SHOW HOW THE BIBLE 
MAKES A CLEAR CUT 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
ACTIONS OF AN INDIVIDUAL 
AND THE CHURCH. One of the 
greatest problems we have 
faced over the years is a failure 
to understand and teach that the 
actions of individual Christians 
is not church action. Many have 
been heard to say: “What the 
individual does, the church is 

doing it.” Not so, because, “For 
the body is not one member, but 
many” (1 Cor. 12:14). A good 
sample of this can be seen in 1 
Timothy 5:16 where Paul said, 
“If any man or woman that 
believeth have widows, let them 
relieve them, and let not the 
church be charged; that it may 
relieve them which are widows 
indeed.” If this does not make a 
clear cut distinction between 
actions of an individual and the 
church, I do not know how the 
Lord could have said it; do you? 
Also a reading of Matthew 
18:15-17 will teach us there is a 
difference in what one or two 
brethren do and what the church 
does. Read it! 

____________________ 

WHAT A LADY WHO IS 
A CHRISTIAN CAN DO 

J.P. Edwards 

 A woman has the right to 
do anything that a Christian can 
do as long as she does not 
exercise “dominion over a 
man” (1 Tim. 2:12). Women do 
not have a place of authority in 
the church. Yet, there are many 
things that the woman who is a 
Christian can do without 

leaving her place of subjection. 
The following are a few: 

 Teach classes for children 
and ladies. 
 Teach other women to 
teach. 
 Teach home Bible study 
classes. 
 Visit those sick. 
 Visit and minister unto 
those who have need. 
 Visit the shut-ins. 
 Prepare meals in time of 
illness and death in a family. 
 Visit new members, weak 
members, visitors to services, 
newcomers, faithful members. 
 Transport elderly to 
services of the church. 
 Clerical work for the 
preacher. 
 Assist in cleaning the 
church building. 
 Assist teachers in preparing 
material for classes. 
 Prepare the communion. 
 Help in typing, and 
preparing the bulletin. 
 Distribute tracts, literature, 
meeting ads, and bulletins. 
  
 And you thought there 
wasn’t anything to do! 

____________________
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