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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 A study of what can be 
done to the Holy Spirit helps us: 
 1. Appreciate that the Holy 
Spirit is a divine person. 
 2. Realize the seriousness 
of what we do in life. 
 3. Keep from sinning 
against the Holy Spirit. 

 1) He Can Be 
Blasphemed. Jesus said, “…All 
manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men: but 
the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men” (Mt. 12:31). There is 
much speculation concerning 
blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. This must be understood 
in light of the context (Mt. 
12:22-32). Jesus healed one 
possessed with a devil, blind, 
and dumb. The Pharisees 
accused Jesus of casting out 
devils by Beelzebub the prince 
of the devils. Since this is not 
being done today, the sin of 
blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit is not being committed 
today. 

 2) He Can Be Lied To. 
Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession and kept 
back part of the price. They 
brought a certain part, and laid 
it at the apostles’ feet. Peter 
asked, “Ananias, why hath 
Satan filled thine heart to lie to 
the Holy Ghost…?” (Acts 

5:1-3). Though this was 
something secret or private, it 
certainly did not remain hidden!    
Their sin found them out (Num. 
32:23). Many in the first 
century heard these things (Acts 
5:5, 11), and the event has been 
recorded for all future 
generations to read about.  
Hypocrisy, lying about their 
giving cost them severely. Both 
gave up the ghost (Acts 5:5-10).  

 3) He Can Be Resisted. 
Stephen preached, “Ye stiff-
necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost…” (Acts 
7:51). This statement alone 
dispels the notion of Calvinism 
that God’s grace is irresistible. 
How were Jews in Stephen’s 
audience guilty of resisting the 
Holy Ghost? He said, “…as 
your fathers did, so do ye”  
(Acts 7:51). When we learn 
how their fathers resisted the 
Holy Spirit, we will know how 
they resisted Him. Stephen 
continues, “Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain 
them which showed before of 
the coming of the Just 
One…” (Acts 7:52). By 
persecuting and slaying those 
who spoke the word revealed by 
the Spirit, their fathers were 
guilty of resisting the Holy 
Spirit! The council was guilty 

of resisting the Holy Spirit by 
betraying and murdering the 
Just One (Acts 7:52), not 
keeping the law (Acts 7:53), 
stopping their ears (Acts 7:57) 
and stoning Stephen, “a man 
full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 7:59; 6:5). Thus, 
to reject and rebel against the 
word of the Lord is to resist the 
Holy Spirit! 

 4) He Can Be Grieved. 
Paul commanded, “And grieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). 
How exactly does one grieve 
the Holy Spirit? A reading of 
the context reveals that to lie (v. 
25), be angry and sin, let the 
sun go down on your wrath (v. 
26), give the devil place (v. 27), 
steal and not work with your 
hands the thing which is good 
so as to have to give to him that 
needeth (v. 28), let corrupt 
communication proceed out of 
your mouth (v. 29), not put 
away bitterness, wrath, anger, 
clamour, evil speaking, with all 
malice (v. 31), be unkind, hard-
hearted and unforgiving (v. 32) 
is to grieve the Holy Spirit! Are 
we guilty of grieving the Holy 
Spirit by not putting on the new 
man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true 
holiness (v. 24) and being true 
followers of God (5:1)?

What Can Be Done To The Holy Spirit  
John Isaac Edwards



Assembling At:
4017 E Margaret DR

Terre Haute, IN 47803
[Exit 11 (I-70) W on HWY 46,                 

W on Margaret DR approx. 1 mile]

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.

Come be with us!

We Speak Where the 
Bible Speaks.

We Are Silent Where the 
Bible Is Silent.

We Do Bible Things in 
Bible Ways.

www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

The Terre Haute SPEAKER  is published weekly by the church of Christ at Terre Haute, Indiana.

 5) He Can Be Done 
Despite Unto. Hebrews 10:29 
says, “Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done 

despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?” The sorer punishment is 
worse than death without mercy 
(v. 28). To do despite unto the 
Spirit is to insult Him; to treat 
Him with contumely. How is 
this done? Back up to verse 26: 
“For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the 
knowledge of the truth…” 

Connected with willful sin is 
“…forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together…” (v. 25). 
Yet, there are those who fail to 
assemble with the saints 
faithfully as instructed with 
very little thought about it! 

 What’s your attitude toward 
the Holy Spirit?

 My wife, Aleisha, 
and I were given a 
personal tour of 
Battery Point 
Lighthouse by the 
lighthouse keepers, 
who have the 
important job of 
keeping the light on.  

 I thought of the 
song, Let The Lower 
Lights Be Burning: 

Brightly beams our     
Father’s mercy 
From His lighthouse 
evermore, 
But to us He gives the 
keeping 
Of the lights along the shore. 

(Battery Point Lighthouse,  
Crescent City, CA, June 9, 2017,  

John Isaac Edwards) 

 As Christians, we 
are keepers of the light: 
 “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path”  
(Ps. 119:105).  
 “Holding forth the 
word of life…” (Phil. 
2:16). 
 “Let your light so 
shine before men, that 
they may see…” (Mt. 
5:16). 

Trim your feeble lamp, 
my brother!
Some poor sailor, 
tempest tossed,

Trying now to make the harbor,
In the darkness may be lost.
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