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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
BIBLE TONGUE SPEAKING  

by John Isaac Edwards

There is much confusion and 
misunderstanding today 
concerning tongue speaking. 
There is no need for such, as the 
Bible is clear in its teaching on 
the subject.  

 1) THE SUPERNATURAL 
ABILITY TO SPEAK LANGUAGES 
OTHER THAN YOUR OWN 
TONGUE, WHEREIN YOU WERE 
BORN. A tongue is a language. 
When the apostles spoke with 
other tongues, they spoke in the  
languages of those dwelling at 
Jerusalem “…out of every nation 
under heaven” (Acts 2:5). “…
every man heard them speak in 
his own language” (v. 6). “…
Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galileans? And how hear 
we every man in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born?” (v. 8). 
“…we do hear them speak in our 
tongues the wonderful works of 
God” (v. 11). When an individual 
today preaches the gospel to 
those of a foreign language, he 
does one of two things: He either 
studies and learns the language or 
he works through an interpreter.  

 2) ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
When the apostles were “…
baptized with the Holy 
Ghost…” (Acts 1:5), “…they 
began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance” (Acts 2:4). When the 

Gentiles received “…the like 
gift…” (Acts 11:17), as many as 
came with Peter, “…heard them 
speak with tongues…” (Acts 
10:46). The baptism of the Holy 
Spirit was promised only to the 
apostles (Lk. 24:46-49; Acts 
1:2-8). Since there are no 
apostles on earth today, as none 
are qualified (Acts 1:21-22), and 
“…the like gift…” (Acts 11:17) 
at Cornelius’ house was an 
unusual, exceptional occurrence 
for the benefit of the Jews to 
convince them “…God also to 
the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life” (Acts 11:18), none 
should expect to begin to speak 
with other tongues as they did. 

 3) AMONG THE NINE 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS. Among the 
nine gifts given by the Spirit 
were “…divers kinds of 
tongues…” and “…the 
interpretation of tongues” (1 Cor. 
12:10). These gifts were given 
“…through laying on of the 
apostles’ hands…” (Acts 8:18). 
Thus Acts 19:6 records of the 
apostle Paul’s work in Ephesus, 
“And when Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them; and they spake 
with tongues, and prophesied.” 
Spiritual gifts were non-
transferrable. If you received the 
gift of tongue speaking, you 
could not in turn pass it on to 
someone else. This is seen as the 

apostles laid their hands on Philip 
(Acts 6:5-6), but the Holy Ghost 
was not given through laying on 
of his hands, but rather the 
apostles Peter and John were sent 
from Jerusalem to Samaria for 
this purpose (Acts 8:1, 14-17). 
Thus, whenever the apostles died 
and all those upon whom they 
laid hands were deceased, 
spiritual gifts ceased. 

 4) AN INFERIOR GIFT. One 
would think the gift of tongues 
would be the superior gift, with 
all the emphasis that is placed on 
‘tongue speaking’ by some folks. 
Yet Paul said, “I would that ye all 
spake with tongues, but rather 
that ye prophesied: for greater is 
he that prophesieth than he that 
speaketh with tongues, except he 
interpret, that the church may 
receive edifying” (1 Cor. 14:5). 
According to the teaching and 
practice of some churches today 
this text should read: “…greater 
is he that speaketh with tongues 
than he that prophesieth”! 

 5) A SIGN TO THEM THAT 
BELIEVE NOT. 1 Corinthians 
14:22 says, “Wherefore tongues 
are for a sign, not to them that 
believe, but to them that believe 
not…” Those who allege ‘tongue 
speaking’ ability today have this 
backwards! They have tongue 
speaking as the initial evidence of 
salvation to ‘them that believe’!  
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 6) CONTROLLED BY THE 
ONE IN POSSESSION OF THE 
GIFT. We are told by those who 
profess to speak in tongues today 
that such is unconstrained and 
spontaneous, over which one has 
no control. If that be so, why the 
teaching of 1 Corinthians 14? 
The possessor of the gift was not 
subject to the gift, but the gift 
was subject to the one in 
possession of it. “And the spirits 
of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets” (1 Cor. 14:32). 

 7) TO BE UNDERSTOOD. The 
first half of 1 Corinthians 14 
reveals that tongue speaking was 
to be understood. This is further 
evidence that those empowered 
to speak with other tongues in 
Bible days, did not utter jibber-
jabber, but spoke intelligible 
languages. It is argued that 
“unknown tongue” in 1 
Corinthians 14 means no one 
knows or understands what the 
speaker is saying, but God only. 
The word “unknown” is 
italicized, meaning it was not in 
the original, but added by the 
translators. A reading of the 
context shows “unknown tongue” 
has to do with speaking a 
language unknown to the hearer. 
If you were to preach in Chinese 
to a room full of English-
speaking folks, they wouldn’t 

understand anything you say. If 
no understanding, no edification 
(v. 4), no profit (v. 6), you’re 
speaking into the air (v. 9), you 
are as a barbarian (v. 11), and the 
unlearned can’t say “Amen” (v. 
16). Therefore, if no interpreter, 
keep silence (v. 28).  

 8) ORDERLY. The second half 
of 1 Corinthians 14 makes known 
that tongue speaking was to be 
orderly. “If therefore the whole 
church be come together into one 
place, and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in those that are 
unlearned, or unbelievers, will 
they not say that ye are mad?” (v. 
23). “How is it then brethren? 
when ye come together, every one 
of you hath a psalm, hath a 
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a 
revelation, hath an interpretation. 
Let all things be done unto 
edifying. If any man speak in an 
unknown tongue, let it be by two, 
or at the most by three, and that 
by course; and let one 
interpret” (vv. 26-27). The 
chapter closes with the 
admonition: “Let all things be 
done decently and in order” (v. 
40). There is no order to the so-
called tongue speaking alleged 
today. Where is the teaching that 
allows the gifts to continue, but 
not the regulations regarding the  
use of the gifts? 

 9) CEASED. 1 Corinthians 13:8 
affirms, “…whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away.” 
Thus, spiritual gifts were 
temporary. Verse 10 informs us 
when they would cease to exist. 
“…when that which is perfect is 
come…” That is not Christ (for 
Christ is a He, not a that), but 
when revelation was complete — 
“the perfect law of liberty” (Ps. 
19:7; Jas. 1:25). That which is 
perfect (v. 10) is of the same 
nature as that which is in part (v. 
9)! So, when divine revelation 
was complete, spiritual gifts were 
no longer necessary and were 
done away! 

 10) EXISTED TO CONFIRM 
THE WORD, EDIFY THE 
CHURCH, AND MAGNIFY GOD. 
A reading of Mark 16:14-20 and 
Hebrews 2:1-4 show that such 
gifts served to confirm the word 
of God. 1 Corinthians 14 
emphasizes edification. And the 
Gentiles magnified God (Acts 
10:46). When men today claim to 
speak in tongues, God is not 
magnified, the church is not 
edified, they contradict the word 
of God and thereby validate 
themselves as frauds!
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