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! Fornication is 
commonly and openly 
practiced today with no 
sense of shame or 
remorse. It involves 
sexual relations among 
the unmarried, but also 
includes sexual 
immorality of every kind 
(adultery, homosexuality, 
lesbianism, bestiality, 
incest and the like). The 
Bible says, “…that ye 
should abstain from 
fornication” (1 
Thessalonians 4:3). Let’s 
take a look at the 1 
Thessalonians 4 context 
in which this command is 
centered. !!
! This Is the Will of 
God (v. 3). God’s will is 
what He wishes or has 
determined for us to do. 
Jesus taught that those 
who enter the kingdom of 
heaven are those who do 
the will of the Father in 
heaven (Matthew 7:21). 
The attitude of Jesus 

was, “…not my will, but 
thine, be done” (Luke 
22:42). It should be our 
fervent desire to do the 
will of God.!!
! Even Your 
Sanctification (v. 3). 
Opposed to lust, 
sanctification is 
consecration and 
purification of heart and 
life. The church is 
composed of sanctified 
people. Paul wrote, “Unto 
the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that 
are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be 
saints…” (1 Corinthians 
1:2). Some of the 
Corinthians in time past 
were fornicators, but Paul 
was able to say, “…ye are 
sanctified…” (1 
Corinthians 6:11). They 
were set apart from this 
unrighteousness when 
“many of the Corinthians 
hearing believed, and 
were baptized” (Acts 

18:8). Sanctification 
demands abstaining from 
fornication.!!
! Possessing Your 
Vessel (vv. 4-5). The 
word “vessel” is used 
different ways in the 
Bible, depending on the 
context. “Bible vessels” 
makes for a good study. 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:4 it 
is used with reference to 
the use one makes of the 
physical body. Paul 
wrote, “….Now the body 
is not for fornication, but 
for the Lord; and the Lord 
for the body” (1 
Corinthians 6:13). Again it 
is written, “Flee 
fornication. Every sin that 
a man doeth is without 
the body; but he that 
committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own 
body” (1 Corinthians 
6:18). Paul further 
instructed, “…glorify God 
in your body…” (1 
Corinthians 6:20). It is an
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unholy and dishonorable 
use of one’s vessel to use 
the body “…in the lust of 
concupiscence…” That is, 
the craving and longing 
for what is forbidden. This 
is the character of those 
who “know not God”. !!
! Not Defrauding 
Your Brother (v. 6). This 
has to do with gaining or 
taking advantage of your 
brother. It is to overreach. 
One writer expressed it 
this way: “Adultery is an 
obvious violation of the 
rights of another. But 
promiscuity before 
marriage represents the 
robbing of the other that 
virginity which ought to 
be brought to a marriage. 
The future partner of 
such a one has been 
defrauded.” Paul 
declared that “…the Lord 
is the avenger of all 

such…” “Marriage is 
honorable in all, and the 
bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge” 
(Hebrews 13:4). The 
Romans were instructed, 
“For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of 
men…” (Romans 1:18).!!
! God Has Not 
Called Us unto 
Uncleanness, but unto 
Holiness (v. 7). Peter 
wrote, “But as he which 
hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner 
of conversation; Because 
it is written, Be ye holy; 
for I am holy” (1 Peter 
1:15-16). Fornication and 
uncleanness are among 
the works of the flesh 
(Galatians 5:19), and are 
not to be once named 

among us as becometh 
saints (Ephesians 5:3). 
The body is to be used 
for higher, nobler 
purposes. Hebrews 12:14 
says, “Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness, 
without which no man 
shall see the Lord.”!!
! He That 
Despiseth, Despiseth 
God (v. 8). To despise, in 
this verse, is to reject or 
refuse. To refuse this 
teaching is not to reject 
man, but God. It is the 
will of God (v. 3). Those 
who refuse it “know not 
God” (v. 5). God “is the 
avenger of all such” (v. 6). 
God has called us unto 
holiness (v. 8). To refuse 
is to be rejected by God!!!
! Will we receive this 
instruction to our honor or 
reject it to our demise? 


