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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 Some put their feelings 
above divine revelation. You 
may call attention to what the 
Bible says only to be met with 
the response, “I know I am 
saved — because I feel it.” 
Thus we ask, Are feelings 
evidence of salvation?  

 1) GUBERNATORIAL 
PARDON. Vested in the 
Governor is the power to grant 
full or conditional pardons, or 
commute punishment. Pardon is 
an executive act. The man in the 
penitentiary only knows he is 
pardoned when the Governor 
declares it. One might ask, 
“Have you been pardoned?” He 
might respond, “No, I don't feel 
that I have.” His feelings are not 
evidence of pardon. Another 
inmate appeals to the warden, 
“Let me out of this place! I’ve 
been pardoned!” And the 
warden asks, “How do you 
know you’ve been pardoned?” 
He responds, “Because I feel 
it.” Would the warden let him 
out on that basis?  

 2) FEELINGS NOT 
ACCEPTED AS EVIDENCE IN 
OTHER AREAS. Would you 
accept feelings as evidence 
when it comes to: 

 Your health? One may feel 
that he is fine and not be. 
Another may be a 

hypochondriac and feel that he 
has a serious medical condition, 
even though diagnostic tests 
show there is nothing wrong 
with him. What would you 
think if you walked into a 
doctor’s office and, without any 
assessment or evaluation of any 
kind, the physician declares you 
are in perfect health or says you 
have only one week to live. You 
ask, “How do you know?” He 
says, “Because I feel it.” Would 
you accept that? 
  
 Safety of a vehicle? The 
operator of a commercial 
vehicle is required to perform a 
pre-trip safety inspection of his 
vehicle. Suppose you’re a 
commercial bus operator and 
before boarding one asks, “Is 
this bus safe?” You say, “Why 
yes, this bus is perfectly safe. 
Come aboard!” He then asks, 
“How do you know?”You say, 
“Because I feel that it is.” 
Traveling down the interstate, a 
front wheel comes off, the bus 
is thrown into oncoming traffic, 
and there is a head-on collision 
with an 18-wheeler. Many 
passengers are severely injured. 
Your feelings did not ensure 
safety. 

 Water quality? When buying 
a house with a well, would you 
accept as evidence of well water 
quality the homeowner’s 

feelings? “Is the well safe?” you 
ask. “Why yes,” he says. “How 
do you know?” “Because I feel 
it.”  

 Distance? You may feel that 
a destination is a long way off, 
and it be near or feel that it is 
near and yet be a great distance 
away. 

 Sense of direction? A pilot 
may experience vertigo or 
spatial disorientation. He may 
feel that he is straight and level, 
but the instrument panel may 
reveal otherwise. The altitude 
indicator may show a subtle left 
bank. The directional gyro may 
be drifting in that direction, and 
the compass agree that he is not 
straight and level. If the pilot 
wants to avoid a crash, he must 
trust the readings of his 
instrument panel; not his 
feelings. 

 Amount of flour? Suppose 
you go to the grain mill and ask 
the miller for 5 pounds of the 
grain he is grinding in flour. He 
scoops some in a bag. You ask, 
“Is that 5 lbs?” He says, “Yes, 
sir/ma’am it is.” “How do you 
know?” “Because I feel it.” 

 We wouldn’t accept feelings 
as evidence for most, if not all, 
things done under the sun. We 
can know the condition of the 
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body as the tests reveal it, the 
safety of a vehicle as we inspect 
it, water quality as we test it, 
distance as we measure it, 
direction as the compass shows 
it, and the amount of flour as we 
weigh it. Yet, many trust their 
feelings as evidence for what 
matters most, their salvation  
and hope of heaven above the 
bright blue! 

 3) FEELINGS NOT TO BE 
TRUSTED. When Isaac’s eyes 
were dim, so that he could not 
see, he had intentions of 
blessing Esau. Jacob, by 
deception, obtained the blessing 
of his father. Isaac said unto 
Jacob, “Come near, I pray thee, 
that I may feel thee, my son, 
whether thou be my very son 
Esau or not. And Jacob went 
near unto Isaac his father; and 
he felt him, and said, The voice 
is Jacob’s voice, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau. And he 

discerned him not…” (Gen. 
27:21-23). The voice sounded 
like Jacob, but he felt like Esau. 
Had Isaac gone by what he 
heard instead of what he felt, he 
would not have been deceived!  

 In Genesis 37, we have 
the account where Joseph’s 
brethren sold Joseph to the 
Ishmeelites, took Joseph’s coat, 
killed a kid of the goats, dipped 
the coat in the blood, brought it 
to their father and said, “This 
have we found: know now 
whether it be thy son’s coat or 
no. And he knew it, and said, It 
is my son’s coat; an evil beast 
hath devoured him; Joseph is 
without doubt rent in pieces. 
And Jacob rent his clothes, and 
put sackcloth upon his loins, 
and mourned for his son many 
days” (vv. 31-34). Jacob was 
deceived. He was made to feel 
that Joseph was dead — he 
mourned, when, in fact, Joseph 

was alive! This shows that a 
falsehood believed will produce 
the same feelings that would 
have been produced had it 
really been true. 
  
 The Scriptures teach, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding” (Prov. 
3:5). “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Prov. 14:12; 16:25). “O 
Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself: it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his 
steps” (Jer. 10:23). “For we 
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Cor. 5:7). “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
The only way we know 
anything spiritually is as God 
declares it in His word! 

____________________

A Man Cannot Know He Is Saved By The Way He Feels! 

 As the man in the penitentiary can only know he is pardoned when the Governor declares it, the sinner 
can only know he is saved as God declares it in his word. God declares in his word that faith, repentance, 
and baptism are conditions of salvation, the remission of sins (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38). No one as the right to 
declare otherwise! The sinner does not have salvation, the remission of sins until he submits to the 
conditions set forth in the word of God, regardless of the ways he feels!  

http://www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com
http://www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

