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What the Bible Says About Slander
John Isaac Edwards

	 One of the ugliest sins of the tongue 
is slander. “Slander” is used in reference 
to “those who are given to finding fault 
with the demeanour and conduct of oth-
ers, and spreading their innuendos and 
criticisms in the church” (Vine’s Exposi-
tory Dictionary of New Testament Words, 
p. 1062). Those given to slander exercise 
an influence most destructive to the body 
of Christ.

 Slander Incites a Spirit of Discon-
tent and Invokes Death. When the twelve 
spies returned from searching Canaan’s 
land, the ten men who brought back an 
evil report upon the land were said to have 
“made all the congregation to murmur 
against him, by bringing up a slander upon 
the land” (Numbers 14:36-37). The Lord 
was so disgusted with this that the slan-
derers died by plague and everyone else, 
from twenty years old and upward, save 
Caleb and Joshua, died in the wilderness 
(Numbers 14:26-38). The Lord does not 
tolerate slander among His people.

 Slander Is a Form of Persecution 
Against the Righteous. If you are ever 
the target of slander, you will find solace 
in reading Psalm 31. In many ways, the 
Psalm foreshadows the sufering of Jesus. 
A net laid privily (v. 4), lying vanities (v. 

6), reproach (v. 11), wicked counsel (vv. 
13, 17), and strife of tongues (v. 20) are all 
associated with those “which speak griev-
ous things proudly and contemptuously 
against the righteous” (Psalm 31:18). 
Yet courage and strength fill our hearts 
when we realize, “...the Lord preserveth 
the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the 
proud doer” (Psalm 31:23-24).

 Slander Is the Trademark of Fools. 
In the context of contrasts, Solomon inter-
jects this wise saying: “He that hideth ha-
tred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a 
slander, is a fool” (Proverbs 10:18). When-
ever and wherever slander is in the church, 
there is the presence of a fool! This does 
not describe you does it?

 Slander Disqualifies a Man from the 
Office of a Bishop. Among the qualifica-
tions of elders’ and deacons’ wives is “not 
slanderers” (1 Timothy 3:11). Anytime 
fault-finding and criticism infiltrate fami-
lies of officers in the church, the church 
will face problems.  

 One way to put a stop to this evil is 
to not be a party to such. “Whoso privily 
slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut 
off: him that hath an high look and a proud 
heart will not I suffer” (Psalm 101:5).

Speaker
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God...” (1 Peter 4:11).
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What the Bible Says About Talebearing
John Isaac Edwards

	 Talebearing is sister to slander. A tale-
bearer is one who gives birth to or carries an 
account of a real or imagined event, a piece 
of gossip (easy, fluent, trivial talk; talk about 
people behind their backs), a lie (The New 
Webster’s Dictionary). The talebearer exerts 
a power no less harmful to the Lord’s body 
than the slanderer.

 Talebearing Is a Shalt Not. The old cov-
enant contained this talebearing ordinance: 
“Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale-
bearer among thy people...I am the Lord” 
(Leviticus 19:16). To understand the seri-
ousness of violating a spiritual “shalt not,” 
simply take note of the sentence pronounced 
upon Adam and Eve for doing that which di-
vine law said not to do (Genesis 2:16-17; 3). 
You’re not known as a talebearer among thy 
people, are you?

 Talebearing Reveals Secrets. In setting 
forth moral virtues and their contrary vices, 
Solomon uttered, “A talebearer revealeth se-
crets: but he that is of a faithful spirit con-
cealeth the matter” (Proverbs 11:13). Again it 
is written, “He that goeth about as a talebearer 

revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with 
him that flattereth with his lips” (Proverbs 
20:19). The talebearer cannot work alone - 
she must have a second party. Are you aware 
that you are a facilitator to talebearing when 
you give ear to a talebearer?

 Talebearing Inflicts Deep, Penetrat-
ing Wounds. “The words of a talebearer are 
as wounds, and they go down into the in-
nermost parts of the belly” (Proverbs 18:8; 
26:22). Words from the mouth can be like ar-
rows from a bow. “For, lo, the wicked bend 
their bow, they make ready their arrow upon 
the string, that they may privily shoot at the 
upright in heart” (Psalm 11:2). The lacera-
tions can be long in healing.

 Talebearing Kindles Strife. “Where no 
wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where 
there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. As 
coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; 
so is a contentious man to kindle strife” 
(Proverbs 26:20). A fire is constantly burn-
ing among some as there are those constantly 
stirring up strife, and it can be smothered by 
not tolerating talebearing!


