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A Man Named Elymas
John Isaac Edwards

 It would be easy to overlook Elymas as 
he is mentioned once in the Scriptures. Acts 
13:8 records, “But Elymas the sorcerer (for 
so is his name by interpretation) withstood 
them, seeking to turn away the deputy from 
the faith.” Let’s learn some lessons from this 
record.   

 A Sorcerer. When Paul arrived at Pa-
phos, on his first preaching trip, he “found 
a certain sorcerer...” (Acts 13:6). Verse 8 
identifies this individual as “Elymas the sor-
cerer...” Sorcerery was used to trick people, 
making them think you were some great 
power of God, as practiced by Simon the 
sorcerer in Acts 8:9-11. 

 A False Prophet. Acts 13:6 refers to Ely-
mas as “a false prophet.” Peter wrote, “But 
there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you...” (2 Peter 2:1). A false teacher 
is one who teaches that which is contrary to 
the truth of God’s word (John 17:17), just as 
a false witness is one who gives false tes-
timony (1 Corinthians 15:15). John warned, 
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the 
world” (1 John 4:1).

 Withstood Barnabas and Saul. Depu-
ty Sergius Paulus “called for Barnabas and 

Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 
But Elymas...withstood them...” (Acts 13:7-
8). When you point folks to the truth, there 
will often be those like Elymas who get in 
the way and forcefully oppose you. 

 Sought to Turn Away the Deputy from 
the Faith. The reason Elymas withstood 
these gospel preachers is that he was “seek-
ing to turn away the deputy from the faith” 
(Acts 13:8). Paul, “filled with the Holy 
Ghost, set his eyes on him, And said, O full 
of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways 
of the Lord?” (Acts 13:9-10). The Holy Spir-
it calls those who oppose truth and seek to 
turn others away from the faith a child of 
the devil and enemy of righteousness! To be 
turned from “the faith” is to be turned from 
“the gospel” (Colossians 1:23), “the word of 
God” (Acts 13:7) and “the doctrine of the 
Lord” (Acts 13:12), for they are all one and 
the same. 

 A Blind Man. The Lord struck Elymas 
with divine pepper spray as “there fell on 
him a mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand” (Acts 
13:11). This shows how the Lord feels about 
false teachers and serves as a warning to any 
who would oppose truth and turn away folks 
from the faith!
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Emphasizing Sameness
John Isaac Edwards

 With all the different beliefs, teachings 
and practices in the religious world, it needs 
to be pointed out that the Scriptures empha-
size sameness.   

 The Same Lord. Paul wrote, “For there is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him” (Romans 10:12). There is but 
“One Lord” (Ephesians 4:5); one standard of 
authority! 

 The Same Body. The Holy Spirit revealed, 
“That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and 
of the same body...” (Ephesians 3:6). There 
is “one body” (Ephesians 4:4), “which is the 
church” (Colossians 1:24). 1 Corinthians 12:13 
teaches, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body...” (1 Corinthians 12:13).

 Speak the Same Thing. Paul admonished 
divided brethren, “...that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you...” (1 Corinthians 1:10). When we all 
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11), 
we will speak the same thing. The fact that 
different things are being spoken says some 
are not speaking as the oracles of God! 

 The Same Mind and Same Judgment. 1 
Corinthians 1:10 continues, “...that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” When all of us possess 
“the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16), we 
will have the same mind. We can know the 
mind of Christ as we read the will of Christ in 
the New Testament. 

 Walk By the Same Rule. The Philippian 
Christians were instructed, “Nevertheless, 
whereto we have already attained, let us walk 
by the same rule, let us mind the same thing” 
(Philippians 3:16). The Bible is our only rule 
of walk (Colossians 3:17). Paul wrote, “And 
as many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be on them, and mercy...” (Galatians 6:16). 

 If we have the same Lord and are mem-
bers of the same body, we ought to teach the 
same thing, worship the same way, do the 
same work and have the same organization-
al arrangement. When there are differences 
in teaching and practice, somebody is not 
speaking as the oracles of God or walking 
by the same rule! May we respect this same-
ness! We are open to further study, in the in-
terest of sameness.


