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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
CHRIST AND  

THE CHURCH 
John Edwards 

 Paul introduces the theme 
of our study: “This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church” (Eph. 
5:32). 

 1) THE TWO GO 
TOGETHER. Some say, “Just 
preach Christ. Don’t talk to me 
about the church.” This is an 
impossibility! “And” joins 
Christ and the church together. 
When Philip preached Christ, 
he preached about the church 
(Acts 8:5, 12). 

 2) HEAD AND BODY. 
Christ and the church go 
together, as a head and body. 
Christ is the Head (Eph. 
1:21-23), and the church is His 
body (Col. 1:24). If you think 
you can separate Christ and the 
church, imagine separating your 
head from your body without 
any ill effects! 

 3) WHAT IS FOUND IN 
ONE CANNOT BE FOUND 
OUTSIDE THE OTHER. There 
are many things found in Christ: 
All spiritual blessings (Eph. 
1:3), salvation (2 Tim. 2:10), 
redemption (Rom. 3:24), eternal 
life (1 Jn. 5:11), and on it goes. 
Since Christ and the church go 
together, what is found in Christ 
cannot be found outside the 
church of Christ! 

 4) WHAT PUTS YOU IN 
ONE PUTS YOU IN THE 
OTHER. Baptism puts one into 
Christ (Gal. 3:27) and into the 
church (1 Cor. 12:13). Some 
think there are those in a 
relationship with Christ who are 
not part of the church of Christ. 
Does the Lord have sheep 
outside of His flock? 

 One can be saved outside 
Christ and the church today, no 
more than one could be saved 
outside the ark in the days of 
Noah!  

____________________ 

MY MIND OR THE 
WORD OF THE LORD? 

John Edwards 

 It was in David’s mind to 
build a house for God, but the 
word of the Lord did not allow 
such (1 Chr. 22:7-8). We need 
to learn there may be some 
things in our mind that are not 
according to the Lord’s word. 

 1) USING MECHANICAL 
INSTRUMENTS IN WORSHIP. It 
is in the mind of some to use 
mechanical instruments in 
worship unto God, but a reading 
of the New Testament will show 
this is not according to the word 
of the Lord. The Scriptures say, 
“singing” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16).  

 2) PROVIDING  

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
RECREATION. It is in the mind 
of many today that the church 
ought to provide entertainment 
and recreation for its members. 
Where does the word of the 
Lord allow such? 

 3) HAVING A SECULAR 
SCHOOL. It is in the mind of 
some that the church ought to 
have a preschool, elementary 
school, high school, or college. 
The church is “the pillar and 
ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 
3:15); not reading, writing, and 
arithmetic! The church is about 
sounding out the word of the 
Lord (1 Th. 1:8). 

 God is not a man (Num. 
23:19). Thus, He thinks 
differently than we do (Is. 
55:7-11). Will we be bent on 
doing what is in our mind, or 
will we respect the word of the 
Lord? 

____________________ 

PREACHING CHRIST 
John Edwards 

 Many say, “Just preach 
Christ.” Most people have no 
concept of what preaching 
Christ is about. In Acts 8:5, 
Philip “preached Christ”. I 
wonder what Philip preached, 
when he preached Christ? Acts 
8:12 says, “…preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized…”
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 1) PREACHING THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST. When 
Philip preached Christ, he spoke 
concerning the kingdom of God, 
which is the church (Mt. 
16:18-19). Since Christ is the 
Head and the church is His body 
(Eph. 1:22-23), to preach one is 
to preach the other! 

 2) PREACHING THE 
AUTHORITY OF CHRIST. To 
preach concerning “the name of 
Jesus Christ” is to preach about 
the power or authority of Christ 
(Acts 4:7-12). Christ has all 
authority (Mt. 28:18). “And 
whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus…” (Col. 3:17). 

 3) PREACHING BAPTISM 
INTO CHRIST. When Philip 
preached Christ, “they were 
baptized, both men and 
women.” Why would they have 
been baptized, if Philip didn’t 
say something about the need 
for men and women to be 
baptized when he preached 
Christ? To preach Christ is to 
preach about being “baptized 
into Christ” (Gal. 3:27). 

 Is Christ being preached 
where you attend? If the 
preacher doesn’t say anything 

about the church of the Lord, 
the authority of Christ, or being 
baptized in the name of Christ, 
then he simply is not preaching 
Christ as Philip preached Christ! 

____________________ 

IS TITHING  
BINDING TODAY? 

John Edwards 

 Some in the religious world 
try to bind tithing upon people 
today. Are we commanded to 
tithe? What does the Bible say? 

 1) TITHING COMMAND 
GIVEN TO ISRAEL. A reading 
of Leviticus 27:30-34 shows to 
whom the tithing command was 
given. “These are the 
commandments, which the Lord 
commanded Moses for the 
children of Israel in mount 
Sinai.” The command to tithe is 
not for us today, but was for the 
children of Israel! 

 2) OLD TESTAMENT NOT 
BINDING. In order for tithing to 
be binding, the Old Testament 
would have to be binding. The 
Bible clearly shows the Old 
Testament, including the 
command to tithe, has been 

done away (Gal. 3:23-25; Eph. 
2:15; Col. 2:14; Heb. 8:7-13). 

 3) CONSEQUENCES OF 
TITHING. If you go back to the 
Old Testament and keep tithing 
or any other command, there are 
some consequences you need to 
know about. Christ shall profit 
you nothing, you are a debtor to 
do the whole law, Christ is 
become of no effect unto you, 
and you are fallen from grace 
(Gal. 5:1-4). 

 4) NEW TESTAMENT 
TEACHING. Since we live under 
“the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2), 
we must look to New Testament 
teaching concerning giving. The 
New Testament calls for 
Christians, upon the first day of 
the week, to give as they have 
been prospered and as they 
purpose in their heart (1 Cor. 
16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:6-7).  

 To bind tithing is to bind 
where God has not bound.

If you want God to be there 
for you when you need Him 
to be, are you where He 
wants you to be?
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