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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
GOD’S CALL   

by Martin F. Kennedy, “Dead Yet Speaketh”

There is much confusion in 
the religious world concerning 
God’s call to man. To say God 
calls man to salvation is 
indisputable, but the means, or 
how, is where the confusion lies. 

 1) GOD CALLS US WITH A 
HOLY CALLING. “Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me 
his prisoner; but be thou partaker 
of the divine afflictions of the 
gospel according to the power of 
God; Who hath saved us, and 
called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world 
began, But is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the 
gospel; Whereunto I am 
appointed a preacher, and an 
apostle, and a teacher of the 
Gentiles” (2 Tim. 1:8-11). 
  
 When you summarize this 
passage of Scripture, you see 
how Jesus brought life and 
immortality to light through the 
gospel, which is the holy calling 
of God, according to His own 
purpose and grace which was 
given us in Christ before the 
world began. Paul was appointed 
a preacher, an apostle, and a  

teacher to the Gentiles to declare  
that holy calling. 

 2) GOD CALLS US BY THE 
GOSPEL. Paul told the 
Thessalonians that God, from the 
beginning, hath “…chosen you to 
salvation through sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: Whereunto he called you 
by our gospel…” (2 Th. 2:13-14). 
  
 Paul also spoke to the 
Ephesians of how God hath “…
chosen us in him [Christ] before 
the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love: Having 
predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to 
the good pleasure of his will”  
(Eph. 1:4-5). He further states, 
“In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace” (Eph. 1:7), and 
concludes by saying, “In whom 
ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation…”  
(Eph. 1:13).  
  
 2 Timothy 1:8-11; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13-14; and 
Ephesians 1:1-14 parallel each 
other to show that God calls us 
by the gospel, and that this was 
predetermined before the 
foundation of the world.  

 To the Galatians Paul stated, 
“I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you 
into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: Which is not 
another; but there be some that 
trouble you, and would pervert 
the gospel of Christ. But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be 
accursed” (Gal. 1:6-8). This 
passage shows that we are called 
by the gospel, and, in verses 11 
and 12, he states the gospel he 
preached was not of man, neither 
was he taught it of man, but by 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 Man must respond to the call 
of God (2 Pet. 1:10-11). It is a 
high and holy calling because it 
is issued by God, through the 
gospel (Phil. 3:14). Man’s 
positive response to God’s call is 
termed, “Calling on the name of 
the Lord.” 

GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 

1. Hear the gospel (Acts 2:22). 
2. Believe in Christ (Jn. 8:24). 
3. Repent of your sins (Acts 
 17:30). 
4. Confess your faith in Christ 
 (Rom. 10:9-10). 
5. Be baptized (Mk. 16:16). 
6. Be faithful (Rev. 2:10). 
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LET THE BIBLE BE YOUR GUIDE   
by Aude McKee, “Dead Yet Speaketh”

We have nothing to offer but 
the word of God. We have no 
Catechism, no Manual, no 
Confession of Faith; in short, no 
creed book of any kind but the 
Bible. If someone were to ask a 
member of the church, “What 
do you believe?” he would hand 
him a copy of the Bible! If the 
question was more specific, 
then the Bible would be opened 
to those passages that deal with 
that particular problem.  

 Our plea to each of you is, 
LET THE BIBLE BE YOUR 
GUIDE. There probably has 
never been a time in modern 
history when the need for a 
return to the Bible has been 

more critical. There is religious 
division on every hand. 
Confusion abounds and honest, 
sincere people don’t know 
which way to turn. A prophet in 
the Old Testament cried, “O 
Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself: it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his 
steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man can fly 
to the moon and walk on the 
ocean floor, but he lacks the 
ability to find his way to 
heaven. How desperately we 
need to open our Bibles and let 
the Lord tell us what is right. 

 It would be incorrect to say 
that the Bible is a guide. The 
reason? The Bible is the guide! 

There is no other! 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 tells us that “All 
scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 
This passage either states the 
truth or it does not. If it does 
not, then the Bible is not 
reliable. If it does state the truth, 
then the Bible is all any person 
needs to go to heaven because it 
will make him perfect and 
completely furnish him to all 
good works! And so we plead, 
LET THE BIBLE BE YOUR 
GUIDE. 

A LAMP AND A LIGHT 

“O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me;  
let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles” (Ps. 43:3). 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). 

“To the law and to the testimony:  
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Is. 8:20).
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