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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
IS TONGUE SPEAKING 

POSSIBLE TODAY? 
John Edwards 

 Some today claim Bible 
tongue speaking ability. Is such 
possible? 

 1) WHAT IS TONGUE 
SPEAKING? Bible tongue 
speaking was the supernatural 
ability to speak a language one 
did not know and had not studied 
or been taught. A good example is 
when the apostles spoke in the 
native languages of those 
dwelling at Jerusalem out of 
every nation (Acts 2:1-11). 

 2) HOW DID MEN RECEIVE 
TONGUE SPEAKING ABILITY? 
Two ways: (1) Tongue speaking 
was associated with Holy Spirit 
baptism (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-46). 
Since men today do not receive 
Holy Spirit baptism, as it was 
promised to the apostles (Lk. 
24:49; Acts 1:2-8), tongue 
speaking is not possible today. (2) 
Tongue speaking was one of the 
nine spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 
12:8-10). These gifts were given 
through “laying on of the 
apostles’ hands” (Acts 8:14-18; 
19:6). Since there are no apostles 
living on earth today, for no one 
is qualified (Acts 1:21-22), and 
all those upon whom they laid 
hands have died, tongue speaking 
is no longer possible. 

 3) IS THERE ANY 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BIBLE 

TONGUE SPEAKING AND SO-
CALLED ‘TONGUE SPEAKING’ 
PRACTICED TODAY? The so 
called ‘tongue speaking’ done 
today bears no resemblance 
whatsoever to Bible tongue 
speaking! Bible tongue speaking 
was to be understood (1 Cor. 
14:1-22). ‘Tongue speaking’ 
today is a bunch of gibber jabber 
that is unintelligible! Bible 
tongue speaking was also orderly 
(1 Cor. 14:23-40). ‘Tongue 
speaking’ today is about as 
orderly as Metro Manila traffic! 

____________________ 

THE WRONG CHURCH 
John Edwards 

 Have you given any 
thought to the possibility that 
you may be in the wrong 
church?  

 1) THE WRONG 
BEGINNING. Do you know 
where and when the church of 
which you are a member began? 
The New Testament church 
began in Jerusalem, on the first 
Pentecost after the resurrection 
of Jesus (Is. 2:2-3; Acts 2). 

 2) THE WRONG BUILDER. 
Who built the church with 
which you are affiliated? Jesus 
said, “I will build my church”  
(Mt. 16:18).  

 3) THE WRONG HEAD. 
Who is the head of the church 
where you worship? What is his 

or her name? The church built 
by Christ is headed by Christ 
(Eph. 1:21-23). Since He is “the 
head” (Col. 1:18), that leaves 
no room for any other head. 

 4) THE WRONG NAME. 
What name do you wear 
religiously? What is the name of 
the church of which you are a 
member? “And the disciples 
were called Christians first in 
Antioch” (Acts 11:26). Paul 
wrote, “The churches of Christ 
salute you” (Rom. 16:16). The 
name of Christ is “above every 
name” (Phil. 2:9). 

 The Bible reveals one body 
(Eph. 4:4), and the church is the 
body (Eph. 1:22-23). Since 
Christ is the Savior of the body 
(Eph. 5:23), it is important to be 
in the right church! 

____________________ 

HOW DOES THE HOLY 
SPIRIT WORK TODAY? 

John Edwards 

 There is no question that 
the Holy Spirit is at work today. 
The question is: How does He 
work? Does He operate upon 
the heart of man directly and 
personally, independent of the 
word of God, or indirectly and 
representatively, through the 
medium of the word?  

 1) THE SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT, THE WORD. Paul said,
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“And take…the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of 
God” (Eph. 6:17). The passage 
shows the Spirit works through 
the agency of the word of God. 
When men were “pricked in 
their heart” (Acts 2:37) and 
“cut to the heart” (Acts 7:54), it 
was by the Spirit of God 
through the preaching of the 
word of God. The Holy Spirit, 
through the same agency, works 
today upon the hearts of men. 

 2) WHAT INFLUENCE 
DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
EXERT UPON OR WITHIN 
YOUR HEART? If you believe 
the Holy Spirit exerts some 
power or influence upon or 
within your heart, what is it that 
He does for you that the word of 
God is not said to do? One says, 
“The Holy Spirit gives me 
faith.” Faith comes by hearing 
the word of God (Rom. 10:17). 
It is said, “The Holy Spirit 
reproves me.” The Scriptures 
are profitable for reproof (2 
Tim. 3:16-17) and the preaching 
of the word reproves (2 Tim. 
4:2). Another says, “The Holy 
Spirit helps me to grow.” 
Spiritual growth comes by the 
word of God (1 Pet. 2:2). Still 
another insists, “The Holy Spirit 
comforts me.” We receive 

comfort from the word of God 
(1 Th. 4:18). The fact that every 
influence the Holy Spirit is said 
to have upon or within one’s 
heart, the word of God 
accomplishes the same thing, 
shows that the Spirit operates 
upon and within the heart of 
man by and through the word of 
God.  

____________________ 

BODY AND SPIRIT 
John Edwards 

  
 James 2:26 says, “For as 
the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.” It takes the union of 
body and spirit to constitute life. 
Separation of the spirit from the 
body results in death of the 
body. 

 1) THE BODY OF MAN. 
Man is a dual being, composed 
of body and spirit (sometimes 
referred to as the soul). There 
are those who deny man has a 
soul, but the fact that you are 
alive says you have a soul. “… 
there is a spirit in man…” (Job 
32:8). The Bible affirms the soul 
of man (Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7; 
Zech. 12:1; Mt. 10:28; 1 Cor. 
6:20).   

 2) THE BODY OF CHRIST. 
The Lord’s church is set forth in 
the figure of a body (1 Cor. 
12:12-27; Col. 1:18). The Spirit 
dwells in the body (1 Cor. 3:16), 
and it is the Spirit that gives life 
(Rom. 8:2, 10; Gal. 6:8; 1 Pet. 
3:18; Jn. 6:63; Eph. 2:1, 5). 
Since the Spirit dwells in the 
body, and the Spirit gives life, 
one must be in the body to have 
life. How do we get into the 
body? The Bible says, “For by 
one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body…” (1 Cor. 12:13). 
“By one Spirit” is equivalent 
with “by the word of God” (1 
Pet. 1:22-23). If there is but 
“one Spirit” (Eph. 4:4), “the 
Spirit of truth” (Jn. 14:17), and 
the sword of the Spirit is the 
word of God (Eph. 6:17), there 
is but one body of truth, the 
word of God (Jn. 17:17). Since 
there is “one body”, “one 
Spirit” and “one baptism”  
(Eph. 4:4-5), those outside the 
Lord’s body must obey “the 
word of the truth of the 
gospel” (Eph. 1:13) in order to 
be members of Christ’s body, 
the church (Acts 2:41, 47). 
Those outside the body are 
without spiritual life, and to 
receive them into fellowship is 
to bring dead stones into the 
living house (1 Pet. 2:5)! 
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