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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 The word “sanctification” 
occurs 5 times (1 Cor. 1:30;      
1 Th. 4:3-4; 2 Th. 2:13; 1 Pet. 
1:2). The words “sanctified,” 
“sanctifieth,” “sanctify,” 
“saint,” and “saints” appear 
more than 200 times. The word 
“sanctified” means to be 
consecrated or dedicated, set 
aside for holy uses, to make 
holy. “Saints” are those who 
have been sanctified, separated 
from sin and therefore 
consecrated to God. 

 1) SANCTIFIED THINGS. The 
Scriptures set forth a number of 
things said to be sanctified:  
•  The seventh day (Gen. 2:3). 
•  Israel (Ex. 19:14). 
•  The tabernacle (Ex. 29:43;  

 Lev. 8:10; Num. 7:1). 
•  The altar (Lev. 8:15). 
•  The priests (Lev. 8:30). 
•  God (Lev. 10:3). 
•  A man’s house and    

 possessions (Lev. 27:14, 16). 
•  The firstborn (Num. 8:17). 
•  The temple (2 Chr. 7:16). 
•  Christ (Jn. 10:36; 1 Pet.  

 3:15). 
•  Christians (1 Cor. 1:2). 
 This study has to do with the 
teaching of the Bible with 
respect to the sanctification of 
those in Christ, called 
Christians. 

 2) SANCTIFIED BY GOD. 
God sanctifies. Paul penned, 

“And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray 
God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Th. 
5:23). Jude addressed his epistle 
“…to them that are sanctified 
by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called” (Jude 1). 

 3) SANCTIFIED BY CHRIST. 
We are sanctified in Christ, by 
His will, through His death, 
with His blood. 
 Sanctification is in Christ. 
The letter to the Corinthians 
was directed “…to them that 
are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus…” (1 Cor. 1:2). The 
Scriptures speak of “…saints in 
Christ Jesus…” (Phil. 1:1; 4:21; 
Col. 1:2). Therefore, no 
sanctification without Christ. 
 Sanctification is by the will 
of Christ, through the death of 
Christ. Setting forth the 
superiority of the will of Christ 
over the Old Testament system, 
Hebrews 10:9-10 teaches, 
“Then said he, Lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God. He taketh away 
the first, that he may establish 
the second. By the which will 
we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.”  
 Sanctification is with the 
blood of Christ. Hebrews 10 

continues, “Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing…?” (v. 29). The 
sanctifying blood is applied in 
baptism as one is “…baptized 
into his death” (Rom. 6:3-4), 
where His blood was shed (Jn. 
19:33-34). 

 4) SANCTIFIED BY THE 
SPIRIT. The Holy Spirit 
sanctififes. Romans 15:16 says, 
“…being sanctified by the Holy 
Ghost.” Again it is written, ”…
God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth” (2 Th. 2:13). 
Again, “Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ…” (1 Pet. 1:2). 
 One’s understanding of how 
the Spirit of God sanctifies 
must be consistent with Bible 
teaching on sanctification by 
God, the Father, and Christ, the 
Son. Sanctification of the Spirit 
does not occur directly, apart 
from agency, no more than 
there is some direct operation of 
the Father or the Son upon the 
heart of man in sanctification.
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 5) SANCTIFIED THROUGH 
THE TRUTH. There can be no 
sanctification today apart from 
the medium of God’s word. In 
His prayer to the Father Jesus 
declared, “Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is 
truth….And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the 
truth….Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through 
their word” (Jn. 17:17, 19-20). 
It takes truth taught (Eph. 4:15), 
truth heard (Eph. 1:13), truth 
believed (2 Th. 2:12), and truth 
obeyed (1 Pet. 1:22) for one to 
be sanctified through the truth. 

 6) SANCTIFIED BY FAITH. 
The Lord sent Paul to the 
Gentiles “To open their eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which 
are sanctified by faith that is in 
me” (Acts 26:18). 
 Again notice how 
sanctification occurred, in the 
first century, through agency — 
through the preaching of the 
word (Acts 14:15; Rom. 1:15; 
10:8, 15; 1 Cor. 1:17). 

 The preaching of the gospel 
must be mixed with faith in 
them that hear it. “For unto us 
was the gospel preached, as 
well as unto them: but the word 
preached did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it” (Heb. 4:2). 
This is not sanctification by 
faith only (Jas. 2:24; Mk .16:16; 
Gal. 3:26-27), but by conviction 
conjoined with obedience.  

 7) SANCTIFIED TO 
HOLINESS. Sanctification and 
holiness have always been 
coupled together. “…sanctify 
yourselves, and ye shall be 
holy…” (Lev. 11:44). Holy 
living is required of sanctified 
people. “For this is the will of 
God, even your sanctification, 
that ye should abstain from 
fornication…For God hath not 
called us unto uncleanness, but 
unto holiness” (1 Th. 4:1-7). “If 
a man therefore purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel 
unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master’s use…” (2 
Tim. 2:21). Let us conduct 
ourselves “…as becometh 
saints” (Eph. 5:1-5). 

 8) SANCTIFIED TO INHERIT. 
The sanctified have “…an  

inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven…” (1 
Pet. 1:4). The Ephesians were 
commended “…to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified”  
(Acts 20:32). Again, notice how 
sanctification is through “…the 
word….” Acts 26:18, “…
inheritance among them which 
are sanctified….” Colossians 
1:12, “…the inheritance of the 
saints….” If one is not a saint, 
then he is not in line to inherit! 

 All of this Bible teaching on 
sanctification is illustrated in 
the Corinthians: 
•  The Corinthians were  

 sanctified (1 Cor. 1:2) 
•  by God, Christ, the Holy  

 Spirit (1 Cor. 6:11; 2:4,  
 10-13; 12:13). 

•  through the truth (Acts  
 18:1-8) 

•  by faith (Acts 18:8) 
•  to holiness (1 Cor. 3:16-17;  

 6:18-20) 
•  to inherit (1 Cor. 6:9-10;  

 15:50). 

 Our plea to you: be 
sanctified like the Corinthians!
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