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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

ASKING OF GOD 
John Edwards 

 Even though God knows 
what we have need of before we 
ask Him (Mt. 6:8), He still 
requires that we ask. Jesus said, 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto 
you” (Mt. 7:7-11). James 4:2 
records, “…ye have not, 
because ye ask not.” Here are 
some Scriptural principles to 
remember when asking of God: 

 ASK BELIEVING. It would 
do no good to ask of God 
without faith. Jesus taught, 
“And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive” (Mt. 21:22). 
James exhorted, “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God…But let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering….” (Jas. 
1:5-6). When we ask of God, 
we need to believe that He “…is 
able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or 
think…” (Eph. 3:20).  

 ASK IN THE NAME OF 
CHRIST. Jesus stated, “And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it” (Jn. 
14:13-14). Again He said, 
“Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give 
it you. Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name: ask, and ye 

shall receive, that your joy may 
be full” (Jn. 16:23-24). Thus, 
we pray in Jesus’ name.  

 ASK IN THE RIGHT 
SPIRITUAL CONDITION. Jesus 
declared, “If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (Jn. 
15:7). Abiding in Jesus is a 
must when asking of God. Are 
we in Him? Are His words in 
us? 

 ASK WITH THE RIGHT 
MOTIVE. James informed those 
of his day: “Ye ask, and receive 
not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your 
lusts” (Jas. 4:3). We can’t 
expect to receive what we ask 
when our motives are all wrong, 
wanting only what will give us 
pleasure! 

 ASK KEEPING AND 
DOING. One must be a keeper 
and doer when asking of God. 
Here’s what John said about it: 
“And whatsoever we ask, we 
receive of him, because we keep 
his commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in 
his sight” (1 Jn. 3:22). Are we 
commandment-keepers and 
pleasing-doers?  

 ASK ACCORDING TO 
GOD’S WILL. It is written, 
“And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, 
he heareth us: And if we know 

that he hear us, whatsoever we 
ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of 
him” (1 Jn. 5:14-15). Jesus set 
the example praying to the 
Father, “thy will be done” (Mt. 
26:39, 42, 44). Should we 
expect to receive things we ask 
that are not in keeping with the 
will of God? 

 What a privilege to ask of 
“God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17)!  

____________________ 

THINGS TO AVOID 
John Edwards 

 The word of God instructs 
us to keep away from things 
that are damaging and 
destructive. Here are some 
things Christians must avoid: 

 THE PATH OF THE 
WICKED. Wise Solomon 
counseled: “Enter not into the 
path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, 
pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away” (Prov. 4:14-15). 
Our feet must tread “the path of 
the just” which “is as the 
shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect 
day” (Prov. 4:18). 

 THEM WHICH CAUSE 
DIVISIONS AND OFFENCES. 
Romans 16:17 says, “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and 
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offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them.” Men who 
cause divisions among brethren 
by refusing to uphold the truth, 
teaching false doctrines, 
promoting heresies or by 
causing others to stumble, are to 
be marked and avoided. 

 FORNICATION. Writing 
amidst “the present distress” (1 
Cor. 7:26), Paul said it is good 
for a man not to “touch” a 
woman, “Nevertheless, to avoid 
fornication, let every man have 
his own wife, and let every 
woman have her own 
husband” (1 Cor. 7:1-2). Sexual 
relations outside of this one-
wife, one-husband relationship 
is sexual immorality! 
“Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). 

 BLAME OF DISHONESTY. 
With reference to the handling 
of relief to needy saints, 
precautions were taken to guard 
against any blame of 
dishonesty. Paul wrote the 
Corinthians, “And we have sent 
with him the brother, whose 
praise is in the gospel 
throughout all the churches; 
And not that only, but who was 

also chosen of the churches to 
travel with us with this grace, 
which is administered by us to 
the glory of the same Lord, and 
declaration of your ready mind: 
Avoiding this, that no man 
should blame us in this 
abundance which is 
administered by us: Providing 
for honest things, not only in the 
sight of the Lord, but also in the 
sight of men” (2 Cor. 8:18-21). 
This is the way it must be!  

 PROFANE AND VAIN 
BABBLINGS. Paul admonished 
Timothy, “O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy trust, 
avoiding profane and vain 
babblings…” (1 Tim. 6:20). The 
New American Standard 
Version translates this: 
“avoiding worldly and empty 
chatter”. 2 Timothy 2:16 says, 
“But shun profane and vain 
babblings: for they will increase 
unto more ungodliness.” 

 OPPOSITIONS OF SCIENCE 
FALSELY SO CALLED. 1 
Timothy 6:20 continues, “…and 
oppositions of science falsely so 
called”. Science is knowledge. 
The Christian must be alerted to 
the dangers of false knowledge. 
In Christ “are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 

 FOOLISH AND 
UNLEARNED QUESTIONS. 
Timothy and Titus were both 
warned about such. Paul wrote 
Timothy, “But foolish and 
unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender 
strifes” (2 Tim. 2:23). Titus was 
told, “But avoid foolish 
questions, and genealogies, and 
contentions, and strivings about 
the law; for they are 
unprofitable and vain” (Titus 
3:9). The Revised Version says, 
“Have nothing to do with 
stupid, senseless 
controversies…”! There are 
some arguments, controversies 
and disputes that we just do not 
need to get involved in or have 
anything to do with! 

 Let us turn away and keep 
aloof from these and all other 
things that endanger us 
spiritually!
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