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False Teacher or False Teaching?
by John Isaac Edwards

 False teacher, or teaching something 
false, is an issue that has not gone away. 
Thus, we take a look. 

 What Some Are Saying. It hath been 
said: 
 “Perhaps most subtle and most 
insidious of all is the bogus connection 
which is automatically made between false 
teaching and false teachers...Even on its 
face it simply couldn’t be true.” 
 “...not all false teaching make a 
person a ‘false prophet.’”
 “Do those whom we accuse of being 
false teachers today come anywhere near 
falling into this category [the category of 
Jude 5-19, JIE] of ungodly folks? If not, we 
owe them an apology.”
 “Being a ‘false teacher’ is not simply 
about doctrine but about character as well.”
 “...we simply have to get away from 
the simplistic conclusion that anyone who 
teaches anything false is therefore a false 
teacher.”
  
 Consequences. If these statements be 
true, there are some real consequences that 
follow:
 Constitutes a shift from doctrine 

influencing character to character 
influencing doctrine. Have you noticed 
this subtle and insidious shift? We are told 
that for one to be a false teacher, it must be 
shown that he is of bad character. This is 
backwards. It is the fruit that identifies the 
tree! (Matthew 7:15-20).
 Makes few false teachers. If one’s 
character must be of the basest sort for him 
to be identified as a false teacher, then very 
few would be false teachers! Why did John 
warn, “...many false prophets are gone out 
into the world” (1 John 4:1)?
 Causes brethren to receive rather 
than avoid. Paul besought the brethren at 
Rome, “...mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have received and avoid them” (Romans 
16:17). John said, “...receive him not...” (2 
John 9-11).
 Requires one to distinguish between 
false teachings. If not all false teaching 
makes one a false teacher, then what is the 
criteria for making such a distinction? How 
can we know which false teachings make 
one a false teacher and which do not?

 These statements open the door to a 
broader fellowship than the Scriptures allow 
and pose a real and serious threat to the 
purity and soundness of the Lord’s people. 
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How Special Is Your Child?
by John Isaac Edwards

 I’d like to ask you the question today, 
“How special is your child?”   

 Special enough to entreat the Lord, 
“...teach us what we shall do unto the child” 
(Judges 13:8)?   
  
 Special enough to pray for as Hannah 
said, “For this child I prayed...” (1 Sameul 
1:27)?

 Special enough to teach diligently as 
Moses exhorted, “And thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest up” 
(Deuteronomy 6:7)? 

 Special enough to train in the way 
he should go? Wise Solomon counseled, 
“Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it” (Proverbs 22:6).

 Special enough to chasten betimes? 
One said, “My child is so special, I just 
love him too much to discipline him.” Read 
this passage and see if they don’t have that 
backwards. “He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes” (Proverbs 13:24). 

 Special enough to bring up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? Paul 
instructed Ephesian fathers, “And, ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).

 Special enough to know the 
Scriptures? Timothy knew the Scriptures 
“from a child” as a result of the influence of his 
mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15). 

   Special enough to bring to Bible 
class and worship? “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together...” 
(Hebrews 10:25). Don’t underestimate the 
value of these services for your child!


