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! Have you ever been 
deceived? To be deceived is 
to be made to believe 
something that is not true. 
Deception has been around 
a long time. This study 
makes us aware of cases of 
deception in the beginning 
book and lessons learned.!!
! 1) The Devil 
Deceived Eve. When Eve 
encountered the serpent in 
Eden’s garden, she knew 
God’s law and was able to 
quote it (Gen. 3:2-3). The 
devil lied saying, “Ye shall 
not surely die” and made 
tree-eating attractive to her 
(Gen. 3:4-5). Through “…the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of 
life…” (1 Jn. 2:16) she was 
enticed to sin as “…she took 
of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat…” (Gen. 3:6). Paul wrote 
about this, “…the woman 
being deceived was in the 
transgression” (1 Tim. 2:14). !!
! 2) Abraham 
Deceived Pharaoh and 
Abimelech. When Abram 
went to sojourn in Egypt, he 

was concerned the 
Egyptians would see his 
wife, who was fair to look 
upon, and kill him. He 
requested, “Say, I pray thee, 
thou art my sister: that it may 
be well with me for thy sake; 
and my soul shall live 
because of thee” (Gen. 
12:13). Sarai was taken into 
Pharaoh’s house. When the 
Lord plagued Pharaoh and 
his house, Pharaoh called 
Abram and said, “What is 
this that thou hast done unto 
me? why didst thou not tell 
me that she was thy wife? 
Why saidst thou, She is my 
sister?…” (Gen. 12:15-19). A 
similar scene is found in 
Genesis 20 involving 
Abimelech king of Gerar. !!
! 3) Isaac Deceived 
Abimelech. Like father, like 
son as Abraham’s son, 
Isaac, told the men of Gerar, 
“She is my sister” when they 
asked him of Rebekah his 
wife (Gen. 26:6-11).!
! !
! 4) Jacob Deceived 
Isaac. Genesis 27 finds 
Jacob obtaining Isaac’s 

blessing by deception. He 
put on Esau’s raiment and 
goat skins upon his hands 
and neck and appeared to 
his father with the savory 
meat and bread prepared by 
his mother. Isaac said unto 
Jacob, “Come near, I pray 
thee, that I may feel thee, my 
son, whether thou be my 
very son Esau or not. And 
Jacob went near unto Isaac 
his father; and he felt him, 
and said, The voice is 
Jacob’s voice, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau. And 
he discerned him not…”   (vv. 
21-23). Had Isaac gone by 
what he heard rather than 
what he felt, he would not 
have been deceived!!!
! 5) Laban Deceived 
Jacob. Jacob agreed to 
serve Laban seven years for 
his daughter Rachel. “And it 
came to pass, that in the 
morning, behold, it was 
Leah: and he said to Laban, 
What is this thou hast done 
unto me? did not I serve with 
thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?” 
(Gen. 29:25).!
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! 6) Rachel Deceived 
Laban. Jacob fled from 
Laban “…and Rachel had 
stolen the images that were 
her father’s” (Gen. 31:19-20). 
When Laban overtook 
Jacob, Rachel made her 
father believe the images 
were not in her possession 
as she sat upon them and 
said, “Let it not displease my 
lord that I cannot rise up 
before thee; for the custom 
of women is upon me. And 
he searched, but found not 
the images” (Gen. 31:35).!!
! 7) The Sons of 
Jacob Deceived the 
Shechemites. After 
Shechem had defiled Dinah,  
Jacob’s daughter, Hamor 
proposed that the two 
peoples intermarry. “And the 
sons of Jacob answered 
Shechem and Hamor his 
father deceitfully…” saying 
that upon the condition that 
every male is circumcised 
they will consent. On the 
third day, when they were 

sore, Simeon and Levi slew 
all the males (Gen. 34).!!
! 8) Joseph’s 
Brethren Deceived Their 
Father. Joseph’s brethren 
sold Joseph to the 
Ishmeelites and deceived 
their father into thinking that 
he had been devoured by an 
evil beast (Gen. 37:28-33).!!
! 9) Tamar Deceived 
Judah. Genesis 38 records 
where Tamar, Judah’s 
daughter in law, put off her 
widow’s garments and 
played the harlot. “When 
Judah saw her, he thought 
her to be an harlot…and 
came in unto her, and she 
conceived by him” (vv. 
15-18).!!
! 10) Potiphar’s Wife 
Deceived Her Husband. 
When Joseph withstood the 
advances of his master’s 
wife and fled, leaving his 
garment in her hand, she 
deceived her husband into 

thinking that Joseph came in 
unto her to mock her. Joseph 
was put in prison as a result 
of this deception (Gen. 39).!!
! Some lessons 
learned from these cases: 
(1) Deception is nothing new. 
It’s been around since the 
beginning. (2) The best of 
people can be deceived. We 
can easily be deceived! (3) 
Things aren’t always as they 
seem. We can’t believe 
every thing we see or hear! 
(4) Deception can have long-
term consequences. Think of 
living with the guilt of sin or 
thinking your son is dead for 
more than 20 years! (5) A 
falsehood believed will 
produce the same feelings 
that would have been 
produced had it been true. 
Jacob would have not felt 
any differently had his son 
really been dead. (6) “Be not 
deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7).
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