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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
MAN-MADE  

CREED BOOKS 
John Edwards 

 About every denomination 
has a man-made creed book of 
some kind. If you want to know 
their beliefs, you can read their 
creed. The church of Christ, as 
revealed in the New Testament, 
has no human creed. If you 
want to know what we believe, 
you just need to read the Bible. 

 1) CREED BOOKS SAY 
TOO MUCH OR TOO LITTLE. 
We are commanded not to add 
to or take away from God’s 
word (Dt. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; 1 
Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:8-9; 2 Jn. 9-11; 
Rev. 22:18-19). If a creed book 
says more than the Bible, it says 
too much. If a creed book says 
less than the Bible, it says too 
little. Do you agree? 

 2) CREED BOOKS ARE 
ALWAYS BEING REVISED. Most 
denominations have a general 
assembly or board of some kind 
that gets together and votes ever 
so often, and they have to 
change their books to keep up 
with their changing doctrines. 
Our teaching and practice 
remains the same, as the Bible 
has not changed. The word of 
God is “perfect” (Jas. 1:25), 
and “For ever…settled in 
heaven” (Ps. 119:89). 

 3) CREED BOOKS DENY 
THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF  

THE BIBLE. If we must have 
something in addition to the 
Bible, then the Bible is not all-
sufficient. To realize the Bible is 
all we need, read these 
passages: 2 Timothy 3:16-17;    
2 Peter 1:3; Jude 3. 

 Will you lay aside the man-
made creeds and strike hands 
with us across the Bible? 

____________________ 

NOT A DENOMINATION 
John Edwards 

 Many have the 
misconception that the church 
of Christ is a denomination. 
There is nothing 
denominational about the 
church of Christ revealed in the 
New Testament.  

 1) TOO OLD TO BE A 
DENOMINATION. There are 
several hundred different 
denominations in the world 
today. All protestant 
denominations have their 
beginning within the last 500 
years as Protestant 
Denominationalism began after 
1517, when Martin Luther 
nailed his “ninety-five theses” 
to the door of the All Saints 
Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany. This began what is 
known as the period of the 
Protestant Reformation. The 
church of Christ began about 
2,000 years ago, on the day of 
Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, 

when folks heard, believed and 
obeyed the gospel, and the Lord 
added them to the church (Acts 
2:38, 41, 47). None of the 
modern denominations were in 
existence at that time! 

 2) NOT A PART OF 
ANYTHING. The word 
“denomination” suggests a 
division of. The church of 
Christ is not a division of the 
body — it is the body (Eph. 
1:22-23). Denominationalism 
pictures a divided body, and 
division is condemned 
throughout the Bible (1 Cor. 
1:10). 

 3) UNDENOMINATIONAL 
IN EVERY RESPECT. We are 
undenominational in name as 
we wear the name of Christ 
(Acts 4:12; Rom. 16:16; Acts 
11:26), in teaching as we teach 
the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9), 
in work as we do the work of 
Christ (Eph. 4:12), in 
organization as we are headed 
by Christ (Eph. 1:21-23), and in 
worship as we worship 
according to the teaching of 
Christ (Jn. 4:24; Acts 2:42; Col. 
3:16).  

 Denominationalism is 
human in origin, lacking in 
divine authority, and is contrary 
to the Scriptures. Will you leave 
the errors of denominationalism 
and just be a member of the one 
body, the church that Christ 
built (Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:24; Mt. 
16:18)? 



Assembling At:
4017 E Margaret DR

Terre Haute, IN 47803
[Exit 11 (I-70) W on HWY 46,                 

W on Margaret DR approx. 1 mile]

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.
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Bible Ways.
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BIBLE WORKS 
John Edwards 

 We are often told that 
Ephesians 2:8-10 teaches men 
are saved by faith only. A 
reading of the passage will not 
allow such teaching. The reason 
folks misunderstand this 
passage is they fail to 
understand there are different 
kinds of works mentioned in the 
word of God. 

 1) WORKS OF THE LAW. 
Paul spoke of such works when 
he said, “that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the law: 
for by the works of the law shall 
no flesh be justified” (Gal. 2:16). 

 2) WORKS OF FAITH. Jesus 
said, “This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent” (Jn. 6:29). Even faith 
is a work! 

 3) GOOD WORKS. Ephesians 
2:10 states, “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works…” Every 
individual Christian is 
responsible to do good works. 

 4) WORKS OF MAN’S 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. It is written, 

“Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 

 5) WORKS BY WHICH MAN 
MAY BOAST. The Ephesians were 
informed, “Not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. 2:9). 

 Some think Paul and James 
contradict each other when one 
says, “not of works” (Eph. 2:9) 
and the other says, “by works”  
(Jas. 2:24). This is not a 
contradiction as there are 
different kinds of works. Some 
works justify and some do not. 

____________________ 

THE ACTION  
OF BIBLE BAPTISM 
SPRINKLING, POURING, 

OR IMMERSION? 
John Edwards 

 The Scriptures affirm Bible 
baptism is immersion of the 
whole person in water; not a 
sprinkling or pouring of water 
upon an individual. 

 1) BAPTISM IS A BURIAL. 
“Buried with by baptism” (Rom. 

6:4). “Buried with him in 
baptism” (Col. 2:12). Buried does 
not mean sprinkling or pouring! 

 2) BAPTISM IS A PLANTING. 
“For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his 
death” (Rom. 6:5). Planting is 
not sprinkling or pouring. 

 3) BAPTISM 
DEMONSTRATED. The baptism of 
the Ethiopian shows immersion 
as “they came unto a certain 
water…they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch; and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of 
the water” (Acts 8:36-38). Bible 
baptism requires coming unto the 
water, going down into the water, 
and coming up out of the water. 
Sprinkling and pouring do not 
meet these requirements! 

 4) BAPTISM REQUIRES 
MUCH WATER. John was 
“baptizing in Aenon near to 
Salim, because there was much 
water there” (Jn. 3:23). Much 
water is not needed for sprinkling 
or pouring! 

 There is no example 
anywhere in the New Testament 
where anyone ever had water 
sprinkled or poured on them for 
any purpose whatsoever. 
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