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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

 Every generation must be 
taught and re-taught the 
foundational theme of Bible 
authority. Failure to understand 
and properly apply basic 
principles of Bible authority is 
the seedbed out of which the 
poisonous plants of religious 
error and division grow. Think 
with me about some dangers of 
deemphasizing authority. 

1) Conditions That Exist 
Where Authority Is 
Deemphasized. Have you 
considered the state of things 
where there is little to no 
recognition of authority? To 
better appreciate such, just read 
and study the book of Judges. 
“In those days there was no 
king in Israel; every man did 
that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Judg. 21:25). It is a cycle 
of one apostasy after another. 
During the Divided Kingdom 
period of the Old Testament it is 
reported, “Now for a long 
season Israel hath been without 
the true God, and without a 
teaching priest, and without 
law” (2 Chr. 15:3). Do you 
know the conditions that existed 
in those times? “…there was no 
peace to him that went out, nor 
to him that came in, but great 
vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the countries. 
And nation was destroyed of  
nation, and city of city: for God  

did vex them with all adversity” 
(2 Chr. 15:5-6). It’s a sad 
situation where authority is 
deemphasized! 

 2) Minimizes Christ. Christ 
has all authority. He claimed, 
“All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” (Mt. 
28:18). He is the Prophet raised 
up like unto Moses — “…him 
shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto 
you. And it shall come to pass, 
that every soul, which will not 
hear that prophet, shall be 
destroyed from among the 
people” (Acts 3:22-23; Dt. 
18:15, 19). Christ is the divine 
spokesman in these last days 
(Mt. 17:1-5; Heb. 1:1-2). Every 
relationship between Christ and 
the church accentuates the 
authority of Christ. As the body 
of Christ, He is “…the head 
over all things…” (Eph. 1:22). 
As the kingdom of Christ, He is 
“…the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). As a 
royal priesthood, He is our “…
great high priest…” (Heb. 
4:14). As the flock of God, He 
is “…the chief Shepherd…” (1 
Pet. 5:4). As soldiers of Christ, 
He “…the captain…” (Heb. 
2:10). Thus, to deemphasize 
authority is to minimize Christ! 

 3) Underrates Gospel 
Preaching. In New Testament 

days, men of God preached 
Christ. “And daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42). Paul 
told the Corinthians, “For I 
determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified” (1 
Cor. 2:2). Many today, however, 
have no concept of what it 
means to preach Christ. 
Preaching Christ includes 
preaching authority. This is 
observed from the work of 
Philip in Samaria. “Then Philip 
went down to the city of 
Samaria, and preached Christ 
unto them” (Acts 8:5). Philip, 
we have a question for you: 
What did you preach, when you 
preached Christ unto them? 
Verse 12 answers, “…preaching 
the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name 
of Jesus Christ…” Do you 
know what is involved in 
preaching the name of Jesus 
Christ? Remember when the 
apostles were council-
questioned about the healing of 
the lame man — “…By what 
power, or by what name, have 
ye done this?” (Acts 4:7) — and 
Peter answered, “…by the name 
of Jesus Christ…” (Acts 4:10)? 
Thus, to preach the name of 
Christ is to preach the power or 
authority of Christ. Also, don’t 
overlook the fact that “…it 
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pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that 
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). So, to 
deemphasize authority is to 
underrate preaching, and to 
underrate preaching is to gloss 
over what pleases God and 
saves men! 

 4) Trivializes What We 
Teach And Practice. Bible 
authority is the foundation for 
everything we teach and 
practice. Why do we teach 
baptism is necessary for 
salvation? Why do we not have 
a kitchen in the meeting house? 
Why do we observe the Lord’s 
supper every first day of the 
week? We do we not sing with 
the accompaniment of musical 
instruments? Why do we take 
up a collection each Sunday? 
Why do we not baptize infants? 
Authority is at the heart of every 
issue. “And whatsoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by 
him” (Col. 3:17).  

 5) Lets Truth Out And Error 
In. The church is “…the pillar 
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 
3:15). We cannot afford to let 
the least bit of error in the 
church. “A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump” (Gal. 

5:9). Error has a way of 
creeping in among the Lord’s 
people, and truth has a way of 
slipping out! Paul wrote, “And 
that because of false brethren 
unawares brought in, who came 
in privily to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into 
bondage: To whom we gave 
place by subjection, no, not for 
an hour; that the truth of the 
gospel might continue with 
you” (Gal. 2:4-5). We must 
constantly affirm the basic 
principles of Bible authority to 
keep the church pure in doctrine 
and practice. 

 6) Undervalues Unity. 
“Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 
133:1). Bible authority is the 
basis for Bible unity! The 
Lord’s prayer to the Father — 
“That they all may be 
one…” (Jn. 17:21) — is 
accomplished “…through the 
truth” (Jn. 17:17, 19, 20). 
Deemphasizing authority is the 
offramp to religious division! 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in 

the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).  

 Let’s put the same emphasis 
the Bible places on authority! 
To do any less is to 
deemphasize authority! 

A Good Name 

 When the Civil War was 
over, some men came to Robert 
E. Lee and asked if they might 
use his name to advertise a new 
brand of liquor. He replied: 

 “Sirs, I have led the valiant 
sons of my Southland into battle 
and many of them to death. 
They have fought with honor for 
a cause they held in honor. They 
honored me as their commander. 
I ever sought to keep faith with 
them. I am now an old man and 
the shadows are lengthening. 
My health is broken, my family 
scattered, my finances gone. All 
I have is my good name, but 
may I tell you, sirs, it is 
respected and it is not for sale.” 

 “A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches…”  
(Prov. 22:1). 
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