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“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER

QUENCHING THE 
FIERY DARTS  

OF THE WICKED 
John Edwards 

 “Above all, taking the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked” (Eph. 6:16). 

 THE WICKED. In 1 Peter 
5:8, the apostle Peter says, “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour.” The devil 
is the wicked one and we must 
not give place to him (Eph. 4:27). 

 FIERY DARTS. These darts 
are “fiery darts” and that makes 
them particularly destructive. In 
ancient times, darts were often 
covered with burning material. 
The Corinthians were told that 
temptation is “common to man”  
(1 Cor. 10:13).    

 QUENCHING. To quench is 
to extinguish. Paul’s instruction 
for quenching the fiery darts of 
the wicked is: “taking the shield 
of faith” (Eph. 6:16). Further, the 
Christian must “take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of 
God” (Eph. 6:17). In conflicts of 
life, the shield of faith is the 
Christian soldier’s main defense. 
To increase our faith, it is 
necessary to hear the word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). 

____________________ 

THE TYPE  
OF PREACHING 
NEEDED TODAY 

John Edwards 

 The Bible is the best manual 
for preaching. It catalogs a 
number of great preachers. Also, 
it comprehensively tells 
preachers what to preach and 
how to preach it. Let’s notice the 
type of preaching that is needed 
in today’s pulpits. 

 PREACHING WHICH IS 
FROM THE SCRIPTURES. We are 
not to preach from Reader’s 
Digest or any other human, 
fallible source. When Paul was in 
Thessalonica, he preached and 
reasoned from the Scriptures 
(Acts 17:1-3). It is a necessity 
that men preach from the 
Scriptures (1 Cor. 9:16). 

 PREACHING WHICH IS 
UNDERSTANDABLE. “So they 
read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading” (Neh. 
8:8). There is a real need for 
preachers to preach with 
simplicity. The word of God is 
designed to be understood (Eph. 
3:4). There is no reason for men 
to complicate it.  

 PREACHING WHICH 
EXALTS CHRIST. When the 
apostles preached the word of 
God, they declared that Christ 
was raised up, exalted at the right 

hand of God (Acts 2:22-36). Any 
type of preaching which does not 
exalt Christ should be 
exterminated from today’s 
pulpits! 

 PREACHING WHICH SEEKS 
TO PLEASE GOD. Paul said, “But 
as we were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, even 
so we speak; not as pleasing men, 
but God, which trieth our hearts”  
(1 Th. 2:4). A preacher who 
preaches to please men should 
not be the servant of Jesus Christ 
(Gal. 1:10). 

 PREACHING WHICH IS 
BOLD. The apostle Paul 
“preached boldly at Damascus in 
the name of Jesus” (Acts 9:27). 
God charged Ezekiel, “Smite 
with thine hand, and stamp with 
thy foot…” (Ezek. 6:11). We need 
some “hand smiting” and “foot 
stamping” preaching in today’s 
pulpits! 
  
 PREACHING WHICH 
PRICKS THE HEARTS OF MEN. 
When those on Pentecost heard 
the preaching of the apostles, 
“they were pricked in their 
heart” (Acts 2:37). When the 
word is preached in its purity and 
simplicity, it will cut to the heart 
(Acts 5:33; 7:54). 

 PREACHING WHICH 
DEMANDS REPENTANCE. It is 
written, “We also are men of like 
passions with you, and preach 
unto you that ye should turn from 
these vanities unto the living
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God” (Acts 14:15). The twelve 
“went out, and preached that 
men should repent” (Mk. 6:12). 

____________________ 

“BY FAITH ABRAHAM” 
John Edwards 

 The patriarch Abraham is 
remembered in Hebrews 11 as an 
outstanding example of faith. The 
faith of Abraham resulted in 
obedience without question to the 
word of God. In studying “By 
faith Abraham”, let us be 
inspired to follow Abraham’s 
example and put our faith to 
work in obedience to God’s every 
command. 
  
 WENT OUT, NOT 
KNOWING WITHER HE WENT. 
“Now the Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father’s house, unto 
a land that I will shew thee”  
(Gen. 12:1). If you had been 
Abraham, what would have been 
your response to God’s call? 
Genesis 12:4 shows Abraham 
departing from his homeland in 
Ur of the Chaldees to go out unto 
an undisclosed place. What 
brought Abraham to leave his 
country, his people, and his 
father’s house? Hebrews 11:8 

holds the answer: “By faith 
Abraham, when he was called to 
go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed; and he went 
out, not knowing wither he 
went.” Abraham operated by 
faith! 

 SOJOURNED IN THE LAND 
OF PROMISE. Abraham resided 
in the land of Canaan, that had 
been promised to him and his 
posterity, as if he were a stranger 
and sojourner. Abraham was 
satisfied to live in moveable 
tents, feeling assured that, 
according to “the promise”, he 
was the heir of a better 
inheritance than any to be found 
on this earth. The Hebrew writer 
spoke concerning Abraham: “By 
faith he sojourned in the land of 
promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with 
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise” (Heb. 
11:9). Abraham did so because 
“he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 
Would to God that we had the 
faith to recognize this world is 
not our home, we are strangers 
and pilgrims in a foreign land, 
just passing through (1 Pet. 2:11). 

 OFFERED UP ISAAC. God  

posed a challenge to Abraham’s 
faith by calling upon him to offer 
his only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice 
(Gen. 22:2). This sacrifice would 
threaten the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to bring about an entire 
nation through the descendants of 
Isaac. How would you have 
responded, if you had been 
Abraham? The writer to the 
Hebrews tells: “By faith 
Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had 
received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son” (Heb. 
11:17). Here Abraham gave great 
proof of his faith in God (Gen. 
22:12).  

 One cannot sincerely study 
the faith of Abraham and 
conclude that he operated by faith 
only. His faith was the 
compelling force that moved him 
to obey God (Jas. 2:21-24). Only 
precious is our faith when it 
“worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6). 

____________________ 
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