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! Are you troubled by 
mistakes you have made or 
sins you have committed in 
the past? Would you like to 
have a fresh start? !!
! 1) God’s Grace 
Offers It. We do not deserve 
a fresh start, but God in His 
grace has offered it to us. 
Paul wrote Titus, “For the 
grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to 
all men” (Titus 2:11). God’s 
grace made it possible for 
Saul of Tarsus, the chiefest 
of sinners (1 Tim. 1:12-15; 1 
Cor. 15:10), the Corinthians, 
who were unrighteous (1 
Cor. 6:9-11; 1:4), and the 
Ephesians, who were without 
Christ, had no hope and 
without God in the world 
(Eph. 2), to all have a fresh 
start.  !!
! 2) Jesus Died for It. 
The Hebrew writer penned, 
“But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory 
and honour; that he by the 
grace of God should taste 
death for every man” (Heb. 

2:9). Jesus died for you and 
me. We are the ones who 
deserve death. “For all have 
sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). “For the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 
Read Matthew 27, Mark 15, 
Luke 23, and John 19. Think 
of the love that was shown 
for us! “But God 
commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom. 5:8). !
! !
! 3) The Holy Spirit 
Revealed It. Paul told the 
Ephesians, “How that by 
revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words, 
Whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ) Which in other ages 
was not made known unto 
the sons of men, as it is now 
revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit” (Eph. 3:3-5). This 
revelation is the gospel. Paul 
said, “For I am not ashamed 

of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto 
salvation…” (Rom. 1:16). 
The gospel tells how we can 
have a fresh start.!!

The Alien Sinner!!
! Hear Christ. God said 
of Jesus, “…This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye 
him” (Mt. 17:5). Hearing the 
word produces faith. “So 
then faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17).!
! !
! Have faith in Christ. 
Jesus stated, “…for if ye 
believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins” (Jn. 
8:24). Without faith it is 
impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6). We are “…
justified by faith…” (Rom. 
5:1), but “…not by faith 
only” (Jas. 2:24). !
! !
! Repent of sins. The 
Lord taught, “…except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish” (Lk. 13:3). Paul 
preached, “And the times of 
this ignorance God winked!
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at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to 
repent” (Acts 17:30). 
Repentance is a change of 
mind that results in a change 
of action. It involves us 
recognizing our sins and 
shortcomings and turning 
from them unto God to do 
what is right in His sight. !!
! Confess Christ. Christ 
declared, “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me 
before men, him will I 
confess also before my 
Father which is in 
heaven” (Mt. 10:32). A good 
example is when the 
Ethiopian treasurer 
confessed, “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God” (Acts 8:37).!!
! Be baptized. Baptism 
is an immersion in water 
(Acts 8:36-39), for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38) 
or to wash away one’s sins 
(Acts 22:16), saves (1 Pet. 
3:21), and puts one into 

Christ (Gal. 3:27). This is 
where one becomes a new 
creature. “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are 
passed away; behold all 
things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). Thus, we put off 
the old man and put on the 
new man (Col. 3).!!

The Christian!!
! It’s not only the alien 
sinner who needs a fresh 
start. God has made it 
possible for His children to 
have a fresh start when they 
succumb to sin.!!
! Repent and pray. 
Simon was baptized, but was 
soon told, “Thy money perish 
with thee…for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God. 
Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if 
perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive that thou art in 
the gall of bitterness, and in 

the bond of iniquity” (Acts 
8:20-23). He could have 
been told there was no hope 
for him, that he was beyond 
help. Instead, he was given 
the opportunity and privilege 
of a fresh start. What a 
wonderful attitude when he 
said, “Pray to the Lord for 
me, that none of these things 
which ye have spoken come 
upon me” (Acts 8:24).!!
! Confess. James 
wrote, “Confess your faults 
one to another, and pray one 
for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). 1 
John 1:9 records, “If we 
confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”!!
! Are you thankful that 
God has seen fit to give you 
a fresh start? Will you 
receive His grace? Will you 
accept the gift of Christ?  !
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