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The Terre Haute
“If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Peter 4:11). 

SPEAKER
CHURCHES OF CHRIST 

BEFORE CAMPBELL 
John Isaac Edwards 

 Some today have the 
misconception that Alexander 
Campbell founded the church of 
Christ. A short history lesson 
should be enough to show the 
honest and good heart the 
church of Christ was in 
existence long before Campbell. 

 In a cemetery in Caine 
Ridge, Kentucky is the 
headstone of William Rogers 
with this epitaph: “BORN IN 
CAMPBELL CO VA., JULY 7, 
1784, REMOVED WITH HIS 
FATHER TO CAINE RIDGE 
BOURBON CO APRIL, 1798. 
UNITED WITH THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST AT 
CAINE RIDGE IN 1807. 
DIED FEB. 15, 1862, IN THE 
78 YEAR OF HIS AGE.” 
Alexander Campbell did not 
arrive in America until 
September, 1809 (The Eternal 
Kingdom, F.W. Mattox, p. 326), 
and when he came he was a 
Presbyterian. This is proof 
Campbell did not start the 
church of Christ, for the church 
of Christ was in existence 
before Campbell ever stepped 
foot on American soil! 

 Alexander Campbell did 
not found the church of Christ; 
Christ did (Mt. 16:16-19; Acts 
20:28). The church of Christ 
had its beginning on the day of 

Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, 
when the apostles preached the 
word of God, folks heard it, 
believed it and obeyed it, and 
“the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved”  
(Acts 2:47). It is no wonder 
then that Paul could write 
nearly 1,800 years before 
Campbell, “The churches of 
Christ salute you” (Rom. 
16:16). 

____________________ 

OUT WITH THE OLD - 
IN WITH THE NEW 

John Isaac Edwards 

 When the old gives way to 
the new, it is a good time to 
think about Out With The Old - 
In With The New. The 
Scriptures talk about things old 
and new (Mt. 13:52).  

 1) OUT WITH THE OLD 
COVENANT - IN WITH THE 
NEW COVENANT. The Bible 
describes two major covenants: 
The old and the new. Hebrews 
8:13 records, “In that he saith, 
A new covenant, he hath made 
the first old. Now that which 
decayeth and waxeth old is 
ready to vanish away.” Since 
the old covenant has vanished 
away, we do not keep the 
sabbath day, burn incense, offer 
animal sacrifices, go to 
Jerusalem three times in the 
year and the like, but are bound 
to “fulfill the law of Christ”  

(Gal. 6:2). 

 2) OUT WITH THE OLD 
MAN - IN WITH THE NEW 
MAN. Colossians 3:9-10 finds 
people who had “put off the old 
man” and “put on the new 
man.” This change takes place 
as we bury the old man in the 
watery grave of baptism and 
rise to “walk in newness of life” 
(Rom. 6:1-7). Paul said it this 
way: “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: 
Old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). It is through 
baptism that we get “into 
Christ” and “put on Christ”  
(Gal. 3:27). 

 What better way to begin a 
new than by crucifying the old 
man of sin and becoming a new 
creature in Christ? 

____________________ 

SOME NEW THINGS 
John Isaac Edwards 

 Most people enjoy getting 
new things. I’d like to call to 
attention some new things. 

 1) A NEW NAME. Isaiah 
prophesied, “and thou shalt be 
called by a new name” (Is. 
62:2). This new name prophecy 
is fulfilled in the giving of the 
name “Christian” (Acts 11:26). 
Why not take on a new name by 
becoming a Christian through 
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faith, repentance and baptism? 

 2) A NEW COVENANT. 
Many keep parts of the Old 
Testament today, not realizing 
we have been given a new 
covenant. Hebrews 8:13 
teaches, “In that he saith, A new 
covenant, he hath made the first 
old. Now that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to 
vanish away.” 

 3) A NEW CREATURE. Paul 
wrote, “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: 
Old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become 
new” (2 Cor. 5:17). How about 
starting anew as a new creature 
in Christ by being “baptized 
into Christ” (Gal. 3:27)? 

____________________ 

THE NAME  
OF THE CHURCH 

John Isaac Edwards 

 The church that Christ built 
is referred to throughout the 
New Testament various ways. 

 Often times the Lord’s 
church is just referred to as “the 
church” as in Acts 2:47. Paul 

spoke of it as “the church of 
God” in Acts 20:28. 1 Timothy 
3:15 finds Paul referring to the 
church as “the church of the 
living God.” The Hebrew writer 
wrote, “To the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn”  
(Heb. 12:23). Paul spoke of the 
redeemed as “the kingdom of 
his [God’s] dear Son” (Col. 
1:13). Ephesians 2:19 talks 
about “the household of God.” 
Paul mentioned a plurality of 
local churches when he said, 
“The churches of Christ salute 
you” (Rom. 16:16). 

 Most churches are not 
identified by Scriptural 
designations. Many wear names 
that exalt some man, 
organizational arrangement, 
belief, or practice. I urge you to 
get your Bible, search its pages, 
and see if you can find the name 
of the church of which you are a 
member. If it is nowhere to be 
found, it is a pretty good 
indication that you are in the 
wrong church. I would not want 
to be a member of any church 
that I cannot read about in the 
Bible, would you? Even though 
a church may have the right 
name, it is not necessarily the 
right church. You have to look 
on the inside to see what they 

teach, how they worship, the 
work that they do, and the way 
they are organized. 

I AM A GAMBLER 
  
 I am a gambler. Oh, not the 
kind that frequents places behind 
“closed doors” in some night club. 
I’m not that kind of gambler. Such 
gambling as this is “peanuts” to 
the gambling that I do. You see, I 
gamble with my soul as the stake. 
I am betting that I can live a life of 
“do-nothing indifference, a life of 
neglect of the things of God,” and 
still be saved. 
 I’m gambling with the souls 
of my children as stakes. I am 
betting their souls that I can let 
them miss Bible classes, worship 
services, and mid-week meeting, 
and that I can get sufficient 
knowledge without attending 
classes, and that I can remain 
indifferent to the teachings of 
Christ on liberality, that I can fail 
to give as prospered, and yet 
Christ will bless me…I’m betting 
that I can ignore the lost about me, 
and still go to heaven. 
 Yes, I am a gambler — the 
most reckless type. I am gambling 
against impossible odds with my 
soul and the souls of my children 
at stake, for you see, I AM A 
LUKEWARM CHRISTIAN.
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