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The Children Out of Captivity
by John Isaac Edwards

 An exciting time in the history of 
the Lord’s people is the period of return and 
restoration recorded in the books of Ezra 
and Nehemiah! This time finds the Lord 
fulfilling His word by Jeremiah in causing 
His people to return to their homeland (Ezra 
1:1-3; Jeremiah 25:12-13; 29:10; 33:10-14). 
There are a number of outstanding qualities 
of the children out of captivity. Let’s take a 
look. 

 A Rising up to Build People. Upon 
the proclamation of Cyrus, “Then rose 
up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, 
with all them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:5). Ezra 3 
finds them building “the altar” (v. 2) and 
“the foundation of the house of the Lord 
was laid” (v. 11). Through the prophesying 
of Haggai and Zechariah, the Lord’s people 
rose up “and began to build the house of 
God” (Ezra 5:2). As a result of their building 
spirit, the “house was finished” (Ezra 
6:15). Nehemiah’s request was, “...send 
me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ 
sepulchres, that I may build it” (Nehemiah 
2:5). Nehemiah said, “...come, and let us 
build up the wall of Jerusalem” and the 
people responded, “Let us rise up and build” 
(Nehemiah 2:17-18). We need this same 
building spirit today!   

 A Free-Giving People. Ezra 1 finds 
the people offering “willingly” for the 
rebuilding work. Ezra 2:68-89 records, “And 
some of the chief of the fathers, when they 
came to the house of the Lord which is at 
Jerusalem, offered freely for the house of 
God to set it up in his place: They gave after 
their ability...” Would you have given as 
they gave? Ezra 3:5 contains these words: 
“...every one that willingly offered a freewill 
offering unto the Lord.” Read Nehemiah 
7:70-72 and be impressed with the giving of 
the people. Nehemiah 11:2 describes those 
who “willingly offered themselves”. Can 
this be said of us? 

 A United People. “...the people 
gathered themselves together as one man 
to Jerusalem” (Ezra 3:1; Nehemiah 8:1). 
There is a real need for the Lord’s people 
to be as one man today! It was the Lord’s 
prayer, “That they all may be one...” (John 
17:21). Paul pleaded, “Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3). Remember what the Lord 
said about a house divided against itself? “...
that house cannot stand” (Mark 3:25)!

 A Pattern-Observing People. 
Whenever the Lord’s people have been 
called upon to build, God has always 
given a pattern by which to build. This 



Speaker is published weekly by the church of Christ at Terre Haute, Indiana.
Assembling At:

Holiday Inn Express
2633 Indiana 46

Terre Haute, IN 47803
(Exit 11, I-70 & SR 46)

www.churchofchristatterrehaute.com

Assembling Times:
Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.
The Bible Is Our

Only Guide!
Come Be With Us!

was true of the ark (Genesis 6:14-15), the 
tabernacle (Exodus 25:8-9), and the temple 
(1 Chronicles 28:11-19). Six times in Ezra 
and Nehemiah respect for the divine pattern 
is observed in the phrase, “as it is written” 
(Ezra 3:2, 4; 6:18; Nehemiah 8:15; 10:34, 
36). “As it is written in the law” is a much 
needed principle today, as many are getting 
away from holding “fast the pattern of sound 
words” (2 Timothy 1:13)!

 A Joyful, Praising People. Ezra 
3:11 sets the scene when the foundation of 
the Lord’s house was laid: “And they sang 
together by course in praising and giving 
thanks unto the Lord; because he is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel.” 
“...many shouted aloud for joy” (Ezra 3:12). 
This was in fulfillment of Jeremiah 33:10-14 
that the voice of joy would again be heard 
in the desolate city! Paul commanded the 
Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). Has 
your voice of joy been heard lately?

 An Uncompromising People. 
Adversaries tried to join the rebuilding 
saying, “...we seek your God, as ye do...” 
and the people answered, “Ye have nothing 
to do with us...” (Ezra 4:2-3). When the 

enemies came to Nehemiah and said, 
“Come, let us meet together in some one 
of the villages in the plain of Ono”, he 
uncompromisingly said, “I am doing a 
great work, so that I cannot come down” 
(Nehemiah 6:2-3). When compromise is the 
spirit of the day, we need to be reminded of 
the children out of captivity!

 A Hard-Working People. You 
can’t read Ezra and Nehemiah and not be 
impressed with the fact that the children out 
of captivity were a hard-working people! In 
the face of great opposition, with a weapon 
in one hand and the other hand set to the 
work, they got the job done. You know 
why? “...for the people had a mind to work” 
(Nehemiah 4:6). We need this same mind 
today! (1 Corinthians 15:58).

 An Obedient People. Read Nehemiah 
8 and be impressed with the obedience of 
the people as they “went forth...and made 
themselves booths” (v. 16). Their obedience 
is further seen in their separating themselves 
from the people of the lands (Ezra 10; 
Nehemiah 10). We must be obedient as well! 
(Hebrews 5:8-9).

 What a people! 


