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Since many today 
seem to not understand or 
take very lightly their 
responsibilities to the local 
church, this study is in order.

1) Use of the Word 
“Church.” As you make a 
study of the New Testament, 
you will find the word “church” 
used in a whole or universal 
sense so as to include all the 
saved everywhere. For 
example, Jesus said, “I will 
build my church” (Mt. 16:18). 
You will also discover the word 
“church” in a local or regional 
way. For example, “the church 
of God which is at Corinth” (1 
Cor. 1:2). It’s the second use 
of the word, in a local sense, 
that we have in mind in this 
particular study. 
 

2) Added to the 
Church/Joined to the 
Church. One does not join the 
church in a universal sense. 
He is added by the Lord when 
he is baptized. This is what 
took place in Acts 2 as folks 
heard, believed and obeyed 
the gospel — “…the Lord 
added to the church…” (v. 47). 
One then joins himself to the 
local church as Saul “…
assayed to join himself to the 

disciples…” in Jerusalem 
(Acts 9:26). Joined to the 
disciples, one is glued, 
cemented or firmly fastened 
together with the brethren in a 
specific locale.

3) Responsibilities to 
the Lord/to the Church. You 
cannot separate Christ and 
the church! They are joined 
together as Paul mentioned, 
“Christ and the church” (Eph. 
5:32). They go together as a 
head and body (Eph. 1:22-23), 
a husband and wife (2 Cor. 
11:2), and a foundation (1 Cor. 
3:11) and house (1 Tim. 3:15). 
Thus, one cannot rightfully 
say, “I just want to have a 
relationship with the Lord and 
not be a member of the 
church.” Our responsibilities to 
the Lord are discharged in and 
through the local church. To 
shrink from my responsibilities 
to the church is to shirk my 
responsibilities to the Lord!

4) What Are My 
Responsibilities? As one 
joined to the local church, I 
have some real 
responsibilities to the church 
of which I am a member. 
Consider these:

To attend all the 

services. The Hebrew writer 
said, “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves 
together…” (Heb. 10:25). 
Whenever the disciples come 
together, I am to be present — 
right? Can we be counted on 
to assemble every time the 
doors are open? We should!

To give as prospered, 
liberally and cheerfully. Paul 
gave order, “Upon the first day 
of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him…” (1 
Cor. 16:2). He further 
instructed, “Every man 
according as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 
Cor. 9:7). What the local 
church is able to do so far as 
evangelism, edification, and 
relief is concerned is in 
proportion to the giving of its 
members.

To set a good 
example. The church is 
represented in the community 
through the lives of its 
members. What does it say 
about the church when there 
are members who display bad 
attitudes, have corrupt or filthy 
communication, and live like 
the world? We must be salt
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and light (Mt. 5:13-16). The 
church is well represented 
when every member is “an 
example of the believers” (1 
Tim. 4:12). Am I?

To be actively, involved 
in the work. Often, you can 
count on one hand those who 
are really involved in the work 
of the Lord. They may sit back 
and wonder, “Why isn’t the 
church growing?” Here’s the 
key: every joint supplying and 
every part working (Eph. 
4:16). Are we doing our 
share?

To promote peace and 
unity. Unity is good, pleasant 
and precious (Ps. 133). We 
must endeavour to keep it 
(Eph. 4:3). Don’t go around 
sowing discord among 
brethren, for such is an 
abomination unto the Lord 
(Prov. 6:16-19). “Let us 
therefore follow after the 
things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may 
edify another” (Rom. 14:19). 
Our speech needs to be 
edifying (Eph. 4:29). Is it?

To withdraw from those 
who walk disorderly. There are 
members who become 

insubordinate to the Lord and 
fall out of rank. It is 
commanded, “…that ye 
withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walketh 
disorderly…” (2 Th. 3:6).

5) Responsibilities or 
Privileges? It’s one thing to 
view my service as a 
responsibility or do it from a 
sense of duty; it’s another 
thing to look upon the Lord’s 
requirements as privileges of 
membership. What’s your 
attitude toward such — HAVE 
TO or WANT TO? 

6) Responsibilities in 
Other Areas. We have 
responsibilities in other areas, 
right? Family, work, school, 
and the like. Suppose we 
treated our responsibilities in 
these areas as we do our 
responsibilities to the local 
church? Many would be 
disfunctional, fired, and fail! 
They would certainly be a 
subject of disciplinary action 
as lack of attendance and 
failure to meet responsibilities 
is not tolerated in these areas. 
Yet, many make excuses they 

would not make in other areas 
and expect the church to just 
overlook such as if everything 
is A-OKAY!

7) First Things First. 
Remember Matthew 6:33? 
The Lord and His church must 
have first place in our lives! 
These responsibilities come 
before everything else, right? 
When there’s a conflict, 
where’s our allegiance? 

8) Are We Really 
Joined? When there are 
those who do not place 
membership, just float from 
here to there, or there are 
members who do not attend 
faithfully and are not involved 
in the local work, they really 
have not joined themselves! 

9) What If? Suppose 
every member was like you! 
Would we all be at home, at a 
family gathering or ball game, 
all be at another church so we 
can do what we want to do, 
have any funds, do any work? 

Let’s be firmly 
fastened! 
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